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Life Threatened, B
ut G

overnor N
apped! 

B
y B

IL
L

 L
Y

N
C

H
 

(S
tates-Item

 B
ureau) 

B
A

T
O

N
 R

O
U

G
E

—
W

h
en

 w
o
rd

 o
f a th

reat ag
ain

st th
e 

governor's life w
as received by m

em
bers of G

ov. John M
c-

K
eith

en
's p

arty
 in

 M
o
b
ile, A

:a., th
ey

 w
ere in

 a h
o
tel. 

T
here w

ere tw
o L

ouisiana state policem
en, an A

labam
a 

state p
o
'icern

an
 assig

n
ed

 as a ro
u
tin

e m
atter, an

d
 aid

es to
 

the governor. 
T

h
e p

o
licem

en
 an

d
 th

e aid
es in

creased
 th

eir secu
rity

 
w

ith even the aides arm
ing them

selves w
ith pistols and do-

ing their best to keep the governor off the 
streets. 

T
he alleged suspect w

as a convict just 
o
u
t o

f th
e A

n
g
o
la p

en
iten

tiary
 w

h
o
 p

u
r-

p
o
rted

ly
 w

as en
 ro

u
te to

 M
o
b
ile to

 fill a 
"co

n
tract" o

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's life. G

en
. 

T
hom

as D
. B

urbank, head of the D
epart-

m
ent of P

ublic S
afety, notified the gover-

n
o
r an

d
 alerted

 A
lab

am
a au

th
o
rities. 

A
lab

am
a p

o
lice sp

o
tted

 th
e su

sp
ect 

ab
o
u
t a h

u
n
d
red

 m
iles fro

m
 th

e city
 an

d
 

fo
llo

w
ed

 h
im

 to
 a M

o
b
ile m

o
te. H

ad
 h

e 
m

a
d
e
 a

n
y
 e

ffo
rt to

 e
n
te

r to
w

n
, th

e
y
 

panned to pick him
 up. 

G
en

. B
u
rb

an
k
 rep

o
rted

 later th
at th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u
r 

th
reats ag

ain
st th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r, In

clu
d
in

g
 th

e o
n
e o

n
 h

is trip
 

to M
obile w

here he attended the Interstate O
il C

om
pact C

om
-

m
ission m

eeting June 10-11. 

M
cK

eithen reportedly shrugged off the report w
hen he 

first h
eard

 it an
d
 w

ith
in

 1
0
 m

in
u
tes w

as tak
in

g
 a n

ap
. 

T
h
e o

th
er th

reats are still u
n
d
er in

v
estig

atio
n
 b

y
 th

e 
state police. 
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M
E

A
N

W
H

IL
E

, T
H

E
 G

O
V

E
R

N
O

R
 H

A
S

 just about left 
th

e L
eg

islatu
re to

 sin
k
 o

r sw
im

 o
n
 its o

w
n
 acco

rd
. M

an
y
 

w
ho w

ould like to see forceful leadership dem
onstrated are 

callin
g
 it th

e w
o
rst sessio

n
 th

ey
'v

e ev
er seen

 as far as ac-
com

plishing anything is concerned. 
W

h
en

 ask
ed

 ab
o
u
t ex

ertin
g
 lead

ersh
ip

, M
cK

eith
en

 is 
q
u
ick

 to
 rem

in
d
 b

o
h
 law

m
ak

ers an
d
 th

e p
ress th

at w
h
en

 
he does he's accused of being a dictator. 

T
here is little to indicate now

 that the governor w
on't be 

in any less trouble in S
epem

ber than during the current leg-
islative session on raising taxes. T

he planned 15-day special 
session w

on't be enough unless the goveror can get the L
eg-

islatu
re to

 ag
reed

 ah
ead

 o
f tim

e o
n
 a tax

 p
ro

g
ram

 th
at's 

equitable in its application and not overboard in its am
ount. 

O
n
e o

f th
e sav

in
g
 !acto

rs th
at arriv

ed
 o

n
 th

e scen
e in

 
tim

e is a proposal in C
ongress to add a S

hreveport to N
ew

 
O

rleans link to the Interstate H
ighw

ay S
ystem

. T
his elim

i-
nates com

pletely the doubtful toll road proposition that w
as 

being pushed and a'so the need for four-?aping the route. 
B

u
t th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r w

ell k
n
o
w

s th
at in

 o
rd

er to
 p

u
t a 

tax program
 through in 15 days he'll have to com

e in w
ith 

one that's sold and not subject to m
uch change. If he plans  

an
y
 ap

p
ro

p
riatio

n
s o

u
t o

f th
e in

co
m

e, th
en

 th
e ap

p
ro

p
ria-

tio
n
 b

ills w
ill h

av
e to

 b
e p

assed
 w

ith
 fiv

e d
ay

s left in
 th

e 
session. 
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*
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R
E

P. E
M

E
R

Y
 V

IL
L

A
R

 O
F

 G
O

N
Z

A
L

E
S

 w
ill attem

pt to 
save his singe-shot voting m

achine bill next w
eek by rem

ov-
ing the am

endm
ent w

hich w
ould require candidates to run 

in divisions. T
he original bill sim

ply elim
inates the neces-

sity
 fo

r v
o
tin

g
 fo

r all o
ffices in

 a m
u
ltio

ffice race. 
L

ab
o
r lead

er V
icto

r B
u
ssie, w

h
o
 o

p
p
o
ses th

e d
iv

isio
n
 

m
eth

o
d
, is in

 fav
o
r o

f elim
in

atin
g
 th

e sin
g
le-sh

o
t d

ev
ice 

w
h
ich

 h
as b

een
 b

lam
ed

 fo
r a g

reat p
art in

 m
ach

in
e m

al-
functions and inaccurate vote counts. 

B
u
ssie o

p
p
o
ses th

e d
iv

isio
n
 m

eth
o
d
 o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
s it 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

erm
it a v

o
ter to

 v
o
te fo

r th
e sam

e m
en

 if th
e 

tw
o
 ran

 ag
ain

st each
 o

th
er in

 a p
articu

lar division. O
n the 

other hand he says that the requirem
ent on m

ultoffice vot-
ing m

akes voters vote for candidaes they know
 nothing about 

and m
ight not even support. 

T
h
e co

u
n
ter arg

u
m

en
t is th

at a tru
e m

ajo
rity

 can
't h

e 
o
b
tain

ed
 an

d
 it sets u

p
 

a 
situ

atio
n
 w

h
ereb

y
 m

in
o
rity

 o
r 

special interest groups could gain an advantage by concen-
trating on one or tw

o candidates. 
B

oth sides have good argum
ents, but there is one thing 

certain—
the voting m

achines aren't doing the job they are 
supposed to do—

accurately tabulating ballots—
and 'som

e-
thing ought to be done. 
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