
4 
U

C
L

A
 D

A
IL

Y
 B

R
U

IN
 	

T
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ebruary 7, 1967 

C
ontroversial L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald photo in spotlight 

B
y R

oz D
avis 

D
B

 A
ssociate C

ity E
d

itor 
A

 m
uch-discussed photograph 

o
f accu

sed
 p

resid
en

tial assassin
 

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 h

as ag
ain

 
been brought to public attention. 

A
t last w

eek
's d

eb
ate b

etw
een

 
M

ark
 L

an
e, W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
 critic, an

d
 U

C
L

A
 law

 p
ro

f. 
W

esley
 L

ieb
eler, L

ieb
eler d

is-
p
lay

ed
 a b

lo
w

n
-u

p
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 

p
o

rtray
in

g
 a m

an
 in

 a sim
ilar 

p
o
se to

 th
at o

f O
sw

ald
 in

 th
e 

p
ic

tu
re

 u
se

d
 a

s th
e
 c

o
v
e
r fo

r 
th

e F
eb

. 2
1
, 1

9
6
4
 issu

e o
f L

ife 
m

agazine. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 L

ieb
eler, w

h
o

 
w

a
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 - 1

4
 assistan

t 
counsels to the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sio
n

, th
e o

n
ly

 reaso
n

 h
e sh

o
w

ed
 

th
e p

ictu
re w

as to
 d

eo
m

o
n

strate 
th

a
t it w

a
s p

o
ssib

le
 to

 ta
k

e
 a

 
p
ictu

re an
d
 p

ro
d
u
ce th

e co
n
tro

-
versial conflicting shadow

s. 
H

o
w

ev
er, R

ay
m

o
n

d
 M

arcu
s, 

au
th

o
r o

f "T
h

e B
astard

 B
u

llet," 
w

h
o
 d

escrib
es h

im
self as "a p

ri-
vate citizen w

ith an independent 
m

in
d
" said

 th
at L

ieb
eler's p

re-
sen

tatio
n
 o

f th
e p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 w

as 
"tan

tam
o
u
n
t to

 th
e p

erp
etratio

n
 

o
f a h

o
ax

." 
A

ccurate representation? 
M

arcu
s said

 th
at L

ieb
eler at-

tem
pted to convince the audience 

th
at th

e p
ictu

re w
as an

 accu
rate 

representation of the O
sw

ald pic-
ture, w

hile M
arcus claim

s it w
as 

not. 
T

h
e O

sw
ald

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 in

 
q

u
e
stio

n
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 a
 p

o
in

t o
f 

objection for m
any C

om
m

ission 
critics. A

ccording to M
arcus, 75 

p
e
r c

e
n

t o
f th

e
 p

ro
fe

ssio
n
a
l 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
ers h

e q
u

estio
n

ed
 

said flatly that the O
sw

ald photo-
g
rap

h
 w

as a p
h
o
n
ey

. M
arcu

s 
said

 th
at th

e sh
ad

o
w

s in
 clu

es- 
--  

lion w
ere the one under the nose 

an
d
 th

e b
o
d
y
 sh

ad
o
w

. T
h
e d

is-
p

u
te

 a
ro

se
 o

v
e
r w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 

straig
h

t sh
ad

o
w

 u
n

d
er th

e n
o

se 
w

as co
n

g
ru

en
t w

ith
 th

e b
o

d
y

 
sh

ad
o
w

 w
h
ich

 w
as at an

 an
g
le. 

M
a
rc

u
s sa

id
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
s a

t-
tem

p
ted

 to
 g

et sim
ilar sh

ad
o
w

s 
in

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s h
e
 h

a
s ta

k
e
n

  

a
n

d
 a

d
d

e
d

 th
a
t h

e
 h

a
s n

e
v

e
r 

been successful. T
he purpose of 

L
ieb

eler's p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ic d

isp
lay

 
w

as "o
b
v
io

u
sly

 to
 p

ro
v
e th

at 
th

e
 O

sw
a
ld

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

 w
a
s 

leg
itim

ate," acco
rd

in
g

 to
 M

ar-
cus. 

L
ieb

eler said
 th

at th
e p

h
o

to
-

g
ra

p
h

s w
e
re

 n
o

t e
x

a
c
tly

 th
e
  

sam
e, b

u
t th

at th
ey

 w
ere v

ery
 

sim
ilar. H

e n
o
ted

 th
at th

e d
ate 

the photographs w
ere taken w

as 
n

o
t th

e sam
e, th

at th
e m

an
 in

 
L

ieb
eler's p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 h
ad

 m
o

re 
h
air an

d
 sm

aller ears, cau
sin

g
 

o
n

e ear n
o

t to
 sh

o
w

 at all an
d

 
th

e o
th

er to
 b

e b
arely

 v
isib

le. 
L

ieb
eler also

 stressed
 th

e fact  that the W
arren C

om
m

ission ha 
o
th

er ad
d
itio

n
al ev

id
en

ce sh
o
t 

in
g

 th
a
t th

e
 p

ic
tu

re
 w

a
sn

't 
com

posite, as claim
ed by m

an; 
O

n
e o

f th
e m

ain
 o

b
jectio

 
m

ade by M
arcus w

as that L
iet 

ler d
id

n
't sh

o
w

 th
e O

sw
ald

 p
 

-4 
tu

re b
y

 th
e sid

e o
f h

is (L
id

 
Ier's) picture. L

iebeler stated th 
it h

ad
n

't o
ccu

rred
 to

 h
im

 ai 
h

is p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

 w
a
s sh

o
e
 

m
erely to illustrate a point. 

E
ffects of photo 
In his discussion of the O

sw
a 

p
h

otograp
h

, M
arcu

s said
 th

at :1 
th

o
u

g
h

t th
a
t th

e p
h

o
to

g
ra

i 
"

p
roved

 to m
illion

s of A
m

e 
can

s th
at L

ee H
arvey O

sw
a 

w
as th

e
.  m

urderei-and—
thot 

it w
atax i ed

rth
iT

aF
taas the nIr. 

rinth- n
In

g
 p

ie
c
e
 o

f e
v
id

e
n

 
itQ

in
st O

sw
ald

."
 

L
ieb

eler rep
lied

 "
I su

p
p

ose 
h

as som
e p

sych
ological effect • 

b
u

t I su
ggest M

r. M
arcu

s ac 
dress his com

plaints to L
ife m

ai 
azin

e."
 

A
lon

g th
e sam

e lin
es, L

ieb
eh

 
h

as said
 th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 lik
e I 

h
av

e L
ife m

ag
azin

e ad
m

it p
u

l 
licly th

at it d
estroyed

 fou
r E

ra=
 1 

o
f th

e film
 u

sed
 b

y
 th

e C
o

n
 

m
ission in the investigation. 
T

he destruction of the fram
e} 

L
ieb

eler said
, d

id
 n

ot affect th
 

C
om

m
ission

's in
vestigation

 a 
th

ey h
ad

 th
e cop

ies of th
e or 

gin
al fram

es an
d

 u
sed

 th
ese fo 

exam
ination. - 

"It's siinply the fact," L
iebeh 

said
, "

th
at w

e d
id

n
't n

otice 
w

h
en

 w
e p

u
t th

e v
o
lu

m
es ti 

geth
er, th

at L
ife h

ad
 in

 fact n
i 

given us the com
plete set, and I' 

lik
e to

 h
a
v
e L

ife n
o
w

 a
d

m
 

p
u

b
licly

 th
a

t th
ey

 in
 fa

ct di 
destroy those fram

es." 

SID
E

 B
Y SID

E
 —

 The picture on the left of accused 
presidential assassin lee H

arvey O
sw

ald appeared 
on the cover of L

ife m
agazine on F

eb. 21, 1964. th
e 

picture on th
e righ

t w
as presen

ted by U
C

L
A

 law
 prof. 

W
esley L

iebeler at last w
eek's debate betw

een L
iebe-

ler and librren C
om

m
ission critic, M

ark lane. A
ccord- 

ing to L
iebeler, the shadow

 produced in his picture 
show

 that the controversial shadow
s in th

e O
sw

ald
 

photograph are possible to produce. O
ne C

om
m

ission 
critic, how

ever, has stated that Liebeler's picture is 
a "phoney." 


