
S
aul Landau 	

e7 
C

am
paign to Sm

ear L
etelier' 

F
ive m

onths after O
rlando W

eiler 
and R

onni. M
offitt w

ere assassinated on 
W

ashington's E
m

bassy R
ow

, a cam
paign 

has been 'launched w
ith the apparent 

purpose of sm
earing L

etelier's reputa-
tion. T

he effect—
m

ore im
portant, in the 

long run—
is to distract attention from

 
the Suspected killers and to shield the re-
pressive C

hilean governm
ent. 

U
sin

g
 ev

id
en

ce co
llected

 in
 g

o
o
d
 

faith as part of the investigation of the 
assassination, som

ebody in the F
B

I or 
the m

etropolitan police or the Justice 
D

ep
artm

en
t h

as p
assed

 p
arts o

f th
e 

T
he w

riter is actin
g director of th

e 
T

ran
sn

ation
al In

stitu
te of th

e In
stitu

te 
for P

olicy S
tu

dies. 

contents of L
etelier's briefcase, first, to 

colum
nist Jack A

nderson and , now
 to 

colum
nists R

ow
land E

vans and R
obert 

N
ovak. A

n E
vans and N

ovak colum
n, 

w
hich appeared on this page on F

eb. 
16, focused on alleged connections be-
tw

een L
etelier and C

uba and failed to 
ex

am
in

e th
e cru

cial q
u
estio

n
: W

h
o
 

killed O
rlando L

etelier and R
onni K

ar-
pen M

offitt? 
Inform

ation has com
e to the Institute 

for P
olicy S

tudies that show
s that or-

ders for the "hit" on L
etelier and M

of-
fitt cam

e directly from
 the D

IN
A

, the 
C

h
ilean

 secret p
o
lice. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 
published sources, high U

.S
. govern-

m
ent officials concur that the m

urders 
w

ere carried out by C
uban exiles w

hom
 

the C
IA

 had trained to m
urder F

idel 
C

astro. Instead, they m
urdered L

etelier 
and M

offitt. 
W

hile a diligent team
 of F

I31 agents 
pursues the killers' trail and attem

pts  

to nail dow
n an airtight case against 

them
, other investigators, apparently 

w
orking w

ith organized right-w
ing ele-

m
ents, are trying their best to divert 

the public and the police from
 the real 

issues of the case. T
he issue w

as not 
and is not L

etelier's political life, and 
m

uch less the contents of his briefcase, 
-'w

hich contained no secrets. 	
- 

T
he calculated leaks, based on tete-

lier's briefcase m
aterial, have yielded 

only unsupported charges that O
rlando 

L
etelier w

as receiving and dispensing 
"C

uban" m
oney. A

 W
ashington Post re-

porter, L
ee L

escaze, w
ho exam

ined ev-
ery

th
in

g
 In

 th
e b

riefcase, h
as co

n
-

cluded that the "coluinns follow
ed the 

darkest possible interpretation of the 
scanty m

aterial." 
T

he facts of L
eteller's political life 

w
ere open and know

n to his friends 
and associates. H

e w
orked full tim

e as 
director of the T

ransnational Institute, 
the international program

 of the Insti-
tute for P

olicy S
tudies. H

e perform
ed 

his duties w
ith great skill and efficien-

cy. L
etelier also w

orked to restore de-
m

ocracy in his hom
eland, after a m

ili-
tary coup had destroyed it—

w
ith the 

help of the C
IA

, as a recent S
enate in-

vestigation show
ed. 

In exile, the U
nidad Popular, the coa-

litio
n
 th

at g
o
v
ern

ed
 C

h
ile u

n
til th

e 
coup, organized them

selves for political 
and hum

anitarian activities. L
etelier, a 

m
em

ber of the C
hilean S

ocialist P
arty; 

and a form
er cabinet M

inister and am
-

bassador, played an im
portant role in 

his private capacity in these efforts. 
A

m
o
n
g
 h

is o
b
lig

atio
n
s w

ere to
 aid

 
new

ly paroled C
hilean refugees, som

e 
of w

hom
 arrived in the U

nited S
tates  

w
ith little orientation or m

oney, after 
they had been released from

 C
hilean 

concentration cam
ps. L

etelier also testi-
fied before the U

.N
. C

om
m

ission on H
u-

m
an R

ights and talked w
ith legislators 

and S
tate D

epartm
ent officials about 

the conditions that prevailed in C
hile 

after dem
ocracy had been

,  destroyed. 
T

h
e U

n
id

ad
 P

o
p
u
lar sen

t L
etelier 

m
oney to pay expenses incurred for this 

kind of w
ork. T

he treasurer of the U
ni-

dad P
opular is B

eatriz 'T
ad" A

llende, 
the slain P

resident's daughter; she lives 
in C

uba, w
ith her C

uban husband and 

T
aking E

xception 

children. B
ut the party's treasury is not 

in C
uba. Its funds w

ere raised in W
est-

ern E
urope and in the U

nited S
tates 

from
 labor unions and social dem

ocratic 
parties, and from

 religious groupings. 
N

one of the m
oney sent to L

etelier cam
e 

from
 the C

uban governm
ent. 

F
urtherm

ore, the E
vans and N

ovak 
colum

n confuses tw
o different confer: 

ences in order to im
plicate R

ep., M
i-

chael H
arrington. H

arrington, an out-
spoken defender of hum

an rights, at-
tended a conference sponsored by the 
T

hird S
ession of the C

om
m

ittee to In-
quire into C

rim
es of the C

hilean M
ili-

tary
 Ju

n
ta. T

h
e co

m
m

ittee p
aid

 fo
r 

H
arrington's ticket. T

he am
ount, how

-
ever, that the com

m
ittee gave to H

ar-
rington w

as less than the full cost of 
th

e tick
et. L

etelier th
en

 reim
b
u
rsed

 
H

arrington for the difference and w
as, 

in turn, him
self reim

bursed. C
ontrary  

to w
hat E

vans and N
ovak suggest, this 

conference, w
hich took place in F

ebru-
ary 1975 in M

exico C
ity, is quite differ-

ent from
 the N

ovem
ber 1975 confer-

ence on the "F
uture of U

nited S
tates-

L
atin A

m
erican E

conom
ic and Political.  

R
elations," to w

hich H
arrington w

as 
also invited. T

he N
ovem

ber 1975 con-
ference w

as cosponsored by the Insti-
tute for P

olicy S
tudies and a. M

exican 
institution, the C

entro de Investigacion 
y D

ocencia E
conom

icas (C
ID

E
). IP

S
 

paid for the tickets for the participants, 
and C

ID
E

 provided the facilities. T
he 

F
ebruary conference had nothing to do 

w
ith IP

S
, and no IP

S
 m

oney w
as in-

volved. A
nd m

ention of H
eisinld in a 

briefcase note, to w
hich E

vans and N
o-

vak attribute sinister m
ystery, refers to 

the original site of the F
ebruary com

-
m

ittee m
eeting in F

inland, w
here the 

investigation of junta torture began. 
L

uis M
aira, w

hom
 E

vans and N
ovak 

claim
 lives in C

uba, actually resides in 
M

exico. 
T

hose in the F
B

I or the Justice D
e-

partm
ent w

ho leaked the m
ateriala in 

L
etelier's briefcase to the colum

nists 
have sought to' obscure the real issues 
in this M

urder case. W
ill the conscien-

tious F
B

I agents and the federal prose-
cutor be allow

ed to prevail? W
ill they 

arrest the C
uban exiles and expose the 

C
hileans w

ho planned the m
urder—

even
 If 

it m
ean

s rev
ealin

g
 th

e ro
le 

played by U
.S. governm

ent agencies in 
earlier training of the killers? O

r w
ill 

foreign diplom
ats and U

.S
. citizens 

w
alk' w

ith fear on E
m

bassy R
ow

, know
-

ing that foreign secret police forces 
and hired thugs can com

m
it m

urder 
and get aw

ay W
ith it? 


