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Harold Teisbe rg
Hyusttstown, ld. 20734
August 25, 1966

#p, dax Lerner

The New York Iost
75 West Zte,

New York, N.Y. 10006

Ugar «r, Lerner,

Your letter of the 23rd. 1s reslly welcome, 1 hope when you read WHITEWASH you will
not be too tushed, for there is much that is not explicit. Should you desire any
further informetion, plesse ask me, .

Todey everyone has too much to do, tooc little time to think. lost writers assume

that solld eriticism of the work o the VWerren Comiission means the chief justice
personslly did the dirty worke. This does not follow, and a carsful resding of my

book will show thot while 1t 1s severely critiesl of the erros he made, 1t is not
8t all true thst he, personally, engineered the whitewash,

In the nesr future 1 hope to meke this much more explicit,.

Howeverp 1 am nlone in this position. It is & strenge irony that -HITEVASH, the first
(done mid-Februsry 1985 , first publirhed thet summer, and in g-neral distribution
wgy 9, 1966) and the strongest, is $till the most thorough ena exhaustive, and yet

is the one thst doesn't focus on Yar-en but se ks, ss integrity permitied, to show
how the thing grew snd worked. History wil:, I believs, show that while its most
thorough and rainstaking critic, I am also the closest thing the Comaission (mesning
its members) has to sn advocate. :

It sesms t0 hove eacsped attention that one book rewrites all the quoted testimony

to eliminat: the nsmes of the sasistent counsel, who really did the work while alwsys
Xeeping in the trenscripts the nesmes of the members, ususlly Warcen's, inother,
perhaps unwittingly, became the instrument for self-justification for one faction

of the Commission's steff.

Sometime, also, perhsps you will be interested in knowing how this subject so
suddenly became respectsble. It was not accidental, The msjor events beceme public
demoriel Day and July 23, There is now & TV special pending.

¥ou will find much in FHITEWiSH not in the other bOmR@ snd, + belleve, nothing of
inportsnce from the record { to which I restricted my5elf) that one with intimete
knowledgs of it could fslrly include that isn't. You ure welcame 1o use whaet of it m
you'd like. Except for the double=tick on 202-3, 1t 1s without restriction. That is
AP's. I mic for the one-time use.‘Perhaps the Post already has ite rracticslly none
of the illustrations hus been used in Yew Yorke Cen you imegine :ongressmen Ford
usinc the scissorss Or Senstor Ruseell splicéng the Zapruder f£ilm: Here (208) we
had to improvise. Lhia is « faithful reproduction of -ge 19 of Vojume 18, The first
printer broke his sgzreement, altered thils negative, destroyed the plates, atce Ve
ceught this just in time to insert the identification of Fresme 212 on the press, so
to sre ke *his, also, hos not been used, to bhe best of my knowledge by snyonc.

1f you are interested, when my sequel (plesse keep tuls in confidence) is done I'1l
let you now. ~t snd the requirements of an enture publishing estsblisiment ceuse
the hoste. ‘e have just gone back to press for the third 5,000 copies. The book is
8vallable to 31l bo kstore through the me jor wholesslers or by mail from us. tha
en“ire sddress is Hpattstown, ¥d., 20734, I hope you will went to write of my book snd
that 1tx will help for our bikls and deb%ts are astronomicsl, Sincerely,

Harold Jelsberg



MAX LERNER

WHITEHALL 4-9000

FOUNOED 1801

New York Post

75 WEST STREET « NEW YORK, N. Y. 10006

August 23, 1966

Mr, Harold Weisberg
Hyattstown, Maryland 20734

Dear Mr, Weisbherg:

Thank you for your letter of June 26,

I am planning to come back to the Warren Commission
for treatment in my column after my vacation, If
you will send me a copy of your book, I'll try to

deal with it along with several others on the same
theme,

Sincerely,

sl

Max Lerner

/adv



