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A Man of
Consequence

; ublication of Rep. John
. Lewis’s autobiography,
“Walking With the
Wind,” is a literary event, for

person by one of its leaders, It
is also a political event. Lewis, a

' Democrat from Georgia, is

universally regarded as a home
run of a human being—brave,
honest, humble. Now with the
help of a skillful collaborator,
Michael D’Orso, he has
produced a compelling history
that promises to become a
sensation and make him the
country’s most prominent black
leader, the long-awaited
successor to Martin Luther

~ KingJr.

Vice President Gore gave a
publication-day party at his
mansion for Lewis. They have
known each other sirice they
were both young and in
Nashville, where Lewis was

See McGRORY , C5, Gol. 3



. sharecropper, was born with a vordtious appetite *
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givmgmecityfathmﬁmwith student sit-ins.
Lewis called Gore “brother,” musmtohlshoat'
ears, With Lewis's arm around him, Gore can_-_

. corner the black vote. Noneofhmpossxblenw!s

+ Jackson's threat of yet another nuisance ... ...
presidenhald:allmgesoundmorethanaﬂtﬂe N
hm i

He’s Froved Anythmg Is Possible

it before. He even tells you the kind of tear gas that
Sheriff Jim Clark chose for the assault at Selma. In
an interview the other day in his office, Lewis said

1+ he has just about total recall of the events. “I can
. remember what people said and when things

happened—a beating in Montgomery, the
mpurtu'swhoriskedthelrhvestowimess

. The initial reaction to his book has been
e:hohonal. Last weekend at the Atlanta Historical
‘Center, he was greeted by a crowd of 400. Among

'Wlﬂcmg\’o'iththemnd'rennndsaﬂmterested them was a white woman who, with tears

* 'parties of just who was at the barricadésin* /<

* streaming down her cheeks, called out: “Thank

,Montgomery, Bu‘mmghamandSelma.Heﬁngem {God you're still alive. ‘MslnstMartmLuthermng
the peacocks and the poseurs. He even faulis his ... .. and Bobby Kennedy, but we have you.”

idol, King, for joining demonstrations late or

‘ducking out early.
[ms.oncoflOdﬁldrmofauAhbama

for justice and education. When the rest of the

I family went off to the fields to pick cotton, he
* 'would hide under the porch and wait for the bushe  Bevel and Diane Nash and his other comrades
+took to the wretched one-room school that Pike

provided for black children. He struggled .
to get into college, American Baptist Theological |
Scbool.wbmehefeﬂilponthﬁidmd

e~ Itlslmpoaaihletoreadthlsmspuatlonaland

hideous story of courage and cruelty without

being moved. Blacks will read it with rage and
pride. The civil rights movement was rife with
idealism and good strategy. Lewis and James

" were schooled in Christian doctrine and the

. Gandhian philosophy of nonviolence. Tl:ley

. showed major self-discipline. In the early, almost

. idyllic days of the sit-ins, the members of Student

ymmglmnsﬁ'mnother NonwolentComhmmgOnnmttee(ofwhmh
mlepswlli'?mﬂtmltthwmowedtheth - Lewis eventually became chairman), created a

_ mmhenﬂuwedmutatpubhcluuch

counters.

On Feb. 12, 1960, ﬂwybegmthes:t—msthat

changed the South. The ensuing years brought
Lewis an unremitting diet of violence and hatred
from uniformed fellow Americans. He was
slamndarmmdthbmtmmybyahenﬁs,

: baateu.l-hsslm]lwaspoundedbydub-meldmg

state troopers and finally fractured in Selma,
where unarmed demonstrators, including

: dﬂl&m.msetmbyﬂmu]pgalpohce. B

inmehculousdetm!.

. political movement that was a model of political
_ activism, Everything was seen to: dress code, food,
" transportation, attitude. 'I‘heywalhedmsileuce,
~ they had one spokesman, they hung in. They won.
There is no trace of them today. Maybe Lewis can
revive in them that hope and faith, maybe at least
persuade them to come out and vote again.

If there is one thing this splendid, pulsing book
is saying, it is that anything is possible if you

_ insist. John Lewis wasn't supposed to be in

Congress. He was supposed to lose to Julian Bond,
who was taller, lighter-skinned and nationally
famous.ﬂuthesﬁnlshmghzslzthyearmthe

~ House, and he’s a figure of consequence. Now that
‘he has told his glorious, harrowing story, he will

mvh:dhrthatmread&taaﬂynuhadneverhwd be even more so.




