
Suspect in L
etelier M

urder Shifted $25,000 From
. D

.C
. B

ank - 
/1

, 
B

y
 T

im
o

t S
. 4

?
 ' so

n
 

W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost M

all W
riter 

F
o

rm
er C

h
ilean

 secret p
o

lice ch
ief 

M
an

u
el C

o
n
treras S

ep
u
lv

ed
a secretly

 
o

rd
ered

 th
e w

ith
d

raw
al o

f $
2

5
,0

0
0

 
fro

m
 h

is D
.C

. b
an

k
 acco

u
n
t last D

e-
cem

b
er w

h
ile h

e su
p

p
o

sed
ly

 w
as u

n
-

d
er arrest at a C

h
ilean

 m
ilitary

 h
o
sp

i-
tal o

n
 ch

arg
es o

f d
irectin

g
 th

e b
o

m
b

-
in

g
-m

u
rd

er h
ere o

f fo
rm

er C
h
ilean

 
am

b
assad

o
r O

rlan
d

o
 L

etelier, acco
rd

-
in

g
 to

 fe
d
e
ra

l la
w

 e
n
fo

rc
e
m

e
n
t 

sources. 
T

h
e m

o
n

ey
 h

as sin
ce b

een
 traced

 to
 

a C
h
ilean

 airlin
e em

p
lo

y
e in

 M
iam

i. 
F

B
I in

v
estig

ato
rs b

eliev
e it m

ay
 h

av
e 

b
een

 u
sed

 to
 p

ay
 fo

r th
e d

efen
se o

f 
three C

uban-A
m

ericans w
ho w

ere con-
v

icted
 o

f th
e L

etelier assassin
atio

n
 

last January, sources said. 
F

B
I investigators said $20,000 of the 

c
a
sh

 w
a
s la

u
n
d
e
re

d
 fo

r C
o

n
tre

ra
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
 a N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 in
v
estm

en
t firm

 
at th

e req
u

est o
f a C

h
ilean

 co
m

p
an

y
. 

L
aw

 en
fo

rcem
en

t au
th

o
rities said

 It 
ap

p
ears th

at th
e tran

sactio
n

 v
io

lated
 

C
h
ilean

 b
an

k
in

g
 law

s an
d
 U

.S
. cu

s-
to

m
s reg

u
latio

n
s, an

d
 th

at It still -is 
under investigation. 

T
h
e C

h
ilean

 S
u
p
rem

e ..C
au

rt last _
 

w
eek

 refu
sed

 to
 o

rd
er th

e ex
trad

itio
n

  

o
f C

o
n
treras an

d
 tw

o
 o

th
er fo

rm
er 

C
h

ilean
 secret p

o
lice o

fficers so
 th

ey
 

co
u

ld
 stan

d
 trial fo

r L
etelier's m

u
r-

d
er, say

in
g

 th
e U

:S
. ev

id
en

ce ag
ain

st 
th

e th
ree- m

en
 w

as in
su

fficien
t u

n
d
er 

C
h

ilean
 law

. T
h

e actio
n

 freed
 th

e 
th

re
e
 m

e
n

 a
n

d
 e

n
d

e
d

 th
e
 e

a
se

 in
 

C
hile. 	

• 
T

he C
ontreras account in R

iggs N
a• 

fio
n
al B

an
k
 b

ecam
e k

n
o
w

n
 p

u
b
licly

 
h

ere y
esterd

ay
, after atto

rn
ey

s' fo
r 

L
ettelier's w

id
o
w

 in
 a civ

il law
su

it 
ag

ain
st C

h
ilean

 o
fficials filed

 n
o
tice 

w
ith

 th
e b

an
k

 th
at it w

o
u

ld
 attem

p
t to

 
attach

 th
e rem

ain
in

g
 b

alan
ce —

 said
 

to he about $2,000. 
F

ederal sources confirm
ed the exist-

en
ce o

f th
e b

an
k
 acco

u
n
t an

d
 said

 
th

ey
 h

ad
 d

eterm
in

ed
 th

at a $
2

5
,0

0
0

 
check signed by C

ontreras w
as cashed 

ag
ain

st th
e acco

u
n

t last D
ecem

b
er b

y
 

' a C
hilean , go-betw

een w
ho conducted 

the banking transaction for C
ontreras. 

T
h

e acco
u
n
t w

as o
p
en

ed
 b

y
 C

o
n
tr-

eras sev
eral y

ears ag
o
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as 
stationed in W

ashington, sources said, 
a
n

d
 h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 u
se

d
 in

te
rm

itte
n

tly
 

since that tim
e. 

H
o

w
ev

er, it w
as learn

ed
 th

at last 
D

ecem
b
er, C

o
n

treras b
eg

an
 • a strin

g
 

o
f tran

sactio
n

s th
at resu

lted
 in

 th
e 

placing of an additional $20,000 in the  

account. F
B

I investigators found that 
he got a com

pany in C
hile to covertly 

tran
sfer $

2
0

,0
0

0
 o

n
 h

is b
eh

alf to
 a 

larg
e leg

itim
ate in

v
estm

en
t firm

 in
 

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
, an

d
 th

at th
e in

v
estm

en
t 

firm
 th

en
 tran

sferred
 th

e m
o

n
ey

 to
 

C
o
n
treras' p

erso
n
al acco

u
n
t h

ere, 
sources said. 

L
ater th

at m
o

n
th

, an
 in

d
iv

id
u

al 
id

en
tified

 b
y

 fed
eral so

u
rces o

n
ly

 as 
"in

d
irectly

 co
n
n
ected

" w
ith

 L
A

N
-

C
hile, the governm

ent-ow
ned C

hilean 
airline, cam

e here from
 M

iam
i w

ith a 
$
2
5
,0

0
0
 ch

eck
 sig

n
ed

 b
y
 C

o
n
treras 

against that account. 
A

fter bank officials determ
ined that 

C
o
n
treras' sig

n
atu

re w
as g

en
u
in

e, 
th

ey
 cash

ed
 th

e ch
eck

, so
u

rces said
. 

T
he individual w

ho cashed the check 
then took the $25,000 in cash to M

iam
i 

an
d
 g

av
e it to

 an
 em

p
lo

y
e o

f L
A

N
-

C
hile there, sources continued. 
T

h
e F

B
I h

as n
o
t b

een
 ab

le to
 trace 

the m
oney past that point, the sources 

ad
d
ed

. B
u
t ag

en
ts rep

o
rted

ly
 h

av
e 

b
een

 to
ld

 th
at it w

as u
sed

 to
 aid

 th
e 

accused C
uban-A

m
ericans. 

A
t v

ario
u
s tim

es d
u
rin

g
 th

e crim
i-

n
al trial o

f th
e th

ree C
u
b
an

-A
m

eri-
can

s last Jan
u
ary

, g
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
fo

r-
m

an
ts testified

 th
at th

e d
efen

d
an

ts 
had com

plained that the C
hileans had  

n
o

t g
iv

en
 th

em
 m

o
n

ey
 p

ro
m

ised
 fo

r 
their help inkilling L

etelier. 
.F

or exam
ple,: „A

m
erica/1.1m

in : 
lean

 sed
ret, p

o
lice, ag

en
t M

ich
ael V

.' 
T

ow
nley testified for the U

.S
. gavern-

m
ent that the ..C

nbart-A
m

ericans. had 
been prom

ised $25,000 in January 108 
to use in fleeing,the country., 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

ree C
u
b
ari.A

m
erian

 
m

em
b

ers o
f th

e C
u

b
an

. .N
atio

n
alist 

M
o
v
em

en
t W

ere fo
u
n
d
 g

u
ilty

 In
 th

e 
crim

in
al trial h

eie last Jan
u

ary
, tw

o
 

others rem
ain at large. F

B
I agents are 

co
n
tin

u
in

g
 to

 search
 fo

r V
irg

in
° P

at 
R

om
ero and Jose S

uarez D
ioniii6 E

S
- 

m
ane. • 	

• 	
- • 	

• • 

L
etelier w

as killed on S
ept. 21, 1075, 

w
hen atiom_ b plaeed .under idS.C

ar ex- 
 

ploded: as he-  d
rd

ie aro
u

n
d

. S
h

erid
an

 
C

ircle N
W

. A
n associate of his at the 

Institute for 'P
olief S

tudies; T
IM

M
 IC

. 
M

o
ffitt, also

 w
as m

u
rd

ered
 In

 th
e 

blast that shattered L
eteller's car. .` 

A
ttorneys for L

etelier's w
idow

 and 
for M

offitt's W
idow

er w
rote. to the fop

 
R

iggs executive officer yesterday that 
th

ey in
ten

d
 to

 m
ak

e azi..!',"adverse 
claim

" on m
oney still in . 
	bank ire 

C
ontreras' F

am
e. A

ccording to the in-
d

ie
O

n
e
n

t ri.tu
rn

e
d

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates, C

o
n
traraP

" ,  ordered T
ow

nley 
and the C

ubrui-A
rriericanS

 to kill L
eta. 

lier. 


