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197 tesk 4 .,

ew Yapr'c,

Dear !'r. "astern,

1 cupte frss your 'evalutispery “atag" Lun ercirpty des.ing TiSh
what you ¢oll the “desti” of ervin .—utoer -ing, Jre znd bls Dunersl:

_ i ", .l but tie young bloods in tLe street understood. sertin Luther
+~ing se 2 rethert, s wember of 115 fanily, whom you Mewgrend wlth, Pousii®
with, but wusn ynu got d-wn tn the nitty-gritty, you defended", {n~pe A5)

"In the rueh of walte Americe to expunge its sins in fthe ble-~d of
Dr. ¥ing, it farged he wes Llsck, tust ns awd suck sm wprasl to the black com-
munity beesuss hirs rhetorie snnd nie atyle cema fro k2 ronts in the bloek

ey

con uedty.. (pogs 88)

hers ic ue " igfonse” ~f thls "traotasr”, this "mame r cf tie Tomily”,
bty the "younz blerds” or ony ctber blaek, psrticularly by tiose self-stylad oo
vrevoluticrnery”i In sbidestion? In silence? It ic tod encu a v.et lirsd als
cless reraonsl friends sre wituout voice, for Whatever salf-1imposed fecr, what-
gver desoaning s2)r-ju~slfieetien, Bu® Law sb-ut Ui focrlgsz biz-talkers, the
you- 7, the impussionad? ‘here cre the peoples' Lsros, tie defsnders, the uvengers?

1 sgree with you, he wes a symbol. te about tle curdar of your symbol
you ers silent, to @ mem, szrecially, the would-be lsadars, ths writersy In toe
modern nmeriketplace =lmost cnything so . nding revoluticnary or violent from «
black ven een be published. ‘e thus nieve meny finae, potablished black writers,
evary cne of whom 1z mute aboul tue mirder »f taois black brother, this symbol,

As with Meleolm X, there is no bleck Blondel, no aveager, no ds fander,
nr trinthesealker = nn ano man willines te do the dirty herd wnrk ~f lasrning and
sstnblishing truth, a record of wapt heprened, » recerd ~* wupt gevernment dide
You all conred mut,with Namsay Clark, -hil G-nals, J. Hager “aovar, whn franed
& sonvenicnt white natsy far you snd thus housht bie =ilence of ftoces whe mizhb
have been tempted to seek, tn speak, il there wore sn¥e

1 did tust ssrd, dlsspgreesble work, witu & refussi [rom svery bBlaclk
L gsked to belp (me or himself, mostly wue letter) or intersst himself. Had some-
thing been dome, hrd tua blsck writers been less intarested in philosonhicel telk
and more in action, some of their recently-murdered brothers nlght today be slive,
Some in jnil on spuricus chsrges miznt not heve been [olsely cherged. But wnen
there wee e bleck erieis, when blsck lesders vere murdered blsck writers were
enwardly, unmsnly.jt is enough for them to be contempuous, irdieeiminst-ly, of
all whites, including definining as "sctivists” these who go &0 furope rather
than stey snd fizht.(psse &7). I am more the brotuer of these mirdered blecke
then you, for I, st leest, act lire & reel btrother. Sinecsrely,

Harpld /aiasberg



