
C DIE UNIT WINS 
BATTLE AGAINST 
BARING RECORDS 

T
h
e M

etro
p
o
litan

 C
rim

e 
C

om
m

ission today w
on a m

a-
jor victory in its fight to pre-
v
en

t D
istrict A

tto
rn

ey
 Jim

 
G

arrison from
 requiring it to 

produce its records. 

T
h
e L

o
u
isian

a S
u
p
rem

e 
C

o
u
rt rev

ersed
 a C

rim
in

al 
D

istrict C
ourt decision uphold-

ing a subpena for the records 
to be produced before the O

r-
leans P

arish grand jury. 

T
he court, in an opinion by 

A
ssociate Justice E

. H
ow

ard 
M

cC
alebi ruled that the sub-

p
en

a w
as u

n
reaso

n
ab

le an
d
 

oppressive. 
IN

 T
H

E
 C

O
U

R
T

R
O

O
M

 w
hen  

the decision w
as handed dow

n 
w

as M
rs. L

o
u
ise S

. K
o
rn

s, 
assistant district attorney, w

ho 
said a new

 subpena w
ould be 

req
u
ested

 settin
g
 o

u
t in

 a 
m

ore specific fashion the rec- 

ords sought. 
T

he case grew
 out of a se-

ries of articles in L
ife m

aga-
zin

e, w
h
ich

 said
 o

rg
an

ized
 

crim
e flourishes in N

ew
 O

r-
leans and L

ouisiana, G
arrison 

contends there is no organized 
crim

e in the city. 
T

he crim
e panel, w

hich sup-
plied som

e of the inform
ation 

used in the L
ife articles, w

as 
called

 b
efo

re th
e ju

ry
 an

d
 

questioned. T
he com

m
ission 

and its president, E
. C

. U
p-

to
n
 Jr., resisted

. C
rim

in
al 

D
istrict C

ourt sustained issu-
ance of the subpena, w

hich 
w

as set aside today. 
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that the commission Pis re-
quired by the order to pro-
duce the names and records 
of every informer it may have 
employed . . . whether or not 
such informer has given any 
information as to the-  opera-
tion of organized crime." 

"Thus," said the opinion, 
"the Grand Jury has in ef-
fect thrown out a net in 
which it seeks without limit 
to secure private information, 
even though much of the in-
formation sought may not re-
late in any way to the exist-
ence of organized crime. 

"We think the data request-
ed is highly unreasonable and 
oppressive and hold that the 
issuance of the subpena be 
vacated." 

NINE PAGES LONG, the 
court's decree said that Arti-
cle 732 of the new Code of 
Criminal Procedure provides 
for the issuance of such a 
subpena to a person to pro-
duce at a hearing or trial 
tangible things in his posses-
sion or under his control • . . 
"if a reasonable, accurate 
description thereof is given 
. . . 

But, said Justice McCaleb, 
"the court shall vacate or 
modify the subpena If it is 
unreasonable or oppressive." 

The commission and .Upton, 
said the Supreme Court, were 
ordered to produce all "docu-
ments, papers, records, books, 
accounts and information . . . 
which disclose and/or reveal 
the name and address of any 
informer . . . including in-
formers being classified as 
confidential informers, and 
further all records which dis-
close the informers who were 
paid for information supplied 
to the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission . . . as well as 
the amount paid to each." 

• 


