
C
ou

rt T
old L

etelier S
poke of 'E

n
em

ies' 
B

y K
enneth B

redem
eier 

W
oab

ln
rtO

n
 P

oet S
taff W

riter 

M
ich

ael M
o
ffitt, th

e lan
e su

rv
iv

o
r 

of the 1976 car bom
bing assassination 

h
ere th

at k
illed

 fo
rm

er C
h
ilean

 am
-

b
assad

o
r O

rlan
d

o
 L

etelier, testified
 

y
esterd

ay
 th

at L
etelier h

ad
 to

ld
 h

im
 

that he had "m
any enem

ies, especially 
T

h
e C

h
ilean

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t" o
f m

ilitary
 

dictator A
ugusto P

inochet. 
M

offitt, w
ho escaped w

ith m
inor in-

ju
ries fro

m
 th

e b
last th

at also
 k

illed
 

h
is w

ife, R
o

n
n

i, to
ld

 a U
.S

. D
istrict 

C
o

u
rt ju

ry
 th

at w
h
en

 th
e P

in
o
ch

et re-
g

im
e d

ecid
ed

 in
 1

9
7

4
 to

 release L
ete-

L
er after a y

ear in
 p

riso
n
 o

n
 an

 icy
 

Island near A
ntarctica, a C

hilean offi-
cer w

arned him
 about his future activ-

ities. 
"G

en
. P

in
o

ch
et w

ill n
o

t an
d
 d

o
es 

n
o
t to

lerate activ
ities ag

ain
st his gov-

ernm
ent," the officer told L

etelier, ac-
co

rd
in

g
 . to

 M
o
ffitt, w

h
o
 ad

d
ed

 th
at 

L
etelier "co

n
sid

ered
 th

at a th
reat." 

M
o
ffitt said

 th
at th

e n
ig

h
t b

efo
re 

L
etelier w

as slain on S
ept. 21, 1978, as 

he drove along W
ashington's E

m
bassy 

R
o
w

, th
e fo

rm
er d

ip
lo

m
at also

 m
en-

tio
n
ed

 a th
reat o

n
 h

is life th
at an

 in
. 

fo
rm

en
t in

sid
e th

e C
h
ilean

 E
m

b
assy

 
h
ere h

ad
 reciev

ed
 in

 a letter. 
T

he 27-year-old M
offitt, an assistant  

to
 L

etelier at th
e In

stitu
te fo

r P
o
licy

 
S

tu
d
ies, a left-w

in
g
 th

in
k
 tan

k
 h

ere, 
g
av

e .h
is testim

o
n
y
 ab

o
u
t th

e th
reats 

ag
ain

st L
etelier in

 resp
o
n
se to

 q
u
es-

tions from
 a defense law

yer for one of 
three staunchly anti-C

astro C
uban ex-

iles o
n

 trial in
 co

n
n

ectio
n

 w
ith

 th
e 

slay
in

g
 o

f L
etelier an

d
 R

o
n

al M
o

ffitt. 
B

u
t M

o
ffitt's statem

en
ts ten

d
ed

 to
 

b
u

ttress th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t's co

n
ten

tio
n

 
th

at th
e k

illin
g
 o

f L
etelier, an

 arch
ed

-
tic o

f th
e P

in
o
ch

et reg
im

e, w
as o

r-
d
ered

 b
y
 th

e C
h
ilean

 secret p
o
lice 

then know
n as D

IN
A

. 
L

ater in
 th

e d
ay

, th
e ju

ry
 o

f sev
en

 
w

om
en and five m

en heard R
ivas V

as-
q

u
ez, d

ep
u

ty
 d

irecto
r o

f th
e V

en
ezu

e-
lan

 in
tellig

en
ce serv

ice, testify
 th

at 
D

IN
A

 officials cam
e to C

aracas in A
u-

g
u

st 1
9

7
5

 to
 seek

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t 
C

h
ilean

 ex
iles liv

in
g

 th
ere w

h
o

 h
ad

 
se

rv
e
d

 th
e
 o

u
ste

d
 g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t o
f 

M
arx

ist p
resid

en
t S

alv
ad

o
r A

llen
d
e. 

L
etelier, w

ho held several positions in 
th

e A
llen

d
e reg

im
e, h

im
self liv

ed
 

b
riefly

 in
 V

en
ezu

ela after leav
in

g
 

C
hile in 1974, 
V

asq
u

ez said
 th

at th
e D

IN
A

 o
ffi-

cials, led
 b

y
 th

e ag
en

cy
's d

irecto
r, 

Ju
an

 M
an

u
el C

o
n
treras S

ep
u
lv

ed
a, 

ask
ed

 th
at V

en
ezu

elan
 o

fficials in
-

fo
rm

 th
e C

h
ilean

s w
h
en

ev
er an

y
 o

f  

th
e ex

iles left V
en

ezu
ela an

d
 p

ro
v
id

e 
th

eir airlin
e flig

h
t n

u
m

b
ers. 

B
u

t V
asq

u
ez said

 th
e V

en
ezu

elan
s 

refused to give the C
hileans the infor-

m
atio

n
 b

ecau
se h

is g
o

v
ern

m
en

t "w
as 

n
o

t in
 ag

reem
en

t w
ith

 th
e C

h
ilean

 re-
g
im

e." C
o
n
treras h

as b
een

 in
d
icted

 in
 

th
e slay

in
g
s o

f L
etelier an

d
 M

o
ffitt. • 

H
e and tw

o other D
IN

A
 agents are be 

Ing held in S
antiago w

hile the C
hilean 

S
uprem

e C
ourt decides w

hether to ex-
trad

ite th
em

-to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates to

 
stan

d
 trial. - . 

V
asq

u
ez also

 testified
 th

at • h
e m

et 
w

ith G
uillerm

o. N
ova S

am
pol, one of 

th
e C

u
b

an
s o

n
 trial o

n
 th

e L
etelier-

M
offitt m

urder charges, and tw
o other • 

C
u

b
an

 ex
iles In

 1
9

7
4

 as th
ey

 p
assed

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 V

en
ezu

ela en
 ro

u
te to

 C
h
ile, - 

B
ut w

hen V
asquez w

as asked by. A
s-. 

sistant U
.S

. A
ttorney E

ugene M
. P

rop- 
per to Identify N

ovo in the courtroom
, 

th
e in

tellig
en

ce o
fficial p

ick
ed

 o
u
t 

N
ovo's 'brother, Ignacio N

ovo S
am

pol,, 
w

h
o
 is ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 ly
in

g
 to

 a g
ran

d
 

jury investigating the L
etelier slaying, 

but not w
ith the killings or the alleged 

co
n

sp
iracy

 th
at led

 to
 th

em
. 

Ju
d
g
e B

arrin
g
to

n
 D

. P
ark

er point-
ed

ly told tbe jury after , V
asquez's tes-

tim
ony about the w

rong identification 
an

d
 tw

o
 o

th
er tim

es d
u

rin
g th

e d
ay'  

n
o
ted

 th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's testi-
m

o
n

y
 d

id
 n

o
t relate to

 Ig
n

a0
o

 N
o

v
o

, 
o
n
ly

 to
 G

illerm
o
 N

o
v
o
 an

d
 th

e th
ird

 
defendant on trial, A

lvitfR
oss 

P
arker also

 m
ad

e an
 effo

rt y
ester-

d
ay

 to
 lim

it th
e am

o
u
n
t o

f testim
o
n
y
 

d
ep

ictin
g

 th
e b

lo
o

d
 an

d
' g

o
re 'aaso

d
-

ated w
ith the slayings. A

fter the' gov-
ern

m
en

t p
resen

ted
 M

o
ffitt's testi-

m
o
n
y
, alo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

at o
f a-policem

an 
. w

ho w
as called tothe site O

f the explo-
sio

n
 o

n
 S

h
erid

an
 C

ircle; tw
o
 p

ass-
ersby and the m

edical exam
iners w

ho 
p
erfo

rm
ed

 th
e au

to
p
sies o

n
 L

etelier 
and R

onni M
offitt, P

arker ruled there,  
w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 m

o
re testim

o
n
y
 d

eserib
-

ing the scene or the bodies. T
h&

 golf 
e
rn

m
e
n
t th

e
n
 p

ro
c
e
e
d
e
d
 to

 d
i/ to

 
sh

o
w

 a m
o
tiv

e 'fo
r L

eteller's k
illin

g
, 

h
is im

p
o

rta
n

c
e
 in

 e
x

ile
 a

c
tiv

itie
s 

against the P
inochet regim

e. 	
, - 

S
en

. G
eorge M

cG
overn

 W
.E

),) tes-
tified that L

etelier "sensitized" him
 to 

, the issue of alleged hum
an rights %

do-
. lation

s In
 C

h
ile an

d
 m

ad
e h

im
 "

m
ore 

in
clin

ed
"

 to su
p

p
ort 1916 legislation

 
curbing U

.S. econom
ic aid to C

hile un-
til th

e P
in

o
ch

et reg
im

e im
pioved its 

hum
an rights record. 


