10/8/71
Dear Jin,

Phis wot being one of my butter days and not trusting sysclf o wori on othwr uattors,
i did slein the government's papers in the dichols aps-al (they were botber donu that the
earlier on:s, I think), I dida't road it word for word, noted afew cdnor lit:le wricks, ond
several things that oy, perha.s, have some use for use For cxample, here fic coverment
itself says that Sirica's question was irrelevant and improver when ho asked sud Ly purposes
in seeling the spectro.

If T rencuber the form of t ¢ ilichols argument, and I'm not ceriain I do, then I
belicve that the decision holding the pictures and d-rays exempt is correct. Under other
circunstances I would not hold t:dc view. :

d4lthough I have never gone into it with you, I ask you to note that *+ hove not
filed for thea nyself, and + have special reasons + beliove nust controle I have wiitten
a long letter ow this that I am not distributi ng, but you would be welcowe to reac it
when you arc here ggain,

While I think that most of the things Nichols sought are records within © o ncening
of the law, L did not make out a proper casc for it. Og the other bhnd, 1 beliove I did
and the gourt was sinply wrong. Under onc set of ecircuustances somcthing is a record. Under
another it is not. i

Besides, idchols' purroses werc in wany cases frivolous and other thwn vro e
had not, rually, axhausted his available administrative romedies, of goue ul Lldch Lo was
well aware, of others he apiecars not to have becn.

I do nov share the apparent enthusiasm for Yyril's operatioa wund ail, i fact, full
of decp Lorebodings about the cntire thing, Wone of you hag trought this throusii. Lou

have a beginuing point in my not haviug filed for the pictures and s=rays my o.n woy, vicre
I thinic the law is on my side, cspecially when * hLave a boolk ii preparation oa that subjects
Yhis can b a great danger, and not in the paranoidal Garrison/ Salandria sensc. But I've
neither tine nor stouach for morc of ite Yoo many who knou too little and uwnderstand even
less have arragated sole knouledge and understanding to thensclvos. surviving curgelf and
our friends is our nmost im.cdinte problem.

vincerely,



