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T
ight Security Set for T

rial o 

 

3
 in 

 

B
y K

enneth B
redem

eler 
W

ashington P
oet M

att W
riter 

A
m

id the tightest security ever Im
-

posed at the U
.S

. D
istrict C

ourthouse 
"h

ere, th
ree stau

n
ch

ly
 an

ti-C
astro

 C
u
-

ban exiles go on trial T
uesday in con-

nection w
ith the 1976 car bom

bing as- 
• --aassinalion of farm

er C
hilean am

bas-
sador O

rlando L
etelier and one of his 

colleagues. 
. , T

h
e trial, w

h
ich

 m
ay

 last six
 w

eek
s, 

. - co
u

ld
 en

d
 u

p
 resem

b
lin

g
 a w

ed
d

in
g

 
; . w

here the m
inister, the bride, the bri-

d
eg

ro
o

m
, th

e b
est m

an
 an

d
 th

e m
aid

 
of honor never m

ake it to the church. 
, E

ig
h
t m

en
, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e fo
rm

er 
' . h

ead
 o

f th
e h

ated
 C

h
ilean

 secret p
o
- 

'  lice know
n as D

IN
A

, tw
o D

IN
A

 opera-
' tiv

es in
 C

h
ile an

d
 fiv

e C
u
b
an

 ex
iles 

' liv
in

g
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

ere in
-

d
icted

 in
 th

e case last A
u

g
u

st after a 
- 22-m

onth investigation. B
ut the three 

'C
h
ilean

s are aw
aitin

g
 a ru

lin
g
 fro

m
 

C
h
ile's S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt o

n
 w

h
eth

er 
• • th

ey
 m

u
st b

e ex
trad

ited
 to

 stan
d
 trial, 

- . and tw
o of the C

ubans have not been 
arrested despite a w

orldw
ide search. 

E
v

en
 w

ith
 th

e fiv
e m

issin
g

 d
efen

-
s,,,sslans, the trial prom

ises to provide the 
.:. fu

llest acco
u

n
tin

g
 to

 d
ate o

f th
e in

ter-
it n

atio
n

al in
trig

u
e th

at cu
lm

in
ated

 in
 

the violent deaths of L
etelier, a prom

-
,t, in

ep
t an

d
 o

u
tsp

o
k
en

 critic o
f th

e C
h
i-

2
 , lean

 m
ilitary

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, an
d
 R

o
n
n
i 

K
. M

o
ffitt, a co

w
o
rk

er o
f L

etelier at 
the Institute for P

olley S
tudies here. 

L
etelier, w

ho w
as jailed by the C

hi-
lean dictatorship of G

en. A
ugusto P

i-
n
o
ch

et th
at o

v
erth

rew
 M

arx
ist p

resi-
d

en
t S

alv
ad

o
r A

llen
d

e in
 1

9
7

3
 an

d
 

;,'s*  th
en

 w
as allo

w
ed

 to
 g

o
 in

to
 ex

ile, w
as 

i
killed as he, M

offitt and her husband 
drove around S

heridan C
ircle on M

as-
sachusetts  A

venue's E
m

bassy R
ow

 on 
th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f S
ep

t 2
1
, 1

9
7
6
. T

h
e 

b
o
m

b
, attach

ed
 to

 th
e u

n
d
ersid

e o
f 

1
  L

etelier's C
h

ev
elle, w

reck
ed

 th
e car, 

,.t , •--'dism
em

bered him
, killed M

offitt, and 
4. 	

sen
t M

o
ffitt's h

u
sb

an
d

, M
ich

ael, in
to

 
':- sh

o
c
k
. 

at. 	
G

overnm
ent prosecutors here have 

Q
,  a

lle
g
e
d
 in

 
an 

unusually detailed in- - 

d
ictrn

en
t th

at D
IN

A
 d

irected
 th

e as-
sassination of L

etelier and sent opera-
tives here to carry it out. T

he govern-
m

en
t's star w

itn
ess h

as co
n
fessed

 to
 

p
lan

tin
g
 th

e b
o
m

b
 in

 th
e fram

ew
o
rk

 
of L

etelier's car. H
e is A

m
erican-born 

D
IN

A
 agent M

ichael V
ernon T

ow
nley. 

T
w

o
n
ley

, 3
6
, a so

ft-sp
o
k
en

 an
d
 in

-
ten

sely
 articu

late m
an

 w
h
o
 h

ad
 m

ad
e 

C
h
ile h

is h
o
m

e fo
r th

e p
ast 2

0
 y

ears, 
pleaded guilty in A

ugust in exchange 
for a governm

ent prom
ise that prose-

cutors w
ould recom

m
end parole after 

he serves 40 m
onks of a 31/2-to-10-year 

prison sentence. 
A

s h
e is d

escrib
ed

 b
y
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 

k
n

o
w

 h
im

, T
o

w
n

ley
 is an

 ack
n

o
w

l-
ed

g
ed

 electro
n
ic tech

n
ician

 w
ith

 th
e 

capability of building devices to deto-
nate bom

bs by rem
ote controL

 H
e had 

b
e
e
n
 a

c
tiv

e
 in

 c
o
m

m
a
n
d
o
 ra

id
s 

against A
llende. H

e had been charged 
w

ith
 m

u
rd

e
r in

 a
 ra

id
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 a
 

n
ig

h
t w

atch
m

an
 w

as k
illed

 b
u

t th
e 

charges w
ere dropped w

hen P
inoehet 

cam
e to pow

er and T
ow

nley becam
e a 

D
IN

A
 agent. 

T
h
e th

ree C
u
b
an

s g
o
in

g
 o

n
 trial 

T
uesday—

G
uillerm

o N
ovo S

am
pol, 39; 

his brother, Ignacio N
ovo S

am
pol, 40, 

an
d

 A
lv

in
 R

o
ss D

iaz, 4
6

—
alleg

ed
ly

 
h

ad
 lesser ro

les in
 th

e k
illin

g
s. A

ll 
th

ree are lead
ers o

f th
e m

ilitan
tly

 
an

ti-C
astro

 ex
ile g

ro
u
p
 k

n
o
w

n
 as th

e 
C

uban N
ationalist M

ovem
ent. 

G
uillerm

o N
ovo and R

oss are accus-
ed

 o
f co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 m
u

rd
er a fo

reig
n

 
o

fficial, m
u
rd

er b
y
 u

se o
f ex

p
lo

siv
es, 

m
u

rd
er o

f M
o
ffitt an

d
 d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f 
L

etelier's car. If convicted, they could 
face W

e im
prisonm

ent. 
In addition. G

uillerm
o and Ignacio 

N
ovo are ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 tw
o
 co

u
n
ts o

f 
perjury in connection w

ith testim
ony 

they gave a federal grand jury investi-
gating the slayings and Ignacio N

ovo 
is charged w

ith m
isprision of a felony 

—
h

av
in

g
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f a crim
e an

d
 

failin
g
 to

 tell au
th

o
rities ab

o
u
t it. If 

convicted, Ignacio N
ovo faces up to 13 

years in prison. 

G
uillerm

o N
ovo and R

oss, according 
to the indictm

ent, plotted w
ith T

ow
n-

ley to assassinate L
etelier, and N

ovo 
allegedly gave T

ow
nley the explosives 

an
d
 a rem

o
v
e-co

n
tro

lled
 d

eto
n
atin

g
 

d
ev

ices to
 carry

 o
u
t th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
. 

L
ater, after the bom

bing, T
ow

nley al-
leg

ed
ly

 b
riefed

 Ig
n
acio

 N
o
v
o
 ab

o
u
t 

the assassination 
M

issin
g
 fro

m
 th

e trial are th
e al-

leg
ed

 m
asterm

in
d
s o

f th
e p

lo
t, th

e 
th

ree D
IN

A
 ag

en
ts b

ein
g
 h

eld
 at a 

m
ilitary

 h
o

sp
ital in

 C
h

ile. T
h

ey
 are 

fo
rm

er D
IN

A
 ch

ief Ju
an

 M
an

u
el 

C
o
n
treras S

ep
u
lv

ed
a, o

p
eratio

n
s d

i-
recto

r P
ed

ro
 E

sp
in

o
za B

rav
o
 an

d
 

agent A
rm

ando F
ernandes L

arios. In 
addition, C

uban exiles Jose D
ionisio 

S
u
arez E

sq
u
iv

el an
d
 V

irg
ilio

 P
az 

R
om

ero are fugitives in the case. 
T

h
eir ab

sen
ce co

u
ld

 p
resen

t p
ro

b
-

lem
s fo

r p
ro

secu
tio

n
 an

d
 d

efen
se at-

to
rn

ey
s. O

n
 th

e o
n
e h

an
d
, ju

ro
rs in

 
th

e case co
u
ld

 h
av

e so
m

e d
ifficu

lty
  

u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 th

e w
o
rk

in
g
s o

f th
e 

co
m

p
lex

 sch
em

e w
h
en

 o
n
ly

 th
ree o

f 
th

e alleg
ed

 p
articip

an
ts are in

 th
e 

courtroom
 although testim

ony at vari-
ous tim

es w
ill involve all eight. 

O
n the other hand, P

aul G
oldberger 

of N
ew

 Y
ork, G

uillerm
o N

ovo's law
-

y
er, said

 th
at th

e ab
sen

ce o
f th

e fiv
e 

d
efen

d
an

ts m
ean

s th
at th

ey
 w

ill n
o

t 
be available to provide inform

ation to 
help defend them

selves and the three 
C

ubans against the governm
ent testi-

m
ony. 
G

o
ld

b
erg

er said
 th

at th
e b

asic d
e-

tense of th
e N

ovo brothers and R
oss 

is th
at th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t p

articip
ate in

 th
e 

alleged plot. H
e said they had no rea-

so
n
 to

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

 in
 th

e
 a

lle
g
e
d
 

sch
em

e an
d
 th

at th
ere is n

o
 ev

id
en

ce 
th

ey
 receiv

ed
 an

y
th

in
g

 o
f v

alu
e fo

r 
their alleged role 

In addition, G
oldberger said the de-

fense hopes to discredit T
ow

nley's tes-
tim

ony by attem
pting to prove that he 



Murder of Chilean Here 
has been involved in terrorist acts 
throughout the world against former 
aides of Allende, and did not need Cu-
bans to carry out the assassination of 
Leteller. But Goldberger first must 
convince U.S. District Court Judge 
Barrington D. Parker that such evi-
dence is admissible in a case that 
deals only with the Leterlier and Mot-
fit slayings. 

As part of Townley's plea bargain-
ing agreement with Assistant U.S. At-
torneys Eugene M. Propper and E. 
Lawrence Barcelia Jr, the DINA 
agent is required only to discuss his 
role in the Letelier plot. 

The Novos and Ross have long been 
associated with anti-Castro violence. 
Ross was injured in the abortive 1961 
Bay of Pigs invasion, while the Novas 
were charged In 1964 with fireing a 
bazooka at the United Nations build-
ing as Cuban revolutionary Che Gue-
vara was speaking there. The charges 
later were dropped. The bazooka shell 
reportedly landed in New York's East 
River. 

In 1974, Guillermo Novo was con-
victed of plotting to blow up a Cuban 
ship anchored in Montreal, served six 
months in prison and was placed on 
probation for 30 months. But when 
Novo violated the terms of his proba-
tion, he was returned to jail to serve 
the 30 months, a term for which he 
currently is imprisoned. 

Because of the nature of the alleged 
Crimes, the background of the defend-
ants and the fact that Judge Parker's 
and prosecutor Propper's lives have 
been threatned, Chief U.S. District 
Court Judge William B. Bryant has or-
dered the stringent security measures 
into effect. 

Parker's courthouse chambers have 
been locked, and the judge and prose-
cutors in the case have been given 
around-the-clock protection. 

Since last Wednesday, anyone enter-
ing the courthouse at Constitution 
Avenue and John Marshall Place NW 
has been required to pass through a  

magnetometer, show identification 
and open purses, bags and briefcases 
for inspection by Federal Protective 
Service officers. 

U.S. marshals, who have responsibil-
ity for courtroom security, are plan- 
ning to require anyone attending the 
trial to go through a second magne-
tometer. Briefcases and books will be 
scanned by an X-ray machine like 
hand-carried luggage is checked at 
airports. 
Dogs have been sniffing through 
the courthouse for the past few days 
looking for bombs. Deputy Federal 
Protective Service Chief Robert' W. 
Washington said that nothing has 
been found. 

Armed guards will patrol the roof 
and grounds of the courthouse during 
the trial, and additional marshals will 
be stationed inside the courtroom, ac-
cording to court officials. In the court- 
house's underground garage, near the 
site of the recent shooting of Assist-
ant U.S. Attorney Barry L. Leibowitz, 
pederstrain traffic is banned. 

Forty-four news organizations, in-
cluding 13 from Chile, have requested 
credentials to cover the trial, anrnie-
porters will have to display proper lid-
mission passes. The most stringent..te-
strictions will be placed on membtrs 
of the public. 

Kris J. Sundberg, Bryant's adminis-
trative assistant, said courtroom visi- 
tors will have to wait in line for One 
of the 60 seats available for the pib-
lie, then sign a register and hand osier 
a piece of identification, such as' a 
driver's license, while they listen..to 
the trial. When they leave the trial,:iri-
stors' identification will be retured 
said. 

He and others said the restrictions 
are a necessary precaution. "It's the 
fact that we've got two fugitive de-
fendants who've got a known capa1111- 
1ty to handle explosive devices," Sund-
berg said. "And obviously the wit-
nesses are not very popular with he 
defendants." 


