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- and W. David Slawson. Mr. ,Rankin was present for portions of"
N this conierence.e, : SRR S SE _“*" ThUVOL s

FRCM: '_ W. David Slawson

SUBJECT:z Conference with Mr Isaac Don Levine on May 28 1964.

Attached is a rough transcript of a conferenhe held'
on May 28, 1964 in the offices of the Commission. Present
during the entire conference were Allen Dulles, Mr. Levine:

L

- The conrerence was caned at the request of e
Mr. Dulles, who was interested in having Mr. Levine speak with“
Someone on the Commission staff about his ideas coneerning the
assassination and in particular about. what he had learned while
he was working with Marina to write her story. (Mr. Levine is.
no longer working with Marina for this purpose. ) Mr. Rankin
and I contemplated that the only record of it would be whatever
notes I found appropriate to take. Mr. Dulles, however, felt:
that some sort of transcript would be advisable and therefore’
at the last minute Mrs. Welsh and later Mrs. Heckman were asked
to take notes as best they cou1d

;r';-: .....
*“"“‘\‘-4‘

At the °nd of the conference Mr Levine assured

Mr'-ﬁ nkin and me he would be happy to return at any reasonabie'

time to repeat any portions of this discu351on which we wanted
to put into the form of sworn testimony. f . T .: f;

',.',

Also attached hereto is a list of 33 "Fresh CTues"
to the assassination. These were given to us about 2 week.
before the conference by Mr. Levine. There is frequent - :
reference to them in the attached transcript. Also attached
is a sort of biography of Mr. Herminio Portell-Vila. This PO
was malled to me by Mr. Levine shortly after the confercnce at

my request. = Mr. Portell-Vila 1is the Cuban historian mentioned 8

in the latter part of the transcript
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E{On page 14 through lB,'some'discussion about
ehe allewed‘attemot to snoot Richard M. Nixon.

i’é;: At pages 19 ‘through 26 there is soms diséﬁééien

»éﬁout the "party line" being pushed by the Militant (which we:

know "Oswald was reading), to the effect that Kennedy and:

Knrushchev were hatching some. "deal“ which would sell true'}-.'
communism down the rlver B T ,

'3:' At the very end of the transcript Levine says f?‘

:that when the Oswalds left Russia they smuggled out a message

to one of the relatives of the Zigers who was 1iving in the
United States and that this message plieaded for help in- - X
getting the Zigers' daughters out of Russia. Tne theory of .
the note was that the two daughters having been born in.
Argentina could claim Argentine citizenship and thereby be -
taken out of Russia if the Argentina Government would take ‘an™
interest in the matter. Levine suggested that some confidential
source in the American Government such as the CIA should .
contact the Argentine Government to set machinery in motion to
bring the Ziger daughters back to Argentina. Once they were -
out of Soviet Russila, of course;. they could be questioned -
about Oswald and would constitute the very best kind of 7
witnesses. The practicality of Levine's suggestion is ques-

tionable. However, I see no reason why we do not at Weast
bring it to tne attention of the CIA

Enclosures (3)
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Mlnd of Kennedy's Assas in

(‘.‘Sr sed.yo'n‘
—at Dallas and Hew Orleans)

‘The documentary evidence destroyed by Marina Osuald at
the direction.of Oswala's mother, the night of th E
assaSSLnaulon‘ ' 7

1.2.M The’ story of the rllle on Yovember 22 as told by ¢‘

iteﬂ

v”he hlstory of uhe rifle in the Palne's garage, and
"; fate 51nce the Aoril attempt on Ceneral Walker.

Ma.ina's'surprlse ‘at the dlscovery of Osaald's handwr tten
note to her about. his attempt on General Nalker, and the .
'lsensatlonal c1rcumstances of how 1t was found o

- TP white ?usclan trlend drops 1n on the Oswalds the evenlng
.+ following the attempt on: General Nalker and Maripalts’
reoort o: the curlous 1nc1dent : Lok :

of R}cpara leon.

7.‘ Osvald's hcstlle attltude towards the rBI as revealed in’ a
handwritten draft of a letter by him dated Nov. 9 and
hlS lylng as demonstrated by the document

-

8;‘ Narlna and the FBI 1nterv1ew of Wov.”o.

9. "he Os alcs move to New Orleans.' Marlnafs six 1nt1mate ‘
letters from New Orleans to Ruth Palne. Oswald's planned
trlp to Ru551a. . ISR LAIRt SRRt

10. Os*ald’s unpubllsned first 1nterv1ew on the radlo in
ALgust 1363 as recorded on tap f:lw L N
11. warlna's avm, story of her husband's departure orﬁkexioo;
and progected trip to Cuba and Ru351a. R o nes R

12. The drilled “peso" neciiace from Mexico “and Marina's earlier
den al of prlor kDOW'ledge of h*s Mex1can trip. - L g

13. The m1551ng weddlng rlng £rom Oswald‘s Llnger and where
Phth Da:Lne found 1t K R

14, ”he unexpeeted arrlval of Oswald
’ . Bis Dbour in the garage. %

Fovzf2l.




29,

;27,

30,

31,
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} nls repore on tho meeting._‘

e S 3 .
e S
4arina “to move Lrom the Paine house.
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apout the new ‘shoes for Werlna

.

"a1q's COULE io 0r Marlna at Mlnsk HlS eoarument chere

T ‘(:,,

Tne Cubans in Mlnsk and tne report on hls relatlon=>with the:}v
Cuban embassy 1in Moscow. ;‘? Lon s

"he Cuban ‘student who visited the Oswalds at N w Orleené,v nd

lhe conuradlculon betweenAOswald's letter to Senauor Tower aod :
her. dlary entry on.the;r exit visas., 'The mysterious background :

v1ev of Lrotskylsm.\

Oswald's view ' of Communlst Chlna.- ~'.hf,-' ',7:fl'f5f AT, ST

RN

vOéWeld*s v1sion of the ‘son he expected from the pregnan*

lerina's (omsomoT career and the story of “Kamo“ — *he sov1et
revolutﬂonary hero..i.;g, e NGRS B

Osxalc's *aeoloalcal attltude towards Marlna.'}'

how she dﬂsolays in her dlary her Soviet 1ndoctr1nation - her
zttitude towards Lenin and Khrushchev —— her knowledge of :
rorelsn llueratu-e. The baqlet incident. ST

The trae POlltlcal motlve of the assa351nauion.":”

Marinals last remark to Ruth Parne (March 1964) “about ‘this
auuhor's inquiry'>




: phone was I\a-ya Ford, uhe w.Li‘e of Declan zonl. B AL L

ded. IJ'eet_n° us T,here ;. Imch




R e EEL SSEE

: s»ory from Mer bh Press on conchtion that I am satis).led.

e
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Then I sue.yed. for tb.ree '».ea_.s in Dal..as,
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How much tme.aa.d you snend o.unng ‘l:° ..hrae wael:s

elght to nine nou:rs - very ].1 tle 'Wlw’.!. h_r alon° - a_*ays :

“a ]_avyer. Mr. mcx\.enz.:.e,' I u.nde*s ua.nd is a resoons:l.ble
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a half years he had been unemploy\_d..
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the mother—:.n-law or Mark Lane 5




“‘When were these pictures t the ipsczription
'v"at,f,: : v '-‘- T o

ok the

T’a n .L at»emoucd to flnd out mo*'e abou.u tne
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tha vas "eu in her home 'by ;he a.L hon 1es wno n_de uD...







tb‘atu t wa.s :u:ohcn. ty mnl_ed. uhrom,hout the comversation

not every’thing here is é.rawn Lrom T\m.na ‘Eae "'BI intex-

Palne or 'by uhe auuhori es, I don't, know,
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Yes.

Ee had. been out muh the f:.fle




follom.ng morning he d:os;ed. neat

’necktle, shirs, a.nd wes gm_..g ou t with

rifle, and heyenu in\.o a «.:Lrade a}—.:_..o n= was bo.na uo

Sh== loc}.ed *T uhe bau.:\.rou._. T_"ne

c__ro'o:_ng m ..he press amounclng the fact of

t week J. @oke on. uh° pnone o Rose Ma:':y and she saia.
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Ee said it to her betwean, to the
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c@.e out
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Nixon thing, they packed for Tew O
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-- knew how

'diséipli;e_and'cohtrolihiaself which'1s_an“ﬁn

: usual t

ried.  Unl

2l ‘when provoked will shoot the workswénd lo§e:

s I have heard in"the years long N
in the various debates, the various radical debates. : o
RANKIN: Mr. Paine discussed szme in controversies with him and’ -

s With




aine was and remains

here, who occupy fairly impor

~ He knew a!liftié’Leﬁin;

speeches. a little Trotsky,
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“but never:

ficant/ Marina told me

to Senator Tower,’

to you that en the letter.

Zter bears the marks of a translation from the Russian,
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experts, providing they are -
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rious evidence that

letter and translated from Ru And selected Tower.

the most reactionary m

SLAWSON: = Wouldn't he also p

ussia under Kennedy Admin-~
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- course.

from Oswald's ar

Like anything that Oswald

~ DULLES:

haven't read that.

LEVINE: I think her story that

.'mentiqnedlthe peso necklace.

has written®

And it was left on a dresser or a table or

e v

She

‘fdrilléd'in;iﬁ and he éculd_9h1§‘naye<Bfought it from Mexico.

somewhere
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was be‘o‘e nis urip to Dexico.

Mexico ODCé-"',H¢,

’SLAHSON:'fwhe{waé f" pes

SLASON:

LZVINE:

He hesitated,

then éaid,




,LSYfNE;‘Z the “‘controver
"notéé;théﬁ the hight before_the assassination, -
Merina's story this is'-- he wanted her out of Paine's house
: rina said, :
i “Bpéthihg .tlj{é.t str‘uckme
)  forc1biy.‘iﬁ§re1héiwé§ bia -
and a half,” then-
: "'he;wbgld”héﬁé;more 6f_ai§héhcéf£o eScape and every assassin
of escape before. -
he wanted her' to leave that night. .
i She told you that? '
. I'IJ.WI‘PTaine E
_ ©.7 decisive as I recall it, and it was a conversation tha

'DULLES: . "He urges Marin




caeseman.

(Levine) T L
Thursday night November

that que
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—- was for chil

new shoes 3

Gren wasn'

t_

: .it2 ) i E
Lol  No, she said he gave her money to buy shoes
- . e e s :‘1 R N - A X
those shoes. Vhat 2
-DULLES:V'How;&id_shgfknoﬁihe;was;ﬁékefaifiﬁ bed

CCi T LEVINE: ‘They ‘were sleeping
g touched once and he drew away and she told

)

=7 me that in answer to my question.

_ She knew he wasn'g
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‘fel

th Palne she alvays

s - wv:ar_vs'up:a;"g'und%ib_o'fciock in the
Lo :
§
’ DULLES: How did news of assassination ¢
_ RANKIN: Listened to 2 "
_ Marina told us the story
B LEVINE:

dashed out, ‘found that "pavckﬂa.gé ‘which ~She'<ﬁ?ioﬁgﬁi:' vas Tifle in . .




end and when I speak of the apartment -~ %

LEVINE:

thir’ tnau was inducem=nt

He had the apartme




etarian

or"

" of history ﬁhbﬂisfhéfé, I gave'n#s name to the 1nvestigators

t he said that

He gave me the names.
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" question of his character
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~do you know about Oswald?" was the line.

théséxcﬁbanélhad ¢bme .

: B A1l I stated was
: - these twotmenvas of record had served in diplomatic sep
% a o R R
| The q
S Castro call them'to say,
z  DULLES: Would they know anything about Oswald?
,.“'.
SLAWSON: 'Does he know what ;
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visits Oswald at New Orleans."”
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 utmost importance to whole matter of

“two girlé.

.\pa

pers,
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g?  How do you know Russian? I am

EVINE: I think I have cover

those Argentinians.

- -

Tney were in Minsk, but Marinz has address of ~
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énd“Tee;Oswald Smﬁggled
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out -

DULLES:

sﬁi;ide?—f

P U -GR

LEVINE: Simply that she did not know about it. He d1d nc




(Levine)
" tell her.-

“gmuééled'itﬁ_:Idgas'surpgisgd_%nd365k§d he

out something like’

to do with a communication to one relative in

from Minsk to Moscow to A

ut the girls we

Koy
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is not goingbtofhold_éwo Argentine

were.friends:ofEOswéld{s;.

it is handled in a discreet way. -

indoéﬁrination whibh'ivbéliéveﬁkﬁbwing'565ethihg$about ﬁér_li '

She was there about 15 mon




. She told

_gb@efthings

- No not to me -- to Wanca.

;wﬁichui déﬁip'thlhk“liouéht,t?ft

nce. It

Talked about 1t fairly frankly?.

| Vrat she told my wife the.
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LEVINE: This is

) but in Ford house. The subject of Don Levine ¢

‘qﬁééfioné.;_Ilsaid>gid Méfina_§?Y‘th§t.'
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, when, Ruth Paine for the first time:
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ame up and !
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d the trouble with Don Levine wzs that he was aski
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(Russian word) re
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ability.

‘certainly think that th

.

T1r éhisiis ﬁot

it. I Just don't think a guy by the name of Oswald who is & -

t she gave. . She never answe

stion of how she got the visa

at visa has got a long history behind =
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. (Levine) -

' has to know a great deal about politics even in the Soviet




