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:Bomb Blast- Victims' Kin Awarded 
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federal judge 'here . yitercliti 
tided a total of $4.9 million in dam. 

'2triii.  to. the faniiliee of former Chilean 
agfibitesadnr, Orlando Letelier and a ca- 

Fker, Ronni Kamen Moffitt, both of 
lin were - kilt:cf.:in a ear • hoMb Wait 

0;..1e,mbasey Rowin September 1.976.. 
t...,,Itidge Anyce Hens Green said in a I:5-- 

ruling that the Chilean gpvern 
nt should pay. $2.9 million of the rnage.aiknid !vendee the fesiesina- 

ion was carried-  out by agepts of the. 
Chilean secret police in direct -.connec-
tion with the military junta of the coun-
lry's dictator; Augusto Pinothet.  

The judge's decision. is expected to 
let off a series of legal maneuvers by 
the families to collect the damage 
awards. But their effort is 'Certain to 
he complicated by the intricacies of in-
iernational law, the diplomatic protec-. 

on enjoyed by foreign governments 
here and the fact that the Chilean goy: 
pnment has never admitted any re-
Extrisibility for the assassination of Le-
.6glier, an arch critic of the Pinochet re- 
pt ' • 	• 	. 
7,. (Treeri said the remaining $2 million 
Ii .damages should be paid by Juan' 
:911teuel CAmtreres, the former head of 

Chilean secret police, known as 
I „,,A, two of its agents; two Cuban ex-.. 

..ancl. an American citizen, Michael 
ethon Townley, who planted the as-
- ination bomb in Letelier's car and 

the government's key witness in 
murder case against the Cuban ex-

i ee. 

o:
'. 'rhe judge also held the six DINA op-
eratives responsible with the Chilean 

Vernment for the $2.9 million in darn-
but efforts to collect that portion 

' ttie damage award is expected to lo-
4a on the Chilean government 

"We intend to leave the Chileans no 
place to hide." saki attorney Michael 
IL Tiger, who represented the families 
i$ their civil law suit in U.S. District 
Court. 

:Jaime Valrlez, head of foreign intbr- 
. 

rOation tbr the Chilean Foreign Min-
L.4_try in Santiago, said his government 
had not yet been informed officially of 
tie ruling, mid until it is, would have 
alt comment 

'The Chilean government responded 
Ir the lawsuit only through a series, of 
d lomatic notes, funneled through the 

ate Department, in which it contested  

ORLANDO LETELIER 
.. former Chilean ambassador 

Green's authority to decide the case in 
a United States court. 

Earlier this year,, however, in what 
is believed to be the first decision of 
its kind, Green ruled that Chile could 
he sued for damages for deliberate: 
wrongful acts committed in the United.  
States. 	. 

At that time she rejected Chile's er-
gement that it is protected from such 
actions by federal law that generally.  
gives,foreign officials and their employ-
es here immunity from being sued. 

Once the judge decided that she had 
jurisdiction over the case, attorneys for 
the Letelier, Moffitt. and Kamen 
dies had to prove their case that the 
Chilean government and its agents were: 
responsible for the deaths of Letelier. 
and Moffitt Hearings-on that question. 
were held last summer, and again, Chile 
did not respond. 

As a result, 'Green yesterday issued 
a "default judgment” against the South 
American nation for its failure to ap-. 
pear in court, ruled that the families-
had proven their case and set the dam-
age awards. 

"Even though nothing can bring' 
them back, it feels good that one can 

.achieve inme measure of justice in this 
case," said Michael Moffitt, whose wife 
of tour months was killed in the bleat. 

RONNI K. MOFFTIT 
colleague kiped in car 

- Isabel Morel de Letelier, the widow' 
of the former ambassador, could not 
be reached for comment. Michael Mag-. 
gio, an attorney who represents Lete- 
lier's estate, said, "The award of dam- 
ages just further shows the government. 
of Chile committed an act of political 
terrorism here in the United States. . 

"A U.S. court has reiterated what 
has been known in the international 
community for some time — that--Au-i 
gusto Pinochet is responsible for the 
murders of Orlando Letelier and Ronni 
Moffitt." 

Tiger said yesterday that the nett ' 
step in the case is for the State De-
partment to transmit Green's decision 
to the Chilean foreign ministry in San- 
tiago and the Chilean government can 
then decide whether to voluntarily pay 
the judgment. If the Chileans make no 
effort to pay the judgment, Tiger said 
representatives of the family will then 
ask the State Department and Congress 
to impose diplomatic sanctions against 
Chile and, if necessary, go hack to court 
for authorization to seize Chilean assets 
in the United States. For example, 
Tiger said he believes that assets of 
LAN Chile, the country's government-
owned airline, could be seized by the 
court to satisfy payment of the judg-
ment against the Chilean government 
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$4 Million 
Tiger said that his clients could seek • 

the full t2:5' million trAin the Chilean' 
government alone, even thaugh that 
portion of the damage award was also , 
imposed against the secret police 
agents, the Cuban exiles and Townley. 
Tigar• said that under the terms of 
Green's ord6r, the full $2.9 million in 
government assets could be seized to 
pay the daniages and then the, Chilean 
government would have to seek con-
tributions from the other defendants 
for their share of the damage award. 

Green awarded a total of $2.5. million 
to Letelier's widow. and his four sans 

.and a total of $2.4 million to Michael 
Moffitt and his wife's parents, Hilda 
and Murray Karpen. The total award 
to both families included $2 million in 
punitive damages, which are intended.. 
by the court to penalize a defendant 
for wrongful acts, and $2.9 million in 
damages for the wrongful deaths or Le- . 
telier and Moffitt, the lass of their in 
come to their families and the pain. 
and suffering endured as a result of 
their murders. In addition;- Green 
awarded $110,000 in attorneys' fees 
and damages to the law firm of Tiger 
and l3uffone, which represented the 
families. 

Tiger said that the money awarded 
to his firm will he donated to a human 
rights fund established in memory of 
•Letelier and Moffitt. 

Washington Post staff writers Mar-:  
sha Taylor and Donnel Nunes con-
tributed to this story. 


