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lay 28, 1956

hire Nave Nellinger
Liberation

5 Brekman St

New York 38, N.Y.

Vear iire Lellingor,

In today's meil I huve » copy of s lettar to you from Vincent elendris, dnted
Hay £6. Un thet morning I sent Lr. Uslsndrin, st his request, & copy of my book
by the specisl fourth-class book rate, "ith 1t wss 8 1ottar deted the previous
dny, & friendly lstter in r-svonse to his decentively friendly letter u:f:.fay 23,
If you desire 1 will provide you with coples or this correspondence und suy
relcted correspondence,

1 sm entiraly et a loss o undsrstend whet would secvm to be Hr. Saland.ria'n
deceptivene s, vh't I would, ns o non-lgjWyer, t.ke to be his slondere nnd

snesky redebsiting end his complete deporture from the Lsct of which he wes infomad
and which he could readily hnve checked for himself,.

I told bhim in gy lotter thet the book was emmpleted in mid-Februery 1965, cxcept
for o few minor sdditiouss 1 heve ull my worke +t is deteds 1 hove all my own
research, which is typeds I hove the receipt from the benk in which, sfter
completion of the bonk, I deposit 4 o sat of my notes for anfekeeping. 1 have the
correspondence with the publisher vho broke his contrecet covering the mi ling of
every chapter of the book, i heve records of the subsequont submission of the bock
to =11 ﬂ#the more than €0 publishenms in the United Strties slone to whom I offered

ite I etil' hove most of the topes on which I mode my 225&“hese run for six
hours esch, »nd my estimete 1a thet ebout 20 of them hove ptlll not been reused.
iy book was g 'nted s copyright in the widile of last yosrs

L chort time age I recelved sn even more venomous letter from Mr, Arn-ni, I tell
vou thisz beecsusa the eerbon lp, "elandrie sent ne indicates » copy wao sent to
bime 1 preswne it iz not unfair to imply = conneciions dn reply to Mr. ‘rnoni

on Muy 18 I cited his errors ond snswered them fwetunlly, 42 I seid shovwe, you
miay exomine thils corresponioence. Nis reply of WMay 20 resds in 1ts entirety, "I
wish t¢ snsver sach und every point you msde not only 1n your ledt: ar t%e but
also in whet is slowly becomine your aotorious correspondence to others, All
These snawers ere: Iir, you sre mad,”

Here, esrtcinly, »o hove o new dimsnsion in 'he employmont of the intellect,
# new concept of logle end reascning.

1 eon only presue the besis of these mieorsble, porsonsl mnd filse sttmcksupon
me, Dut I oen snd I do sssura you of the tr-th of whet I say, snd you ocen, 1f
you scce t my Invitstlon - regerd it ee o chollonge - conflrm them for jourself.
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But I did do more snd I did go further. In » letter to the viee pr==ident of Holt's
protesting Mark Lane's folse clein &f “discovery” of this report (Mr. Selendria

end iir, Armoni mede no refe ence to this claim and sent me no coples of letters

of protest) I told him that I wes not the first to publicly use the contents of =
the fjmrt‘ If tire Selendries feels wny aprrecintion, his expression take sn odd fois,

Caveele S Hopoto dortt) paseecrod MM&M}IW MM'%W a

I am sending e copy of this letter to Sylvl Meagher with the specific understofnding
thot beceuse of the umuisusl position she is in of friendship with the vsrious

principels to this dispute she not Le troubled. While I would like ha;;'m—

so desires and you desire to zsk her, I feel it iz unreasonable snd unfeir to

demund 1t of her and I do not. Mut 1f she fenls under any confidence sbout the
contents of sny conversations we have hed, sbout the contents of my copyrd thted

bock when she read 1t or the circumstences under which she resa it, of the

additions she sugrested end when she susrested them, or anything elase sbout the

beok itself, I do relsase her from such westriction, \lmest es much es I regret

this entira ly shemeful motter I regret her innocent invelvemont bacsuse of her

frierdships end I sugmest to you thot 4f you desire to lesrn who is truthful

snd who is not you can readily do so w!@fbut troubling her in eny way. Just

a¢copt my chellenge.

At the seme time I issue s chellengs %o kr, telwndrie, and + hide behind no
lewyers evasions such &s he o deftly exploits for his foul writing, sn exrmple
of which 1s his "perhsps unintentions1" in alleging plsglariam. I chellence him,
to whom I esm elso sending @ copy of this letter, to show me sny of the writings
of any others, himself pgf-eminently included, thut I, gded in my book, ‘ere I
fomilier with all the writings in the £121@, 1 would brosden this ewsn further,
but I do also chsllenge him %o neme e single compareble book completed et the
time mine was,.

£% the some time 1 mske cloar to you thet I wil) not y¢fld to his blsckmeil, for
how else, whether he is s friend of yours or not, csn I describe his lengusge in
several ports of his letter: "It secms thot the book has censiderable meriteee

If he should undertoke to do this ( i.e, credit Wiww Mr. sslondris snd sny others
hé has in mind for my own work) his book would deserve = werm reception...Only this
"one men's effort flaw detracte from sn otherwise importsnt contrihution to the
literature.”

1t hes jJust cone to mind that I cen sfjow you more than I offered. I also heve
correspondence with & liderery agent snd some leads snd sunmeries of my own/ not
hire balandria'a) snalyeis gaing}:mcl: to the very tim  of the sssassinetion, and
other similar materiels,

This ie the lust I shell hove to svy on the subject, unleass you accept my chsllenge.
I gannot afford the time or the emotion umoél and ite interference with my work
such debased and charaecterless esttucks on me « 4 heve borrowsd the down pay=
ment to the printer, I worked entirely without either income or subsidy, going furth-
er in debt to do the work, I nmow heven't the clightest ides where the coming next
poyment to the printer, due June 10, will come from, ond I freely acknowledge the
added difficulties Mr. S-lendris end Mr, Arnoni heve pleced in my way. As I did not
ttack Mr, Sslendrie for his twisting of the cleer mouning of the FBI report inte
8 defense of the msjor culprit; ss I did not use Merk Lene's {JAse claims for the
much-needed exploitation of my own booky; as I have not even written Trevor-Roper
ebout his own twisting of the feets to justifywlong with Verk lane snd Mr. SelnndMg,
their obvious effort to meke Farl Warren personslly the goat in this hor-ible thing
thet hes hapiened in our country, snd ss 4 heve sought to protect even Mr, Arnoni
from the just consenuences of hia own irresponsibility, st I tell you thot, unless
compelled to snother course, I sm done with this, If there is enything else you would
like of me, sek it, There sre meny constructive things Mr, Selendrie hes, despite his
quite exagrerated concept of vhat he hes done, left undone, #nd I'm working on them,
1 ehall acknowledge no more such slenders or intrusions. Sqncerely,



Agide from this, thers is the word of my wife, who typed all of my notes end
my mainuseript, but I presume such minds vs hrve rocently been mvesffed to me
would presume enything she would sey to be fnlae, There then remains what I
believe I can show you, although I cennot noW take the time to check my files
to confirm 1%, my spproeches to ma jor newspapers with my enolysis of the ha;m't
wth”s month of its isuuence and my informing # » prominent publie officiel of
t o8~ things I wao discovering es 1 discovered’them.

Those of lesser onqﬁy or dedication may be unwilling to brlieve 1t, but I worked
not less than 20 hours s day during the entire period I was working on my book,

liany deys Iworked eround the cloek, without going to bed et all, My ususl working
dey, in foot, was longer than 20 hours, I kept three tape machines, for the purchaess
of which I also heve records, busy. I still work this vway, olthough impaired

by s few foul intrusions into my time end thought. Mot ome mornming this week did

1 feil,to be at work by five a.m. st the latest, »nd I begen es eorly es four. Not
one night did I rethre until after 11, By 10 o'clock this moming I had completed
i8 18 pages of ths draft of = mogezine plece on this subject,

In 811 the time I was working on my book I do mot believe I bomght s single
magazine, yours, Arnoni's or any other, The earlicst writinz I cen now reesll
having seen other than my own was Dwizht Macfioneldbs Haocuire piece, which I saw
after I hod finished my book in Februery 1965, The few copies of your and Arnoni's
mogazines I hove were given me by others efter they resd them. And even cxaminetion
os these, especlally of Mr, Salandriae's writing, will revesl that elthough we
ofteh dealt} with the seme meterisl, we deslt with it diflerently.

Especially is this true of his hendling of the FBI report, with which I tedke 2 <
the sharpest possible dlssgreement. +t ia equally true of his deification of the
FBI end its agent Frazéer snd his sheltering of J, Edgar Hoover in his handling

of the FEI report. 4r, Salendrie dedicated an erticle to Frezier end, so none could
forpget his glorifiestion of the FEl, rcpinded his reeders of this tec him selient
fact in the subsejuent issue. I lesve to lire Selendrie's own belief wnd conselence
bis trestment of this material,

Although I mew of lire Salandria's article on the FEI report, I haa completsd
my own Fostseript on 1t Ye fore I saw it, oven the single page photocory Sylvis
lipagher mailed me, I slso lnew the erchive wes open, and es my correspond ‘nee
with Splvie Mesgher will reveal, if che elects to do this, 1 discouraged her
and regretbd others ettrecting ettention 1t. This was my belief. I bolieve it
was important for sll that pos ibly could /%6 be declaseified. There is nothing
in this FEI r port thet is not slready in my book, as you will see 1T you resad
it. In fect, 1t says essentiolly whst the FEI itself leaked, sside from the foet
that the non~fstal bullet went nowhere, and this is clesr from the testimony of
Kellermsn snd the -utopsy doctors, whomI quoted,

I 414 not eoseult iy, alondria for why I regard es his {wuorel use of this report.
But I dld ackowiedge in my bo:k, for no other rurpoza, &8 you will Bec if you

look 2t page 192, then to record thet he used this report before I did. retuelly,
there wes no ethiosl resuirement for this, From the tine Menchester hod socess to
the flles 1t wes not pos-ible for any other legitimete resscrchsr to be denled
access %o them, I do not lnow when 1 firast knew of his accaess, but without checking
my 3XF flles I know it wes more then s year ogo, for I recently saw s clipping

on this deted that far beck, Aatus 11y, I also introduced his writings to e London
newspaper in competition with my own, for they were considering serielizstion of
my book if it ng'# published in Inglend, snd they heave not Yot rejected it, I samk
You, wg.ﬁ‘t mo:re cculd eny feir person expect of me:
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