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TESTIFYING BEFORE the Labor-Management Comntioion

of Inquiry Monday in Baton Rouge, Teamster boss Edward
Grady Partin waves a copy of the stale’s argument before

the Louisiana Supreme Court. He elaims the argument
proves existence of a plot to get him to change his federal
court testimony about imprisoned ex-Teamster chief James
C. Hoffa.

, Tecords as

Inquiry Called Attempt
Force Testimony Change

Partin Lists Charges at

By C. M. HARGRODER
{TImes-Plcoy! if Correspondent)
BATON ROUGE, La.—Team-

ster business agent Edward
Grady Partin Monday charged
the whole Labor-Management
Commission of inquiry was an
attempt to force him to change
previous -testimony which re-
"sulted in conviction of Teamster
boss James Hoffa.

His charge came in a pre-
pared statement he read to
the commission in which he
repeated. charges he injected
in a federal court action Fri-
day that there was 4 con-
spiracy of commission em-
ployes to murder six Team-
sters.

The commission meets Tues-
day in executive session at
which time Dr. Paul M. Hebert,
vice - chairman, Indicated he
would urge that the Partin
statement be stricken from the
“irrelevant’” and
“not germane” to the inquiry.

The commission’s intent Mon-

day was to hear. of conditions
;which caused the construction
IShI.ltdOWn last July in this area,
the present clinrate of labor-
management relations, and to
obtain recommendations to im-
prove that climate,

SAID PREPOSTEROUS

Partin’s statement, said He-
bert, was a "pr:eposteraus" a8-
sortment of  “incongruities’
which charged that *virtually
everything that has happened”
was “a part of some giant con-
spiracy . , . onits face ridicu-
lous.” There was doubt that
such a statement should be in-
corporated in the records, ' he
said, and the commission will
decide Tuesday in closed ‘ses-
sion. The result; he said, would

be made public at a subsequent

hearing. ©© 4 |

" There was a clash of person—
ality later in the day at a brief
recess when city Judge' Wil-
liam Hawk Daniels, former
assistant district attorney, ac-
costed A. Harry Roberts, chief
commission nvestigator, in the
lobby and accused Roberts of
violating an agreement.

State AFL-CIO leader, Vie-

(offered union labor-“‘many oth-
|er considerations .

tor Bussie, the leadoff witness
of seven heard Monday, pin-
pointed the major cause of the
July, 1967, shutdown as “‘a
great deal of greed” on the
part of union, contractors and
clients, largely brought on by
cost plus contracts.
‘Bugsie jtemized the underly-
ing problems as “‘extreme short-
age of skilled labor,” and short-
ages ‘of materials and equip-
ment, These, he said led to
“loose operations . . . greed
. . and: poor judgment,”
As for the shutdown itself he
said that the boom construction
period resulted in many clients
rushing to contractors who of-
fered incentives to labor beyond
contract agreements to get their
projects completed.
BUSSIE CHARGES
LContractors, he ‘charged, often

. -+ not dealt
with .in their -contracts.” He
alleged that some contractors
offered trave] time and said
there were even instances where
contractors hired too nrany men
for the work to be performed
because cost plus contracts
required these posmtms be
filled,

As evldence ot his greed alle-
gations, Bussie declared one
contractor obtained the use of
48 cranes with an operator for
each “‘when the most he could
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INQUIRY RIPPED

BY PARTIN

Continued from Page 1

have used on any one day was
20_”

The state labor leader con-
tinued he had been told of nu-
© merous instances of employes
being hired to stay home be-
cause the contractors thought
it ‘would be embarrassing to
idle on the job. This, Bussie
said, “affected moral of the
men on the job.”

. “If both labor and manage-

ment had lived up to the con-
.iracts existing, there would

have been no shutdown,” Bus-
sie averied. He said the con-
tracts “were clear enough.”

He also told the commission,
‘1 think there was some break-
down in law enforcement.” He
did not clarify.

James H. Gill, manager of
the Baton Rouge Industrial Con-
tractors Association, opened his
testimony declaring, “I have
never offered any money or re-
. Wards to anyone to violate any
law.”

' Gill, too,-declared the chief
difficulty last summer was the
failure of some contractors and
unjons to honor their contracts.
He itemized the problems as
the unusua] building hoom, a
shortage of skilled craftsmen
and the bidding for union em-
ployes offering benefits beyond
the contracts.

. “This bidding for non-contract
benefits became a matter for
daily job site bargaining agree-
ments,"” Gill said.

1. ‘FINAL STRAW’ i

He said the final straw “was
the failure of the local electri-
cal union and the local Team-
ster union to resolve their juris-
dictional disputes.” Such dis-
putes, he said, are usually re-
ferred to the international un-
ion, but contractors were un-
able to get union leaders to
meet.

./Gill declared that “memoran-
dum of understanding” execut-
ed by confractors and unions
late last summer has done
much to improve relations. In
addition, he said, the Labor-
Management Commission “has
helped to stabilize the area.”

- Gill also recommended that
contractors and union leaders
should recognize their responsi-

cedures. “Work stoppages are
in violation of these agree-
ments,” he said, adding that
the appropriate time to bargain
is when contracts are renewed,
“not daily on the job.”

Industrial investment in Lou-
isiana for the first three
months of 1968 is down 28 per
cent for a similar period in
1967, W. T. Hackett Jr., direc-
tor of commerce and indus-
try, told the commission,

‘Because plant announcements
and construction starts con-
tinue, people have a tendency
to assume that we are weather-
ing last summer’s storm,”
Hackeft said. “This is not en-
tirely true.” Hackett continued,
“According to the records of
my department, industria] in-
vestment in Louisiana for the
first quarter of 1968 was down
20 per cent from the average
for the first quarters of the
196567 period.”

Hackett told the commission
“it is not unusual for construc-
tion costs in the Baton Rouge
area to run 10 to 20 per cent
higher than in the Houston
area.”

He continued, “the net effect
has been to make it more dif-
ficult to sell Louisiana as an
ideal industrial location. Con-
struction labor cost can run as
much as 40 per cent of the total
cost of a new plant. On a $100
million plant that is $40 million.
Anything -that tends to drive
that cost still higher is bound
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tent
well.!
Ralph Howe, manager of
the Baton Rouge Humble Re-
finery and member of the
commission, said his informa-
tion showed the Baton Rouge
Iaher force, prior to the build-
ing hoom, had dropped as low
as 4,500 men, and had rebuilt
;‘()II an estimated 12,000 to 14,
“This presents a real strain
on the effective productivity . . .
because of dilution of skills” re-
sulting from the addition of the
“necessary” number of men.
Materials, he said, “dropped
down to the disappearing point”
at the time of the July shut-
down, and employes often “had
to work around” portions of the
project on which materials were
delayed. ‘
On his own construction pro-
ject, Howe charged, there were
several episodes of equipment
sahotage. He said electric cords
were cuf, conduits and cables
were sawed through. It present-
ed hazardous conditions not only
to. construction employes but to
permanent plant personnel as
well he said. When the reports
circulated that members of “the

throughout the state as

two warring factions ' (Team-
sters and electricians) were
carrying weapons,” he said he
_construc-

decided to shutdown
tion at Humble.

Partin testified that proof of
the conspiracy can be found in
legal arguments by State Atty.
Gen. Jack Gremillion in the re-
moval case of New Orleans Dist.
Judge Malcolm O'Hara before

the state supreme court,

The labor leader lashed out
at Gov. John McKeithen, say-

ing the governor has been
part of the effort to get rid
of him and his union.
McKeithen, he said, has
successfully established a vir-
tual police state in Louisiana
that makes Huey Long’s dic-
tatorial tactics look like kin-
dergarten stuff.”

to make industry pause.”
. HACKETT SAYS
Hackett told the commission
“I do not expect a sudden ces-
sation of plants moving into
this area, but rather a slow, but
steady decline. And the longer
we slide down hill the longer it
will take us to get back on fop.
The plants we have lost, the
plants we are losing, and the
plants we will lose in the fu-
ture are irrevokably lost, We
can never get them back.”
Hackett warned that either the
present  situation ‘“‘must be
changed or we must resign our-

selves to a steady decline in
industrial growth in the Baton

Rouge area, and to a lesser ex-

bility to follow contract pro-

Agents of the commission
have been accused of bribery in
court proceedings, Partin said,
but these accusations have
brought no protests or investi-
gations by members of the
agency. y
~ Neither has a commission in-
vestigation been launched to de-
termine if it is true that six
Teamsters have heen “singled
out for murder by agents of the
commission,” as charged in a
federal court . petition, Partin
said. . |

- He said commission agents
engaged in = “storm-irooper
tactics” in arresting members
of the teamsters local last
week,

Partin also charged that Asst.
Atty. Gen, Thomas McFerring,
who handles the commission’s
legal duties, offered teamster
Wade McClanahan a $100,000
bribe to gef him to sign a state-
ment involving Partin in crimi-
nal activities, I

“It has also been charged that
this money, this bribe money,
was to be donated by Texaco,
Shell and Esso Oil Companies,”
he said.




