lep, John Lewis 7627 01d Receiver Road
House of Representatives Fredericlk, Md. 21702
Washington, DC 20515 3/23/93

Dear Chngressman Lewis,

Your request that the Army disclose its recopds of spying on black civil rights
leaders, as reported in our local papers, appears to me to be, based on personal know—
.ledpe and records I have,quite incomplete. I have soveral FBI files reflecting the
‘vouting to various military components of non-criminal information (and not infrequently
misinformition) on innuserable blacks of whom most by far were not leaders. I explains

With the lmowledge and infornation I acquired in the course of writing five books
on the JI'K assassination and :L'rfs investigations, factual, not theorizing solutions, I had
immediate doubts about the official explanations of the assassination of Dr. King, When the
FBI rejected my FOIA reduest for its relevant records, in wnich it was supported by the
Department of Justice, I wrote a bock on the King assassination based entirely on what
was public. When it appesred Congressman Conyers gave copies I bought for it to all the
HMembers of the black caucus.

The Congress amended the investigatory files exemption of the Freedom of Inforuation
Act in 1974. Senator Kemnedy saw to it that the legislative history be clear, that this
amendment vas required by FIBI corruption in one myAearliest FOIA lawsuits, I then filed
new F'OIA requests for the Department's, including the PBI's, relevant records. Hy request
had been stone.alled for about six months before I filed suit, C.4.75-1996 in Dederal
district court for the District of Columbia. Jim Lesar was my lawyer. (393-1921)

After T complete my bool on the ing assassination, TFrame-Up, in 1971, I arranged for
Roay to ask a lawyer friend to become his counsel. I was the investigator. “esar was then
Junior counsel but he did most of the legal work and I did all the investigating. I had
hoped to malte the system work but it refused to. Dased on my investigation the habeas cor-
pus succeeded and Ray was given an evidsntiary hearing. Based on my work and the witnesses
"I produced, with fesar doing most of the in-court work, we actually exculpated Ray. Details
if you'd like. ThEa judge held that guilt or innocence were not material to what was before
h'm, Ray was denled the trial he has never had, and the system failed.

llhen I'OTA was amende:l I discontinued work on a seconﬂ King assassination book to ob-
tain the sceset government records. The first records that I pot from the FBI raised t@
most substantial doubts about the official solution and were close to refuting it. Congress-
man Conyers was again very helpful in arranging a press conference for me to give copies
of thoge records to the rmdia.I was then ill with the illnesses that have severely limited
vhat I have been able to do. That lawsuit lasted about 10 years, thanks to government stone—
walling that Was facilitated by rejtitious perjury. In the end I got 60,000 o 804000 pages,
mostly of the FBI, including those of about seven field offices.



Cne of these was the lemphis office. Mmong the records I obtained from it in its
obviously incomplete complinnce were those relating to the sanitation-workers strike in
gupport of which Dr. Line was in Yemphis and to the group of young blacks who took the
name Tho ?nvadars. These two fileg are essentially domestic spying. (I also have th'z;se
FBI headquarters files.) The main case file is known by the FBI acronym HMURKIN,

If you savw tho ¥ox TV spocial at the tine of Dr.King's birthday you have a notion of
‘the volume of the records L obfiained in all my 12 or so FOIA cases. If you did not see
that and are interssted in the size of this archive,vwhen Unsolved ilysteries was here to
interview me Lor its show to be aired jusT before the assassination anniversary, on
llednesday, f-jnrch g /Timy filmed me loolr;%u a drawer of “ng assassination rzcords, looking
dovn one of three rows of JIK assassination records. I tell you this in the event you kmow
a student who might want to use these records. Or anyone else who might.

These two I'BI Homphis domestic-intelligence files on blacks and on whites who sought
to be of help were distributed extensively, With the field office records, distribution is
recorded at the left Lottom of first pages. Vhile after all these years and illnesses I
car;.:ot be certain of m{’ lreocllection, I am certain that distributw to Army ingelligence
compon-nts is reflects lly uncertainty rclates to other branches of the domestic military.
I am reasonablg sure some Havy was included.

liost by far of these records related to yuung.blac not leaders. There were some

on leaders, nationpl and local. In lMemphis ulone\%ﬁ% I have go way of knowing
vhat files the Arny established byt the Hemphis TBI had files on all these people, as
some ldnd of subversive.

LYhrough the FBI, if my recollection is correct, the Army also got the results of
lochl police spying. The FBI got copies and I believe did distribute them. The pecords
I obiained include copies of some of these police spy reports, domestic intelligence. The
most effective of these spies was the firot man te rench tle fallen Dr. l'“:i.ng, a young

“black policeman who as of then had never worked in uniform named I'Iarrell. MeCullough. The
uolice even spied on th: Congressional campaign of Harold Ford, with copies distributed.

Because there is no.rcascn to believe that the Army's interest was limited to the
south, and the FBI's certainly wasni't, there was crcated a nation-wifie virtual Gestapo
on blacks, .

Tho PBI's interest in this domestic spying was so great it did nothing about deserters
to ke able to s.¥ botters

There is no chonce at all, by the way, that the disclosure of the records you want
disclosedy can resolve "the unthinkable guestion of whether the Hnited States Army con-—
spired with others who may have been involwved" in the fé.ng asgassination. The:ssassina-
ti%ﬁ?ﬁg never investigated and never was intended to iaave been. At one point when {the FBI

vas embarvacued it stated that ite wgs/a UFAC invesotipation, unauthorized flight to avoeid



-

confinement, because Bay hod cscaped from the liissouri state pen in Jefferson. lipwever,.
from the PUI records I have and have read and more, from my owun investigations, I am con—
fident that the Army was not in any way involved.

IT the Army honors your request it will not have disclosed most of bts records of
spying on blacks.

DBocause of the way FOIA processing uorks, the Army should have completed its review

‘of the records obtndined Ly the Cmmoreial-Appeal before that story was written. Every page
has o be read to ascerbain whother disclosure is proper. There are many defamatory

recurdq for example. This vwas of negligible concemto the FBI in its processing of
rccortl" 1cfr ne, by the way. So at the very least the Aray's FFOIA component revieved all
the rccoéd it disclosed before they were disclosed, Unless Captain Buﬁmer 's quoted
statenent relotes to more than the records disclosed to the Memphls papeTa

Because you asked Chairman Dellums to conduct an investigation I amfending him a copy
of this lotter. go may remember ny Ling ssassination book. I any Members want copies I
lewwe the original printing and it is currently a quality paperback reprint more easily
avail able in books stores, under the title Hartin Luther King: the Assassination.
(Carroll & Guaf, Yew York.)

Because I refer to I'BI records, particularly beczuse they are of domestic spying
that L belicve wa: not properly part of the Army's. business, I am also sending a copy to

“ep. Don Hawards.

I add bocause your statement reflects the belief that the Arny could have been in-
volved in the King aseassination conspiracy- and on the basis of fact, not theory,# there
abzolutoly was a consplracy — I wonder if you and other Hembers have been misled by just
about all the other books c¢n the l‘in:f assassination. They are not factual, they are at
their best theories, the theories have no basis in the well-lmown and available fact, and
they hve had the effect, trnggﬂally » of misleading those who care. If you question this

epinion I can give you the names of three professors wiho teach the subject and who are my

friends. Une, Dr. Gerald Heindght, professory of history at local ﬂood College, wrote two
rolatively short articles on these two IBI domaiitic-intelligerice on blacks files for the
South atlasdic Gvarterly.

When I am no long er able to use these files and to moke them available to others,
alony: viih all L have they will be sjpermancnt public archive at Hood Yollege. Its plens
Tor then ibelude woidng them available to other institutions by sone moclerg optical gad-
petry that is o myntey to me.Bxcept in interviewing me not a single black has been here
to use thogpe rocords. I make them availsble to all writers and students.

I opolof ive for wy typing. I regret it cammot be any betters I'11 be 80 in less than

three weeks, with a number of medical problems. One requires that I sit with my legs elevated,

w thpovriter to the side.

fethuseby 2

Harold leisberg



