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¥When at 4 a.m. on the last day of the year I learn that a hack judge and a government
stooge is that rare thing, TIMESs man of the year, I have to know that we live in a society
that can't distinguish between shadow and substunce. If he is used as a symbol, berhaps it
is not as bad and maybe good. It was not the year of any one man anyway. But while shaving
after henring this my mind wendered to other things having to do with the understanding
of those with whom we deal. Rather than this being a time for new recolutions because a
new year is coring, I think we have to resolve to try not to repeat the mistakes of the
past, and all that is represented by this current Rey situation is one of them.

It may be that 1 do not show it, and I hope I do not, but the kind of expori-nces I
had in Bud's office Thuraday and what followed are not easy on me. If that was necessary
ay that time and should be done aguin, it iu also the kind o thing that should be avolded.
It and Bud's indulgence of some disappointment with himself at the coet of abusing 44l and
me. I sinply wonlt have that. Our lives are hard enough, I am trying to do too wuch, so I
have no altemative and I will withdraw from Bud even more.

For the moment t e important thing is thot the official plotting seems to have been
frustrated. I hopo that “ob will phone me after his visit today but I dondt know that he
will. He expaocted to hear from Bud or from me after Bud supposedly say me on his way west.
Bob is primed for the right kidd of speech is there is need for one, e was not of the
opinion that tho paper ¥im:y filed would stop the move. What I did followed by his warning
to the warden should have., Yosterday *an gave me Waldron's story. iy reading of this tells
me there was more of DJ in it that showed on the surtace, so & do believe that the calls
DJ got were crucjal because the disate told Bob they were doing it anyway, without legmel
authority. I don t think it has happened without being reported, although because of the
holiday the chances are better that it could have. We'll have to wait and see.

I gave Bob an encapsulation of what I did and how and through him and cautioned h:l.m
against disclosing it not to close off a source of intelligence about what is afoot.

If nothing has happened by Wednesday, there are things that still ought be done. I
am a firm believer in exploiting each opportunity, no. matter how slight it may appear to
be. Here we have one for an injunction or a restraining order or whatever name you lawyers
glve to the uechanisms that are availeble for delaying and for the requiring of showing
cause. Any forcing of the showing of cause now has to be important because it has to make
an official record of the fakery anc the real purposes of the natur: of James' conditions
and this despite all the notification to the coryts, beginning not when Bud declirmed to
listen to me in tho first memo 1 gave him for his first argument before Judge Williams but
with Bob's arguing of it in 2/72 when I wes there and prepared him for it. Yo the last
argument you made. We have been consistent in telling vhat they have nov made the truth
and in making this the truth they have proven that their representations have all been
false, knowingly and deliberately false, and to any unbissed tribunal, assuming that a
majority of 6th civoult may be, this should be a powerful legal approach. I think that
in addition to new moves of the c¢guneral nature above, there might well be a new approach
tp 6th circuit if it has not decided by the time it can be uwade. This is one of the arguments
and perhaps Vesco can be added to that, now that there has been an interpretation by the
British courts of the meaning of "political" undor that troaty. And Vesco was charged
with specific crimes where, unlike this case, there was probative evidence.

It is tragic that the legal braing dordnating -hat can and can not be done have no
capecity for leaming, as it is tragic that in order to dramatize the situation it was
necessary for the crazy “ays to pull a stupid one. We may never know what had any effect
in this, but I am inclined to think it is that what they did nade it possible for the
challenges thuat followed and that it is these challenges that did the Job that seems to have
been done. We could not figure that Foreman would help but he surely has if the effort is
made to0 exploit his bohbast. The need for something dramatic was obvious years agoe. That is
the reaaon I went to Hemphis the rirst tine prepared to go to jall for contempt even though
what & planned was not in any sense contemptuous. Now we have it. We must use it, But I can t
and 1f I could wouldnit propose it to Bud, 4t is obvious that each time I do what ho should”
have and didn t and couldn't his dislike of me that I presume is hidden only when we are
together growS. And I am not going to permit myself to forget this weekend, ¥his does not

meke it easy for you and 1 au sure that some of the dislikc is transferred to you.



Because the on: thing on which we can depend is his disposition to do the wrong
thing and resist the vight, perhaps the Lmwediste best chance, lacking some development
with Ray, is via the movc you are to be maoking ior John. 4f some attontion can be drawa
to ite If ilartin Waldron coumes here I'1l plumb hin intercst. If ho keeps his word it
will Yo this week, and for several days, which will give you = chance to get together
with us and nmuke the legal argumentas By now you should have better control of the fact

than I retain, Your friend under Dudmen at the Post-Dispatch may be another and in any
event should be backgroundede *t IS a St. “ouls story, too. Millman backed off when I smw
him, 2s did his expert to whonm he peferred me, *y notes give the naue, tnt these two are
to be avoided if at all possible,.

On the HMcCord thing, there is nothing I can do to withdraw what 1 have done end I
have no disposition to anyway. Right i3 rights regardless of the wrungs of others, How-
ever, from here on my help and partichpation ar: conditional upon something irn return.

Bud understunds nothing I have tried in the paste Yerhaps he will understand this. it cen
mean uoney for hine iHe scems to "upderst.nd" woney well enough not to poy it when he

oves i+t besides hio realth. He won t get my correspondence files without some quid pro quo
and Biil hao agreed that they elimtnate innocence in the libele It is bad enough that ,
.pothinb was donc when I notified Bud with exact guotation prior to publication. He can t
even find his files on i%!

#glord seems to be the same type. I did hinm a not inconsiderable favor in giving him
the means or the begimning of means of doing something about Alch, If he really k.nuw his
business, anything besides whatever spooking he did and his specific job at CIA, ke'd have
fouhd and understood this on his owne. I don,t care if he is, remains or ceases to be Bud's
clinet. My stmests must henceforth run two ways. Se can help. “e wil or he will not. I will
do as he and Bud do. I think I can help ther and the record shows they can8t and don_t
even know how to help themselves. I think I can see a way to keep him from goingnto jall now,
I'm not mentioning it without knowing more of what to expect because it can be costly to me.

These people understand nothing else. Ferheps, if they cen understand anything, they
oan undergtand thise

By now we have ample deminstration of the permeating incomphtence of all the touted
legal minds in any way involved in any aschts of these two tld.ngs, including those of the
Nader egus and those respecteds used by the “emoorats.

I made direct offers to Williams and to ‘icovern through his AA and to 0'Brien and
%o Shr:i.vex' and through Bud to at least Cohen, hether or not Bud conveyed it. And to Bud
for his uwn purposes. You know he would not even tall to me about it except by phone and
you lmow that in advance he know I would not talk about it by phone. You may huve a contrary
opinion, but I look back :nd still believe that IF anything could have altered ewvonts,
what I then had could havce So could the eivil suit I proposed for myself %o them before
I went to Hirschkop snd Shattuck. *f these are fine lawyers they are also blind lawyers,
each blinded by his own peraonal interests. They failed to see what anyone should have
been able %o sec as a real possibllity,

' ¥t is all spelled out in thoe Oid 2 estament. Ky fault is that I have been a heathem
and havan8t heeded the true word of thé true faith. Maybe I can't, But I'n going to have
to try harder. Turning the other cheek has not helped.Meybe demands will, the basic philos-
ophy of eye-fir-eye but not in the sense of vengeasnce.

There 13 a real problen, of getting to make the proposel. But what are the alternatives?
Hore futilitiea of the kind of the uany of the past and the too-many oi° the ending year?

It is like the horse taken to water compared with the 2x4 and the jackass.

We are dealing with those two stupid to know when they thirst or too bullheaded to
admit they are thiraty when someone else takes them to water.

Even 3il! has been a disappointment. When I sugiested thet I do what I did and he
opposed it, I was surprised, His argument wes spurdous for under no circunstances was
any breach of confidence involved. But &he real way 4o do what I did was for counsel %o
do it OPENLY and Immediately. When neither Bud nor Bill hand any suggestions to make and
when what was done you and I had to think of and then do, well! do we noed more? Was there
anything we propesed not obvious to an average competence? Like we had to suggest the phone

ea.lls you ma.de?...we ara boxed in by o hj:!.ﬂ?a’d.&a, but let try to learn for fi;:ljs %
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