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X
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e
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W

ash
in

zto
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o

st S
tu

ff W
rtler 
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d
ram

atic testim
o

n
y

, M
ich

ael V
. 

T
ow

nley, the confessed assassin of O
r-

lando L
etelier, said yesterday that one 

of the C
uban exiles charged w

ith that 
m

u
rd

er "d
id

 n
o
th

in
g
 d

irectly
" to

 h
elp

 
him

 carry out the killing. 
T

o
w

n
ley

, an
 A

m
erican

-b
o
rn

, C
h
i-

lean
 secret p

o
lice ag

en
t w

h
o
 is th

e 
g

o
v
ern

m
en

t's k
ey

 w
itn

ess ag
ain

st 
th

ree an
ti-C

astro
 C

u
b
an

s ch
arg

ed
 in

 
co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

e L
etelier k

illin
g
, 

g
av

e th
e su

rp
risin

g
 testim

o
n
y
 ab

o
u
t 

A
lvin R

oss D
iaz, w

ho is charged w
ith, 

co
n
sp

irin
g
 to

 m
u
rd

er L
etelier an

d
 

w
ith other offenses in the ease. 
U

n
d
er a stiff cro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
' 

from
 L

aw
rence D

ubin, R
oss' defense  

law
y
er, T

o
w

n
ley

 also
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 

th
at h

e g
av

e w
h
at h

e d
escrib

ed
 as an

 
"In

co
rrect an

sw
er" to

 a q
u
estio

n
 p

u
t 

to
 h

im
 b

y
 U

.S
. D

istrict C
o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e 

B
arrin

g
to

n
 D

. P
ark

er last A
u
g
u
st 

w
hen T

ow
nley pleaded guilty to con-

spiring to m
urder a foreign official. 

P
arker had asked T

ow
nley w

hether 
h
e h

ad
 h

ad
 an

y
 ex

p
erien

ce p
rio

r to
 

th
e S

ep
t- 2

1
, 1

9
7

6
, L

etelier k
illin

g
 

w
ith

 th
e u

se o
f ' rad

io
-co

n
tro

lled
 

b
o
m

b
s su

ch
 as th

at u
sed

 in
 th

e L
ete-

lier assassin
atio

n
. T

o
w

n
ley

'. rep
lied

 
h
e h

ad
 n

o
t h

ad
 su

ch
 ex

p
erien

ce, a 
statem

en
t h

e said
 y

esterd
ay

 h
e d

id
n

't 
know

 w
hy he m

ade. A
s early as 1975. 

T
o
w

n
ley

 h
as said

 h
e b

u
ilt a sim

ilar 
bom

b for an aborted M
exican assassi-

nation m
ission. 

P
ark

er w
as clearly

 an
n
o
y
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
change in T

ow
nley's testim

orty,T
ow

n-
ley, 36, fidgeting in the w

itness chair, 
lo

o
k
ed

 at P
ark

er an
d
 said

. "I h
u
m

b
ly

 
ap

o
lo

g
ize fo

r m
ak

in
g
 th

at an
sw

er. I 
m

ig
h
t h

av
e, b

een
 co

n
fu

sed
 at th

at 
tim

e
: 	

. 
"Y

o
u

 d
id

n
't in

d
icate y

o
u

 w
ere co

n
-

fused then." P
arker told T

ow
nley_ 

"N
o. I did not," T

ow
nley said. 	

' 
T

ow
nley's testim

ony about R
oss and 

h
is ex

p
erien

ce w
ith

 rad
io

co
n
tk

o
lled

 
b
o
m

b
s cam

e o
n
 th

e fo
u
rth

 d
ay

 o
f 

cro
ss-ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f h
im

 b
y
 d

efen
se 

law
y

ers D
u

b
in

 an
d

 P
au

l G
o

ld
b

erg
er. 

D
uring that tim

e, T
ow

nley said he re-
peatedly lied under oath last year to a 
C

hilean investigator assigned to try to 

S
ee L

E
T

E
L

IE
R

, A
ll, C

ol. 3 

L
etelier A

ssassin T
ells Jury H

e L
ied 

L
E

T
E

L
IE

R
, F

rom
 A

l 

find out w
hat role the C

hilean govern-
m

en
t h

ad
 in

 th
e k

illin
g
 o

f L
etelier as 

he drove along W
ashington's E

m
bassy 

R
ow

. L
etelier, form

er C
hilean am

bas-
sad

o
r to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
M

arx
ist g

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f S

alv
ad

o
r A

l-
len

d
e, b

ecam
e in

 ex
ile an

 o
u
tsp

o
k
en

 
critic o

f th
e m

ilitary
 ju

n
ta o

f A
u
g
u
sto

 
P

inochet. 
B

ut T
ow

nley said his lies w
ere part 

of a cover-up of the C
hilean secret po-

lice's In
v

o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e k
illin

g
 th

at 
w

as d
irected

 b
y

 Ju
an

 M
an

u
el C

o
n
t-

reras S
ep

u
lv

ed
a, th

e fo
rm

er h
ead

 o
f 

th
e
 se

c
re

t p
o
lic

e
, o

n
c
e
 k

n
o
w

n
 a

s 
D

IN
A

. C
o
n
treras is aw

aitin
g
 a C

h
i- 

le
a
n
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 C

o
u

rt d
e
c
isio

n
 o

n
 

w
h
e
th

e
r h

e
 is to

 b
e
 e

x
tra

d
ite

d
 to

 
stand trial in the L

etelier case. 
"Y

o
u
 co

n
sid

ered
 it m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t 
to follow

 the orders of G
en: C

ontreras 
th

a
n
 th

e
 o

a
th

 y
o
u
 to

o
k
 to

 te
ll th

e
 

tru
th

" D
u
b
in

 ask
ed

 T
o
w

n
ley

 at o
n
e 

point yesterday. 
"Y

es," T
ow

nley replied. 
T

ow
nley has testified that it w

as his 
"reco

llectio
n
" th

at R
o
ss atten

d
ed

 a 
S

ept. 13, 1976 m
eeting at the C

hateau 
R

enaissance M
otel in U

nion C
ity, N

.J., 
at w

hich T
ow

nley asked m
em

bers of 
an anti-C

astro group know
n as the C

u-
b
an

 N
atio

n
alist M

o
v
em

en
t to

 h
elp

 in
 

the assassination of L
eteller. 

B
u

t T
o

w
n

ley
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 th

at  

w
h
en

 h
e testified

 last M
ay

 b
efo

re a 
federal grand Jury that w

as investigat-
in

g
 th

e
 L

e
te

lie
r a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, h

e
 

nam
ed three persons at the m

eeting—
n
o
n
e o

f w
h
o
m

 w
aw

 R
o
ss—

an
d
 h

ad
 

"no m
em

ory" of others w
ho attended. 

T
h
e th

ree h
e n

am
ed

 sere G
u
illerm

o
 

N
ovo S

am
pol, a C

uban exile charged 
w

ith
 th

e L
etelier k

illin
g
 an

d
 n

o
w

 o
n
 

trial, an
d
 Jo

se D
lo

n
iso

 S
u
arez E

s-
quivel, a fugitive Indicted in the case, 
and the late D

r. Juan P
nlido. 

A
sked later to nam

e "one thing that 
A

lv
in

 R
o
ss d

id
 to

 h
elp

 y
o
u
 k

ill O
r-

lando L
etelier," T

ow
nley responded: 

"M
r. R

o
ss d

id
 n

o
th

in
g
 d

irectly
 to

 
h
elp

 m
e k

ill O
rlan

d
o
. I h

av
e n

o
 id

ea  

w
hat aid, if any, he gave to any other 

persons. T
o m

yself directly, none that 
I know

 of." 
"F

rom
 the tim

e you left N
ew

 Jersey 
o
n
 th

e 1
6
th

 o
r 1

7
th

 o
r 1

5
th

 (o
f S

ep
-

tem
ber 1976) to go to W

ashington to 
p

lan
t th

e b
o

m
b

 u
n

til y
o

u
 actu

ally
 

planted the bom
b, you had no contact 

w
ith

 A
lv

in
 R

o
ss, d

id
 y

o
u
?" D

u
b
in

 
asked. 

"N
o sir," T

ow
nley answ

ered. 
T

h
e in

d
ictm

en
t In

 th
e case, h

o
w

-
ev

er, ch
arg

es th
at R

o
ss m

et w
ith

 
T

o
w

n
ley

 tw
ice in

 
N

ew
 
Jersey

 after 
the bom

b w
as planted in L

eteller's car 
an

d
 th

at th
ey

 d
iscu

ssed
 T

o
w

n
ley

', 
m

ission in W
ashington. 


