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O
.p

rtseete L
IE

 T
i. N

o
w

 Y
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h
a
r
 

3yrne to R
elease L

indbergh F
iles, 49 Y

ears A
fter the K

idnappin 

U
n

ite
d

 P
rro

n
 in

le
rn

n
t1

o
n

a
l 

overnor B
yrne exam

ining ladder said to have been used in the L
indbergh kidnapping. W

ith him
 w

ere, from
 left: 

C
linton L

 P
agano, state police chief; D

avid T
. W

ilents, w
ho prove rated case; A

ttorney G
eneral Jam

es R
. Z

ang,. 

T
R

E
N

T
O

N
, O

ct. 6 —
 G

overnor B
yrne 

said today that he w
ould issue en execu-

tive order m
aking 90,000 docum

ents and 
pieces of evidence in the kidnapping-
m

urder of the infant son of C
harles A

. 
L

in
d
b
erg

h
 av

ailab
le to

 sch
o
lars an

d
 

other "interested parties." 
T

he m
ove cam

e after the w
idow

 of the 
m

an
 co

n
v
icted

 o
f th

e crim
e, B

rtin
o
 

R
ich

ard
 H

au
p
tm

an
, filed

 su
it fo

r th
e 

docum
ents w

ith the idea of proving that 
her husband w

as innocent of the crim
e 

49 years ego. H
auptm

ann w
as 

found 
guilty In a sensational trial four years 
later and electrocuted. 

M
r. B

yrne said he w
as not concerned 

that his order w
ould give H

auptm
ann's 

w
idow

, A
nna, an opportunity to prove 

her husband's innocence and that if she 
w

as successful, to sue the state for dam
-

ages. H
e said the state w

ould "have a 
m

oral responsibility to respond" to M
rs. 

H
auptm

ann's suit if she succeeded. 
H

o
w

ev
er, h

e ex
p
ressed

 co
n
fid

en
ce 

th
at an

y
 o

b
jectiv

e rev
iew

 o
f th

e m
a-

terial w
ould confirm

 that state's actions 
in the case w

ere co
rrect an

d
 th

at th
e 

jury verdict w
as just. 

H
e also said he hoped the opening of 

the file w
ould insure that the questions  

surrounding the case "w
ill not be kid; 

around for years and years to com
e." 

M
rs. H

au
p
tm

an
n
's co

u
rt p

ap
ers 

q
u
estin

g
 th

e o
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e file w

e 
filed to assist one of tw

o m
en w

ho cis 
to be L

indbergh's son and to open the 
for the first tim

e to scholars and ott 
"interested parties." 

D
avid T

. W
ilentz, the form

er State 
torney G

eneral w
ho successfully pro. 

cuted the case, w
alked into a conferen 

room
 at N

ew
 Jersey S

tate P
olice H

en 
quarters today and saw

 a crude thre 
p
iece lad

d
er stan

d
in

g
 in

 th
e 

com
e 

photographs of the infant's clothing 
an easel and the original ransom

 not 
lying on a table. 

"T
h
is Is th

e first tim
e I'v

e seen
 

since the trial," the 86-year-old lav,-y 
said of the evidence. 

M
r. W

ilentz said he had no objectit 
to the executive order, but he characte 
ized as "ridiculous and absurd" rece 
allegations in the court papers filed t 
M

rs. H
auptm

ann that "exculpatory ev 
d
eu

ce" h
ad

 b
een

 w
ith

h
eld

 d
u
rin

g
 tl 

trial. 
"N

othing I know
 of could possibly eu 
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C
ontinued F

rom
 P

age B
I 

p
ort an

 allegation
 th

at an
yth

in
g w

as 
su

p
p

ressed
,"

 M
r. W

en
tz said

. 
H

e said he had had no hand in collect-
L

ag the evidence, noting that the bulk of 
the case cam

e from
 N

ew
 Y

ork. 
"

1 tried
 th

e case,"
 h

e said
. "

I p
re-

sen
ted

 w
h

atever evid
en

ce th
e state p

o- 
lice an

d
 th

e F
.B

.I. h
ad

. I d
id

 w
h

at you
 

w
ou

ld
 exp

ect som
eon

e w
h

o w
as 

th
e 

prosecutor w
ould do." 

H
e then gave the follow

ing description 
of som

e of the key evidence: 
"

T
h

e m
an

 w
h

o p
ossessed

 th
e ran

som
 

m
oney gave one of the bills to a gas sta-

tion attendant w
ho w

as aw
ake and w

ho 
alerted the police. 

"
T

h
ey w

en
t to H

au
p

tm
an

n
's h

om
e in

 
the B

ronx and found a lot of the ransom
 

m
on

ey in
 th

e h
ou

se. H
e h

ad
 it all th

e 
tim

e. H
an

d
w

ritin
g exp

erts said
 th

ere 
w

as no doubt he w
rote the reason notes. 

A
n

 exp
ert from

 C
aliforn

ia said
 p

art of 
th

e lad
d

er cam
e from

 H
au

p
tm

an
n

's 
attic."

 
A

m
on

g th
e p

h
otograp

h
ic evid

en
ce on

 
d

isp
lay w

as a p
ictu

re of H
au

p
tm

an
n

's 
b

ed
room

 closet d
oor w

h
ere h

e w
as su

p
-

p
osed

 to h
ave w

ritten
 th

e ad
d

ress an
d

 
telephone num

ber of D
r. John F

. C
ondon 

of N
ew

 Y
ork

, w
h

o h
ad

 acted
 as th

e go-
betw

een for the ransom
 paym

ent. 
U

n
d

er th
e p

ictu
re Is a cap

tion
 th

at 
co

n
ta

in
s th

e ex
p

la
n

a
tio

n
 g

iv
en

 b
y
 

H
au

p
tm

an
 at h

is trial —
 "

I w
as in

ter-
ested

 in
 th

e case an
d

 jotted
 th

e ad
d

ress 
and phone num

ber dow
n on the inside of 

the bedroom
 closet." 

M
r. W

ilen
tz said

 h
e k

n
ew

 n
oth

in
g 

ab
ou

t an
 offer b

y H
au

p
tm

an
n

 to tak
e a 

lie-detector test. 
"I never heard of it," he said. 
A

t that point, C
ol. C

linton L
. P

agano, 
th

e S
u

p
erin

ten
d

en
t of S

tate P
olice, in

-
terru

p
ted

 to say,"
 i th

in
k

 h
e h

ad
 on

e at 
that tim

e." M
r. B

yrne agreed. 
C

olon
el P

agan
o said

 th
at a recen

t re-
exam

in
ation

 of som
e of th

e evid
en

ce 
u

sin
g m

od
ern

 tools, su
ch

 as an
 electron

 
m

icroscope, confirm
ed that the clothing 

found on the decom
posed body of the in-

fant that w
as judged to be the L

indbergh 
b

ab
y m

atch
ed

 cloth
in

g fou
n

d
 in

 th
e 

n
u

rsery in
 th

e H
op

ew
ell m

an
sion

 occu
-

pied by the L
indberghs. 

In addition, thread used to sew
 a poul-

tice to the nightclothes m
atched .a spool 

of thread in the nursery used by a nurse 
to sew

 th
e p

ou
ltices to th

e in
fan

t's gar-
m

ents. 


