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When I saw you earlier this wesk I told you I wanted to write a letter to the editor
ebout keCord. Having heard nothing andhaving formed a few impressions fyom his yeaterday's
testimony, I have written it rather than delay longer. A copy is enclosed,

You will remember that you told me Bud is conaidering £iling a writk of corem nobis (7)
and that you dissgreed. Hy instinctive reaction then wa: that he should., After some thought
1 fedl rather strongly that he should, and for multiple roasons.

As you knowy I think of such legal matters more politically than legally.

If I were not confident that Bud would automatically op;ose anything I suggest, I'd
have written him about thise I wrote hin about other things yesterday, copy also enclosed.

First of all, McCord yesterday took on a full sot of powerful naw enecmies, not the
least of whom are Bailey and Alch. ven if McCord rosisted responding, Alch should have,
in a sincere defense effort, sought to oxplore the line McCord has taken. From some of
uy experiences in the Garrison case I have had questions about these boys anywaye. Next,
¥McCord hao laid 1t on him (them) and they are not the kind to take this in stride.

The Judge has suddenly become a horo after a career as a hack. 4 heardng on an
eatrament motion gives him another opportunity to be a gonuine hero, to get to the bottom
as he says he wants to. A whole new set of facts becoms ralevant, and this rcverses the
position of the whitewashing prosecution. In fact, it would give Bud, who I suspect will
ot be fully equal, s chance to expose the prosscution's covering upe : '

~ I had all these things in mindk before Martha Mitchell hit the tube last te You
will remember that I have felt from almost the first that Martha was liberating Yohm in
all she did, from the time she got jabbed in California. ¥k I have slso bolioved that
frow $he {ime she roturned from Californis, she has satd nothing or just about nothing
that olmdidn'tmtnaid.ulmbermtahemdlastniam. she said that"ohn
told Har he wes mroteoting "Hr. President". (And in using this phrase, I have nover -
thought she was expressing reverence, for she has almays lnow Tricky-Dirty as Dick end
would ordinarily say "The Preuident®.)

So, if Bud files such a motion and can get a hearing, and Mitchell is the one who
entrapped or was part of the entrapment, see what can follow?

Should Mitchell deny, then I have in my files a long record for hiu that is
entively consistent with what HcCord alloges.

8:: the other hand, and separete from such a hearing, HoCord is more vulnersble than
yesteiday's hearing and questioning shows. He handled himpelf remarkably well, But he
got orcampufis, not questions. The tousht and to me obvious questions were not asked.

In a hearing they will be because the prosecutor who will aslc them vwill, in a rcal
sanse, be on trial himself, :

Thero will, I anticipatc, be anothor problem, if I understand McCord, He will
face a conflict between his own interest and loyelties I think he fecls sincerely.

I think ke will not easily sec where the greater loyulty is owed, and I am not speaking
of to himmelf or to his family, which is separates

Bud was right to counsel ag little as possible yesterday. There were, however, a
few places where he should have and didn't, ‘

4nd if ho is at ell apprehenasive about his words of counsel being heard, then then
can Le without sophicticated equipment. I detected this by accident in listening to the
part of the procoedings I missed from the phone cell. Yhe automatic volumo control takes
over with a whisper and ampiifies the whisper when there is no other sounde 1f the mike
picks it up at all, the fecbs can nmuke it oute

4 hearing on an sllegation of entrapment is going to teke more time in preperation
than Sud sevms to have invested or being willing to invest. It will also roquire & lawyer
with wore courtroom experience and who thinks frnster on his feet ready to jump in, Like
bi11. After yeaterday 1 think Bud nade an even bigger mistake not to accept the offer I
made through you severnl weeks agoeeolave a good tripe
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Editor, The Waahinéton Pogt=

if we genuinely belisve that justice should be tempered with
mercy and thatothose who have comxitted crimes against society should
do what they can to wido tho ham they have done, then Judge Sirice
ahould suspend whatever sentunoce he gives Jumes McGord.

Without McCord the same crimes would have been comdtted anyways

'But without his takiig Judge Sirica's plea to heart, without his
willingnesa to subjcct himself and hir famildy to such very public agony,
without what came accross as a very honest wquasion, and w;!.thout his

 telling everything he was asked about all the details and other partici-

pants, the country would be ruch worse off and the possibility of
‘reducing this kind of deep subversion would be much less 1likely.

Ho has done what he can to pay his debt to society. |

With a lifetime in jail ho could not atone or mitigate his crime
as much as he has already.

1 don't think anyone will evar have the opportup_ity %o persuade
others who have done wrong to do what they can to make it up to society
that Juige Sirica mow has.” |
Ve will all be the bensficiaries if he suspends HcCord's santencee

Harold Welsberg




