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Through Alberto Fowler, who is hospitali, ed with infectious hepatitis,
I yesterdaylocated Douglas Lethbridge (unlisted phone, 86673087 3142 State St.
Drive), Bay of Pigs veteran, former Castro associate and official. Until recently
Lethdridge worked for thecompany. His present employer is Bennett's. Ho a!;d his
wife drove to the motel at my invitation and dined withve. “nowing they were
coming, I invited “im Alcoock to J-in us. We chatted after dinner 4n jy room and
taped it. We wandered and, I think, got the opportunity %o explore his background
and knowledge, I think he kuows the company Well, Exverything he eaid stacks up
with what I know about it. I am oconfident he will be as ccoperative as he can be
and will holp in svery way possible. Partly before Jim loft and partly after Ip
-did, ‘hen lMirs. Amn Lethbridge joired us and I toock them to the bar for s night-
cap { we parted company 2 a.m.), he agreed to enlist others of his former eolleagwaa
&o cork with us, mc].uding by the conduct of investigations in cuch places as Hiami.
He has a fa.aeina_ting, inside story of the orizin and sposnorahip of
Haynes Johnson's book, the Bay of Figs (Bobhy K) that Jimm knows. Bobby put up the
-oney, so' the tuff from the four sources, and Johnoon sot paid a fee for the k
writing. Lethbridge regard it as a very dishconest book, a bit »f propgenda. "A,f.‘
'He father emigrated to Cuba from bouisville (I recall Alberte identi-

‘fying the father as a Canadian), began famming next to Fidel Castro's father. Leth,

andCastro knew each other well. L. had a punber of important posis, partly because
he ;salinguist (Eng.lish, Spanish, French, Porhigcese, etc.) and, apparently, partly
because Castro t:c\;:r:tod him and partly because he had considerable imouledge of armse
He is apilot. He has interesting gri:ories about Castro. Heis stateless and someowhat
apprehensive dbout it. Although he has applied for ‘UScitisenship, he seems not to
expect it soon, apparently because he thinks hs was matked lousy by the imr igration
authorities when he dsfected. ‘ ' '

He plans a book. While there ma bothings in it with vhich I might
disagree, I at*'ongly oncouragod him to write it, to compieto his notes and repidly
as possiblexn(he has Bome papers in o strong box at. a Rizgs bank, I think the Dapont
Circle Bm:eh)mwashmgton. Whils makingnit clear I couldnct give him any
‘guarantees; Itoldhim there were :omo things I mizht be ablas to do o help him and
offered to.I so intend, if he take: me up.

He is an expert on the atteupts to aasassina.te Castro but lmowenothing
of the Cuantanamo one. ‘

- He i tall, straightfowward, artienlaté, quite intelligent, I anm
confidcmt aariou a.nd of honorable intent and worthy of irust., There are man;y tings
hecannotaay because of ii: oath under theénational-cecurity aot, 'l‘here are man:f ‘
things he can saymaudhe iz familia+- with people, ac'!;s, plans, ewnta, atcc ,
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Obvioudly, he has the best connection: with the Cuban groups, wit

which he has had actua.l experience., Hefcan indentify the sourses of funds from x
which payments were made, by account number.H ighn our side, having decided inde=

péndently that the official account of the assassina.tion‘waiimpossible. Higam ’
us quite a diser;ba.tionon the organization that was required’ to pull it off, on
the kindstf weapons that would have been required, offthepumber of really expert
quired ( nojtess than three and possiblj more). ‘

encourage you to get 3 Mow Doug. I believe he can be
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and will be helpful in many ways and that he can tap other help., He impresses m
atrongly and favorably.“," Lo

Louis has the tapes.
There are several small things Ihave asked of him that 2" will be

in touch withJim Alcockhbout (I also introduced himwto Louis Ivon, who happened
to be in the coffee chop on other business at that tine)., Oneof these is a
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chack on Bzries {ceorvect proncuncietion, Ber— TEZ, with an = sound,as soue
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pronouncex it), Baries ig said to havs flown for the company in the Cergo.
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