Denr Jim, 11/26/74

After Tindshing reading the iduie depositdon, which followed our phone conversation,
I was troubled both by what we missed and by how we missed 1t. I did not recall being in
on thr discussion of approach but I did clearly enough recall discusiion that it was all
a fubixity on Baile's part becowie tho judge had ruled that depomitions could be adwitted
for impeachaont only. Whils this surprised ms beceuse I thought wivil rules mkkatmeny
controllnd, I did not question this and then agreed that it would be & waste of tine,
considering all the work to do and probably the cost.

Gther feotora enter into this 0 1 clivcked wy records. The one time this could
have boen a disoussion involMing av was Septeuber 12, I was not Ln¥ashington the previous
wee at alls 1 suw you on the (0%, a day I devoted aluust entirely to the book, including
gpending wuch of it at Hamny's. You should recall the 12th becaunse from the time I left
the orkhopeedist's ofifco untdl I cams howe I vwas in Bud's office bevaurc he hod asked
ny Juwigessnit on the newest Len Saith stuff. You, %00, wasted a day on that which could uot
have been at issue in the ponding procesdiugs if overs

The next day I {eft the area for two days. Frou the tluefof my return until the
'Z7th 1 was not oven in Washington, I apent the night of the 29th with you and early the
next morning we left on dliscovery, . N S
- The only posuibility of my having been involved in eny dinoussion on deposing
 Huie, thercfors, is 9/12. This is two days after Bud wrote laile, an 9/10. :

Hy purpos= here is not to morimdnatc and you can give Bud and Bill copiex of this
or not a3 you see £it. But as I told Bud in Memphis, we'd best face tho reslities and one
oi‘thnuisJBw.»Hnmreallyum} p&tmtdﬂpomﬁuiewdinmhmpaatbew
be, It was a rajor blunder and I ,I: i best be corrected as rapidly as possible, It
will now, of course, cost more. But there 1s basls for it, including incouplete discovery,
nev information ond judiclial error in admitiing whet wes outeide the juige's own rules. I
here assuns that the mllls-toast ladguage Bufl used ie scoursie, thet Heile's notification
wag after the lost date in the Judgc's dirvctives.

Haile wae ounning in his close of this deposition. Whether or not truthfully-
and the juige and others have no way of knowing-he m:de quite s record of both abdication
and dissenbling by Bud and you both. He was, I note, careful to omit Bod Livingaton,

Bach of us works and writes consistunt with his pereonality. Bud's way is uhat he
thinks 1a politensns but ay obscrvation of it would charncterige it differently. I wrote
& long mono on hovw to cope with Haile long before this. But Bud ignored it to the point
where he didn't acknowludge weceipt, Looking back I defy anyone to unay I wasn't rignt,
polisically and legally. And Bud's letter, correctly « nay — understatedly - described
by Haile as "mild" is a classic example of how to entrap yourself, how to slit your owm
throat and sorew your cliunt, when faced with & oorrupt and skilled adversary like lgile
to whon principle im as strange as flying to the plausts, '

instead of maying fuck you, Henry, the julge hes ruled you are too late and you
had plenty of time Lefore this Bud says,”lt was our understanding that Judge HoRne had
required a list of all prospevtive depositions before the close of August." And ineteed
of maying with some vigor you started this jamg in March with Foreman, deposed in ipril,
why ths hell didn't you ask for and do Huie then Bud says, realy tough alleycat that ho
is, "sad I do nPt remember sny montion of Hule." sk, Tek.

Forther on the late date, with manly wigor,"Also, the Septouber 20th date is
sost inop ortune from our point of view,” "Inopportune” is going to decide a judge in a
cage lize this? Why 1is it oo “inopportune?™ & Sspucially in light of the short
notice | two wecks is not all that short] and the pending appesl in Cincimmati [ in vhich we
wers not o pErty)."




¥What was yeally "inopportunc” is that Bud decided a nice Kuropean vacation was
more important than his clisnt's urgent needs so he took a mice Buropean vscation. And
if ho tad not been, how gropared Was he to depose Huie? How much can ne Juglly do
beaides spell Hule's name?

Hell, I did all the original work, inclwiing laying the basis for what you later aid,
That you later ddd it is onl: booause Jud vetood it wvhen 1 ahowed hm Huie's 1969 offex
to me, Anciuding all of lHanes and Foremen and “pokerw all even including what you are
wloold.ngfar.mbytmvwr. I gave Bud the original of this letter to uee if he
needad 1t and I haven't gotten it back and I do want it. iI'l1l bet he »eally has no
real familinrity with what you oane back with -~ ~hen you had to mske that unnecessary
trip when you hac other urgent things to do only bvecsuse of Lud's hahgups, ind, naturally,
because vou had %o do his work, without pay.

- Yoy were overly busy. You were botier pm;m'sd So you couldp't really depose
< Wwithout other aspects of the defenss suwifering. Zut Bud couldn't heve done it because
hnm't done any real work and louows more wbout CLiff and Yatroit than about the issm
that were ¢o e faosd in a hearing. “‘aal:.ty. not cope-and-robbers.

Do you of #4111 thdnk for a minute that #ndle resd Bud's 9/10 lct"eraa other than
mmtuumeotamothachw?nnddidhenotgutmayn:lthit?&ndiamamtm-
Sisely what 1 aidrensed in that ﬂmmmmmhmtocomuth}amm&d
fucked up ell over again?

Joaus Chriat! Infents lu&m froa touching not ivons! Bud in the Bay ou:e has a
carser of lifting thems But with fay's hends, yours or mine.

Reanwhile, I entisipate thepe prohlemn, talw the time for which I's not puid to -
spell them out, got igiored and wom. bacome sorss ind of villain for firat secing
the problen and them expleining hou to cope with Lt. Cen there never be an end to this?

Or to the hegleot of iny's futerest that in oach onse is tiue resuit?

And sending the judge a copy of that babywetufi latter was morely ‘o tell him that
Bud pres:hts no mroblem and he can adjust magdly to bhis looal pblitioal eituatiou, :

- You have known siice early 1971 how essy it iz to blow Hufe and how wondexful he
is(fortmiwhmhuuowa.Iwmto]ﬂmhaw!ﬁiditwﬂawmthew if Bud
hasn't liatoned to it that 48 no worse a crime than consistency. But lnde boils low and
hard end is insane on shis subjecte If 1'd had any notion that this deposition could or
would have bean used in court exvept to impeach dule when ho was ou the stand I'd have roared
in opposition. Suruw we oould and did get the helpful in it. But under what conditiona?
Hotformpem}vwnt.ﬁemw,(tauim and not in any wey you oan use until you can
write another book and ocull it an apyeal. idght now it presents hasards because haile has
his oun intentions, the reason he a/ deposed tne anib) 80 late, le probably knew Bud's
plans for the junket.

Noither Sxpliclitly nor explicitiy is thi: oriticimm of you. You were too deeply
iavolved in what Bud was supposed to bu doing and never has end you lack his dn~court
and other esxperience, Uf course 4% is coriticion of Bud, who haon 4+ done eny real work end
found this "inop ortune” becausc his vacation meant more than M6 client and ho didn't
went 4o fluuant his wnpreparednoss, for Hude or on “hw entire case (egcept for- Eing, Clixf
and aAnnie and the like).

But the reul quesiion et thi. mowmt is whet do we do end whes con bo e result
‘A we don't? I agree that as soon as poocible Hulde has to bo deposed. Bub
Bul deceived us both by Leading us $o Leliovp 1'¢C bo with you vhiem you deposed Foremsu. I'd
rather not have to take thoe time to go to & Euie deposition, although I'd anticiputo an
explosion Like Fercusn'm vhen he seop ne, But theru awy: oihor ways of preparing snd how
about Bud deing some of the work - and as well as he can when he wants to do welle ao
you can tuke care of sowo of Wy overdue affairs? Belleve me, if Huile guts away with &

nisugs of the “uie depomition, Jim.y is upset to bagin with. Jincerely,




