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Hutchison also testified that Ruth Paine was an occasional customer
in his store;®® however, Mrs. Paine indicated that she was not in
the store as often as Hutchison testified ; ** and her appearance is dis-
similar to the description of the woman Hutchison stated was Mrs.
Paine.**® In light of the strong reasons for doubting the correctness
of Hutchison’s testimony and the absence of any other sign that Oswald
ever possessed a personal check for $189, the Commission was unable to
conclude that he ever received such a check.

The Commission has also examined a report that, not long before
the assassination, Oswald may have received unaccounted funds
through money orders sent to him in Dallas. Five days after the
assassination, C. A. Hamblen, early night manager for the Western
Union Telegraph Co. in Dallas, told his superior that about 2 weeks
earlier he remembered Oswald sending a telegram from the office to
Washington, D.C., possibly to the Secretary of the Navy, and that the
application was completed in an unusual form of hand printing®
The next day Hamblen told a magazine correspondent who was in
the Western Union office on other business that he remembered seeing
Oswald in the office on prior occasions collecting money orders for
small amounts of money.** Soon thereafter Hamblen signed a state-
ment relating to both the telegram and the money orders, and specify-

ing two instances in which he had seen the person he believed to be -

Oswald in the office; in each instance the man had behaved disagreeably
and one other Western Union employee had become involved in as-
gisting him.®*

During his testimony, Hamblen did not recall with clarity the
statements he had previously made, and was unable to state whether
the person he reportedly had seen in the Western Union office was or

was not Lee Harvey Oswald.®™ Investigation has disclosed that a

second employee does recall one of the occurrences described by
Hamblen, and believes that the money order in question was delivered
“to someone at the YMCA?”; however, he is unable to state whether or
not the man involved was Oswald.® The employee referred to by
Hamblen in connection with the second incident feels certain that the
unusual episode described by Hamblen did not occur, and that she at
no time observed Oswald in the Western Union office.®*

At the request of Federal investigators, officers of Western Union
conducted a complete search of their records in Dallas and in other
cities, for the period from June through November 1963, for money
orders payable to Lee Harvey Oswald or his known aliases and for
telegrams sent by Oswald or his known aliases. In addition, all money
orders addressed to persons at the YMCA in Dallas during October
and November 1963 were inspected, and all telegrams handled from
November 1 through November 22 by the employee who Hamblen
assertedly saw mervice Oswald were examined, as were all telegrams
sent frow Dallas to Washington during November. No indication of
any such money order or telegram was found in any of these records.®’
Hamblen himself participated in this search, and was “unab'e * * * to

pin down any of these telegrams or money orders that would indicate
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it »w {ywald.” ® Hamblen’s superiors have concluded “that this
w' wbung was a figment of Mr. Hamblen'’s imagination,” ** and the
C:»vmsmmion accepts this assessment.

~)SSIBLE CONSPIRACY INVOLVING JACK RUBY

«4 Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald at 11:21 a.m., on Sunday,
Nosesoher 24, 1963, shortly after Ruby entered the basement of the
Ir s Police Department. Almost immediately, speculation arese
the Huby had acted on behalf of members of a conspiracy who had
plas e the killing of President Kennedy and wanted to silence
Owwatd. This section of chapter VI sets forth the Commission’s in-
ves: smtion into the possibility that Ruby, together with Oswald
or = %k others, conspired to kill the President, or that Ruby, though

.net gart of any such conspiracy, had accomphces in the slaying of

Oswwid. Presented first are the results of the Commission’s de-
tatw! inquiry into Ruby’s actions from November 21 to November 24.
Tn sddition, this section analyzes the numerous rumors and suspicions
that Hwby and Oswald were acquainted and examines Ruby’s back-
grownd and associations for evidence of any conspiratorial relationship
or sstive. A detailed life of Ruby is given in appendix X VI which
provides supplemental information about Ruby and his associations.

Puaby's Activities From November 21 to Novembef 24,1963

The Commission has attempted to reconstruct as precisely as possi-

ble thw movements of Jack Ruby during the period November
21~-November 24, 1963. It has done so on the premise that, if
Jack Ruby were involved in 8 conspiracy, his activities and associa-
tions during this period would, in some way, have reflected the conspir-
atorial relationship. - The Commission has not attempted to determine
the tinse at which Ruby first decided to make his attack on Lee Harvey
Oswald, nor does it purport to evaluate the psychiatric and related
legal questions which have arisen from the assault upon ‘Oswald.
Ruby’s activities during this 3-day period have been scrutinized, how-

ever, for the insight they provide into whether the shooting of Oswﬂd _

was grmded in any form of conspiracy.

The #ve of the President’s visit—On Thursday, November 21, J ack
Ruby was attending to his usual duties as the proprietor of two Dalias
night spots—the Carousel Club, a downtown nightclub featuring strip-

tease dancers, and the Vegas Club, a rock-and-roll establishment in the.

Oaklawn section of Da.llas Both clubs opened for business each day
in the early evening and continued 7 days & week until after mid-
night.** Ruby arrived at the Carousel Club at about 8 p.m. Th

afternoon, as was his custom,** and remained long enough to chat

with o friend and receive messages from Larry Crafard, a handyman
and helper who lived at the Carousel®** Earlier in the day Ruby
had visted with a young lady who was job hunting in Dallas pmd



