
Sichael eietech, v.p. and ex. editor 
i4 Beacon at., 
Boston, tlI U2108 

Dear "r.iletech, 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Freeeria, MD 21702 

10/27/97 

The continuing scandal about wha'e should be called ThqizgAlt Side pf Sv Hersh,  

a seendal thai. may well soli more books and make you more money, reminds me, what 

over became of peer reviews':1° - 

If you had had a competent peer review railer than assuming that anyone who 

worked for the Abuse assassins was completely dependable, you'd early on have 

known of fakery. I refer to the story that seems to have been adapted from the 

fabrications of Judith Campbell Exner-,-  that the Kennedks- were behind the CIA's 

mafia plot to assassinate uastro. Nobody who is an authentic expertbyould not have 

recognized this for the faking it is. I uPclose a record disclosed ietthe CIA to 

me on it and a copy of the FBI's informing Itobertil'ennedy about the exposure of 

it. ae you'll see from the CIA's own once-secret record, of which only 1,10 copies 

were made, that the plot was known only to six high officials of the CIA. to Kennedy 

was privy to it. And (mire exposed it was done, furever. Not that the mafiq types 

ever made any real effort. (It was of ttleAlgUllt before JFIC was lected!) , 
q 70,13 

As I remember, I know Mike Ewing as one of a groupr of -gey 

said they eel's intereetrel in the JI1C assassination. Once he was on tip assassins 

committee I had nothing to do With him excepT for a couple of calls from him. I 

had nothing to do IlLth that committee other than expose its prejudices, errors 

and preconceptions, wi.teout ever a single response or denial. They all had to 

follow the party lino of the general counsel who required them all to sign oaths 

of perpetual secrecy to get and hold their jobs. 

In those \ceuple of calls !wing :.as hung up on the mafia, a total irrelevancy 

in the actualities of that assassination. He then wrote a book for the late 

Bud Fenstereald with one of tose mafia allegations in it. Bud paid off the man 

who sued over that book. 

If you question my ctmpetence to make such allegations I also enclose one 

page of an FBI filing in one of my many FOIA lawsuits against it. I alleged under 

oath myself, not (S,1 an immune lawyer's pleading, that the FBI Tiled perjurious 

statements in cne of those lawsuits. It replied thai: I could make such allegations 

ad infinitim because 1,know more about the subject than anyone then in its 

employ. 

I also rtgerethat of all the subjects available for ipokn and of all the 

muckraldng t 1t can be done you and Hersh combine to defame the man who saved 

tIT world /Tom incineretion0 and at the risk of his political life began detente. 

Pls. ezzuae my tyeing. I'm 04, in impaired Sincerely, Harold We sberg 
health and it can't be any better. alas! ./.1tri 	7,07.A-A 
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• to
 ta

k
e
 in

to
 c

o
n
sid

e
ra

tio
n
 th

e
 p

e
c
u
lia

ritie
s o

f th
e
 

A
m

erican
 sy

stem
. E

v
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

im
s elf 

is v
e
ry

 m
u
c
h
 a

g
a
in

st sta
rtin

g
 a

 w
a
r o

v
e
r C

u
b
a
, a e  

irrev
ersib

le ch
ain

 o
f ev

en
ts co

u
ld

 o
ccu

r ag
ain

st h
i s  

w
ill T

h
at is w

h
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t is ap

p
ealin

g
 d

irectly
 t o  

C
h
airm

an
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 fo

r h
is h

elp
 in

 liq
u
id

atin
g
 th

is 

co
n
flict. If th

e situ
atio

n
 co

n
tin

u
es m

u
ch

 lo
n
g
er, th

e 

P
resid

en
t is n

o
t su

re th
at th

e m
ilitary

 w
ill n

o
t o

v
er-

th
ro

w
 h

im
 an

d
 seize p

o
w

er. T
h
e A

m
erican

 arm
y
 co

u
ld

 

g
et o

u
t o

f co
n
tro

l.' "
4  

I h
ad

n
't o

v
erlo

o
k
ed

 th
is p

o
ssib

ility
. W

e k
n
ew

 th
at 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as a y
o
u
n
g
 P

resid
en

t an
d
 th

e th
e secu

rity
 

o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates w

as in
d
eed

 th
reaten

ed
. F

o
r so

m
e 

tim
e w

e h
u
e! felt th

ere w
as a d

an
g
er th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 

w
o
u
ld

 lo
se co

n
tro

l o
f h

is m
ilitary

, an
d
 n

o
w

 h
e w

as 

ad
m

ittin
g
 th

is to
 u

s h
im

self. K
en

n
ed

y
's m

essag
e u

r-

g
en

tly
 rep

eated
 th

e A
m

erican
s' d

em
an

d
 th

at w
e re-

m
o
v
e th

e m
issiles an

d
 b

o
m

b
ers fro

m
 C

u
b
a. W

e co
u
ld

 

sen
se fro

m
 th

e to
n
e o

f th
e m

essag
e th

at ten
sio

n
 in

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates w

as in
d
eed

 reach
in

g
 a critical p

o
in

t. 

W
e w

ro
te a rep

ly
 to

 K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 w
h
ich

 w
e said

 th
at 

w
e h

a in
stalled

 th
e m

issiles w
ith

 th
e g

o
al o

f d
efen

d
-

in
g
 C

u
b
a an

d
 th

at w
e w

ere n
o
t p

u
rsu

in
g
 an

y
 o

th
er 

aim
s ex

cep
t to

 d
eter an

 in
v
asio

n
 o

f C
u
b
a an

d
 to

 g
u
ar-

an
tee th

at C
u
b
a co

u
ld

 fo
llo

w
 i s co

u
rse d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y
 

its o
w

n
 p

eo
p
le rath

er th
an

 o
n
e d

ictated
 b

y
 so

m
e th

ird
 

p
arty

. 
' 

	

	
W

h
ile w

e co
n
d
u
cted

 so
m

e o
f th

is ex
ch

an
g
e th

ro
u
g
h
 

o
fficial d

ip
lo

m
atic,:eh

an
n
els, th

e m
o
re co

n
fid

en
tial let. 

ters w
ere relay

ed
 'to

 u
s -  th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e P
resid

en
t's b

ro
th

-

er. H
e g

av
e D

o
b
ry

n
in

 h
is telep

h
o
n
e n

u
m

b
er an

d
 ask

ed
 

h
im

 to
 call at an

y
 tim

e. O
n
ce, w

h
en

 R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 

talk
ed

 w
ith

 D
o
b
ry

n
in

, h
e w

as alm
o
st cry

in
g
. "I h

av
en

't 

seen
 m

y
 ch

ild
ren

 fo
r d

ay
s n

o
w

," R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 said

, 

"an
d
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

asn
't seen

 h
is eith

er. W
e're sp

en
d
-

in
g
 all d

ay
 an

d
 n

ig
h
t at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se; I d

o
n
't k

n
o
t 

' h
o
w

 m
u
ch

 lo
n
g
er w

e can
 h

o
ld

 o
u
t ag

ain
st o

u
r- g

en
-

erals." 

4. O
bviously, this Is K

hrusbehev's ow
n version of -vhst w

oe 

rep
o
rted

 to
 h

im
. T

h
ere is n

o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at th

e P
resid

en
t eat. 

acting out of fear of a m
ilitary

 tak
e-o

v
er. 
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W
e co

u
ld

 see th
at w

e h
ad

 to
 reo

rien
t o

u
r p

o
sitio

n
 	

= 

'iw
iftly

. -"C
o
m

rad
es," I said

, "w
e h

av
e to

 lo
o
k
 fo

r a 

d
ig

n
ified

 w
ay

 o
u
t o

f th
is co

n
flict. A

t th
e sam

e tim
e, 

o
f co

u
rse, w

e m
u
st m

ak
e su

re th
at w

e d
o
 n

o
t co

m
p
ro

- 

in
ise C

u
b
a." W

e sen
t th

e A
m

erican
s a n

o
te say

in
g
 th

at 

w
e ag

reed
 to

 rem
o
v
e o

u
r m

issiles an
d
T

arib
ers o

n
 th

e 

co
n
d
itio

n
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t g
iv

e u
s h

is assu
ran

ce th
at 

th
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 in

v
asio

n
 o

f C
u
b
a b

y
 th

e fo
rces o

f 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates o

r ,an
 y

,b
o
d
y
 .else. F

in
ally

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

g
av

e in
 an

d
 ag

reed
 to

 m
ak

e a statem
en

t g
iv

in
g
 u

s su
ch

 

an
 assu

ran
ce. 

sh
o
u
ld

 m
en

tio
n
 th

at o
u
r sid

e's p
o
licy

 w
as, fro

m
 th

e 

o
u
tse

t, w
o
rk

e
d
 o

u
t in

 th
e
 c

o
lle

c
tiv

e
 le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
. It 

w
asn

't u
n
til after tw

o
 o

r th
ree len

g
th

y
 d

iscu
ssio

n
s o

f 

th
e m

atter th
at w

e h
ad

 d
ecid

ed
 it w

as w
o
rth

 th
e risk

 

to
 in

stall m
issiles o

n
 C

u
b
a in

 th
e first p

lace. It h
ad

 

b
een

 m
y
 feelin

g
 th

at th
e in

itial, as w
ell as th

e su
b
se-

q
u
en

t, d
ecisio

n
s sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e fo
rced

 d
o
w

n
 an

y
o
n
e's 

th
ro

at. I h
ad

 m
ad

e su
re to

 g
iv

e th
e co

llectiv
e lead

er-

sh
ip

 tim
e fo

r th
e p

ro
b
lem

 to
 cry

stallize in
 ev

ery
o
n
e's 

m
ind. I had w

anted m
y com

rades to accept and support 

th
e d

ecisio
n
 w

ith
 a clear co

n
scien

ce an
d
 a fu

ll u
n
d
er-

stan
d
in

g
 o

f w
h
at th

e co
n
seq

u
en

ces o
f p

u
ttin

g
 th

e m
is-

siles o
n
 C

u
b
a m

ig
h
t b

e--n
am

ely
, w

ar w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 

S
tates. E

v
ery

 step
 w

e h
ad

 tak
en

 h
ad

 b
een

 carefu
lly

 

considered by the collective. 
A

s so
o
n
 as w

e an
n
o
u
n
ced

 p
u
b
licly

 th
at w

e w
ere 

read
y
 to

 rem
o
v
e o

u
r m

issiles fro
m

 C
u
b
a, th

e A
m

eri-

can
s b

ecam
e arro

g
an

t an
d
 in

sisted
 o

n
 sen

d
in

g
 an

 in
-

sp
ectio

n
 team

 to
 th

e islan
d
. W

e an
sw

ered
 th

at th
ey

'd
 

h
av

e to
 g

et th
e C

u
b
an

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's p
erm

issio
n
 to

 d
o
 

th
at. T

h
en

 th
e C

h
in

ese an
d
 A

m
erican

 p
ress started

 

b
o
o
tin

g
 an

d
 sh

o
u
tin

g
 ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 K
h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 h

ad
 

tu
rn

ed
 co

w
ard

 an
d
 b

ack
ed

 d
o
w

n
. I w

o
n
't d

en
y
 th

at 

w
e w

ere o
b
lig

ed
 to

 m
ak

e so
m

e b
ig

 co
n
cessio

n
s in

 th
e 

interests of peace. W
e even consented to the inspection 

o
f o

u
r sh

ip
s—

b
u
t o

n
ly

 fro
m

 th
e air. W

e n
ev

er let th
e 

A
m

erican
s actu

ally
 set fo

o
t o

n
 o

u
r d

eck
s, th

o
u
g
h
 w

e 

4
!4

: let th
em

 satisfy
 th

em
selv

es th
at w

e w
ere really

 

?m
oving our m

issiles. 
ipnce 

th
e ev

acu
atio

n
 w

as b
eg

u
n
, th

ere w
as so

m
e 

4
n
estio

n
 in

 o
u
r m

in
d
s w

h
eth

er th
e A

m
erican

s w
o
u
ld

 

! 


