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.;;;.-,LETELIER, nom, 
1: 
k as well as ambassador to the U.S. He 
▪ was imprisoned for 384 days by the 
▪ military :regime headed by gen. Au-

gusto Pinochet which overthrew Al-
lende Sept, 11, 1973. 

A charmhig- and influential, man 
with maii,i'friends on Capitol Hill. Le-
teller became the most prominent.  
Chilean critic in the United States of  
the current Santiago regime. 

Letelier and Mrs. Moffitt were on 
their way to the Instiute for Policy 
StUdies, a leftist "think tante' where 
both of them worked, when the bomb 

• exploded. Mrs. Moffitt's husband 
Michael, who was also in the car, 
survived without serious injury. 

The meeting Monday of CIA and 
Justice Department officials was 
called to discuss what role the CIA 
should play in the Letelier investiga- 

• Lion, reliable sources said. The dect-
sions they reached could not be 
learned yesterday. According to one 
source Bush promised that the CIA 
w

▪ 

 ould cooperate in the investigation. 
• a In addition to the meeting with 

'flush, it is also known that,federal in-
: testigators. have had detailed intent- 
• gence' briefings and been given access 

to highly classified documents by CIA 
• officials. The briefings and documents 
• are reported to include accounts of 

Activities by Chilean and other Latin 
, American terrorist groups. 
• The CIA briefings have also appar-

ently involved discussions of the cur- 
• rent political atmosphere in Chile. 

The current Chilean regime has been 
denounced by its critics for alleged 
▪ pollticial repression, torture and im-

prisonment of its opponents. The CIA 
briefings—as well as briefings by 
State Department officials—are re- 

. ported to have discounted these crit-
ical accounts of the Chilean govern-

; ment as distorted and exaggerated. 
....Aseistant Attorney General Pot-

; finger, who heads the Justice Depart-
manes civil rights division, does not 

;.?save direct control over the inyestiga- 
- Lion, according to government offi- 

&els. In an unusual development, he 
:la playing an indirect role th the 
• /probe, which officially falls under the 
:•ttstice Department's criminal divi-

ton •1 
irPottinger stepped into the investiga- 

stron largely because of Oressure from 
rtheInstitute for Polley Studies, where 

Letelier worked, according to rain—tile 
Sources. Members of the instittite'dis; 
trust the FBI, partly because the Insti-
tute has in the past been one of the 
FBI's targets of investigation. Pot-
tinger is now supervising the Justice 
Department's investigation of illegal 
break-ins and other improper acts by 
FBI officials. 

Because of the institute's concern 

" over the investigation, they are being 
represented by Michael E. Tiger, a 
lawyer. In an interview this week, Ti-
gar said his aim was to help govern. 
ment, agencies in the investigation 
and to protect institute officials from 
improper actions by government offs-

. chits. 
Despite the institute's skepticism 

about the . FBI and CIA, Tiger ex-
. pressed satisfaction with the investi- 

gation. "1-am happy with the bureau's 
(FBI's) energy at this .point. I'm happy 
with,, Mr. (Assistant .U.S. Attorney) 

4,Pro1410 ienrgy. I'm happy With Mr, 
'Pottleger's concern," -Tiger said. 

The federal probe into Letelier's 
killing has taken investigators from 
the violence-prone, rightwing commu-
nity of Cuban and other Latin Ameri- 

can exile groups, based in Miami, Fla., 
to a New York City hotel where some 
Chileans were found to have made a 
series of suspicious long-distance 
phone calls, according to various 
sources. Investigators are also report-
edly making checks in some foreign 
nations. . 

The investigation now appears to fo-
cus on possible political motives for 
the bombing including assasination 
by rightwing Chilean or other Latin 
American groups. The investigators, 
however, have not ruled out other mo-
tives and are still checking into Lete-
lier's personal and social life. 

One group known to be under seru-
tiny by federal investigators is the Pa-
triay Libertad (Fatherland and 
Liberty) movement, a rightwing, neo-
fascist Chilean organisation. Accord- 

' ing to a Senate intelligence committee 
staff report issued last December, the 
Patriay Libertad group received $38,.,  
500 from the CIA, through an un-
named third party, in 1973 "in an ef-
fort to create tension and a possible 
preteit for intervention by the Chi-
lean military" against the Allende 
government. 

Little reliable information has been 
made public about the nature of the 
bomb that killed Letelier. According 
to informed sources, analysis of the 
bomb by the FBI's laboratory has so 
far proved partly inconclusive, and 
further lab studies are under way. 

The explosive is known to have 
been placed beneath the area of the 
driver's seat. The ,blast is believed by 
investigators to have been intended to 
kill the driver, rather than to destroy 
the entire car. The"form of explosive 
used and the means by which it was 
detonated are as yet unclear. Investi-
gators found; the face of a watch or 
clock,' according .  to informed sources, 
and have examined it to determine 
whether it was part of a timing device 

;for thtobornb. Seine investigators have 
discounted this, terming it a false 

.clue, but other sources say it is still 
udder examination. 	.., 

Accor' ding to officials of the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, the institute 
has carried out separate inquiries of 
its own and has supplied information 
to the.government investigators. Sev-
eral tips have also been passed to the 

'FBI by staff Members. of Congress fa-
miliar with Chilean affairs. 

A spokesman for the Senate intern- i 
gence committee said this week that 
the committee expects a "full report" 
on the investigation from the FBI, 

Some officials are already raising 
the prospect that investigators may 
eventually solve the murder, but be 

"unable to prosecute the assassins. The 
perpetrators, they say, may be outside 
the U.S. and, in addition, prosecution 
might lead to disclosure of sensitive 
intelligence information that the CIA 
would insist on keeping Secret. 


