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Dear Jim and iay,

Lil and I both appreciate your card and the encloscd check., In the wail with it
were two soncwhat.touching and expensive cards from John Ray and Walter iife, both
selected to emphasize friendship and appreciation of ite Lil understunds the coding
on the cards and say they arc both TH-centers, a not inconsiderable sum for men who wmoke
and are depeddant upon their scanty curnings as prisoners. In John's case he has had no
earnings for the two months he was in the hole. .

We appreciate both the thought and the help it means for us. Both are les.. corwon
than you night think. .

There worc also two letters from James, including references to civil suits 1 think
we should, when you can, discuss more than we haves I think he will accept any counsel
we recoumend., le is aware of the problems in that areae. He refers to his conversation
with you about collecting from Foreman and to a bHemphis lavyer who has beun wiliing %o
buck the powers there. As a general principle, I like that. lie names "Se.ater", which I
take to be how I might type "Slater", Hollis, of Lomphis State. And he says the statute
rung in a year, or april 4, 1973.

Larry has sent me dome byt not all Chicago clippings on Dorothy Hunt's death. For
some reason, there secms to have been just about no reporting wntil 12/12, although there
was radjo treatmont earlier. I asked Larry to send me two of each and he dide L have
sent one to a reporter friend in California. He has fed back some rather interesting
parallels and thoughts. I have these in a separate file if you ever want coples. I also
have my own notes in that file,

If Jerry comes up with the transcript of the Varren show, 1'd apyreciate an extra
copy tor this roporter friend. ,s I believe I told you, my "expensive" tape Jjamed toward
thﬁe ends I had a cecond machine working at that point, to get hip Commission com wnt, 80
I nay have all of it, but awkwardly. :

We have heard nothing from hary and are a bit concerned about ite I wes reminded ik
of her stypical sildénce yesterday when idl decorated—out (living) tree, She saved hary's
lagt years card, in the shape of a golden angel, and has it on the tree. iary has been
under an enormous burden and faced & series of crises that, even with her extensive
experience with them, might be an overloads If you have any recent word, we'd like to
know what it is.

At Ian dcbonald's Xmas party last night I had a long talk with his buresu chief.

Ian has doscussed the petition with him. I didn't know it until last night, but Ian has

a contract for a book with a #ritish publisher, He is taiing the coming week off to work
on ite Fred says he'll read the petition in Ian's absence. He peems interested in the
thing that BBC was interested in, that the British court and govermment would surrender
all its records in any case, particularly one like thise BBC is not easily reached, but
in this instance I have no doubt they were. I cite this as a measure of what is involved.
We may be talking about it further in the near futures At this point I think a story along
those lines, oven if it is all in Frame-Up, might do more gocd. Lt docs not foreclose

a second story. and 1 have a fow lcttors for him I didn £t use in Fremo-¥Upe (If by now I
can find them!) °

If you and iay have any time over the holidays, perhaps you can drive up? I we lmow
when it would be, unaybe Lil can bake an extra loaf of bread. She has becn producing ¢ood,
old~fashioned bread, no two the aame, for several months, to the detrimunt of my waistline.
She'll have to stop the first of the year., The first couple of wecvks of the tax season '
generally are not busy ones. after that is when she gets loaded UDe

Ve expect Howard some time after 1/1. lie'll let me know when. If you havenever had
a chance Yo talk to him, you might want to. an exceptionsl young man. e have grown
gyite fond of him, lic is a history major, is taking graduate corses in his juior year,
and as of last report, with all the extre work he is doing, was maintaining the required

.scholarship average. He has all my old VN files and carly “inatant analyses". They go

way backe (I also once plamned a book, "Aesop in the State Department,") He may do a

thesis on CIA foundations, L have offered hin all my stufi when I sugested this to hime

If he docsnat do & thesis, maybe we'll do & book together. S0, if and wvhen Jeryy cowes up
with the index and Howard gets time, there is vuch Jerry dien = have than can be intecrateds
Thanlzs again, uwad woe hope you have a good year aeheade - '




