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N
oted critic H

arold W
eisberg drives hom

e a point during a 
national sym

posium
 on the K

ing &
 K

ennedy assassinations 
held here in N

ovem
ber, 1976. 

a
. 

B
y G

eorge L
eopold 

R
ecently released F

ederal B
ureau 

of Investigation records dealing w
ith 

its investigation of the assassination 
of P

resident John F
. K

ennedy have 
been donated to U

W
SP

 by author- 
critic H

arold W
eisberg. 	

• 
A

n indefatigable opponent of the 
official investigation and author of 
six books on the JF

K
 assassination, 

'W
eisberg w

as aw
arded a free set of 

FB
I docum

ents by U
.S. D

istrict C
ourt 

Judge G
erhard G

esell on January 16. 
T

he decision stem
m

ed from
 one of 

o
v
er tw

o
 d

o
zen

 F
reed

o
m

 o
f 

In
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 A
ct su

its filed
 b

y
 

W
eisb

erg sin
ce M

ay, 1966 in
, 

an
 , 

attem
p

t to gain
 th

e release of th
e 

F
B

I's record
s on

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
m

urder. 
In this m

ost recent case,-  W
eisberg 

su
ccessfu

lly sou
gh

t rem
ission

 of 
copying costs on som

e 40,000 pages of 
d

ocu
m

en
ts argu

in
g th

at "
official 

stonew
alling" in the courts has left 

him
 indigent. 

W
eisberg's gift • to the university 

w
ill include nearly 100,000 pages of 

assassination docum
ents that have 

b
een

 relea
sed

 b
y

 th
e J

u
stice 

D
e
p

a
r
tm

e
n

t in
 Iw

o
 la

r
g

e
 

installm
ents. T

he first occurred on 
D

ecem
ber 7, 1977; the second just 

over tw
o w

eeks ago. 
W

hen they eventually arrive, the 
d

ocu
m

en
ts w

ill b
e p

laced
 in

 th
e 

u
n

iversity p
olitical assassin

ation
 

arch
ives w

h
ich

 w
as estab

lish
ed

 in
 

N
ovem

ber, 1976, during a national 
sym

posium
 on the assassinations of 

D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g. Jr. an
d

 
P

resident K
ennedy w

hich W
eisberg 

addressed. 
T

he establishm
ent of the archives 

on
 th

e S
teven

s P
oin

t cam
p

u
s w

ill 
allow

 assassination researchers such 
as U

W
SP

 professor D
avid W

rone to 
pursue the truth about the m

urder. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 h
e w

as su
ccessfu

l in
 

ob
tain

in
g th

e F
B

I d
ocu

m
en

ts, 
W

eisberg has been critical of the w
ay 

in w
hich the Justice D

epartm
ent has 

released them
 to the press. A

ccording 
to th

e critic, th
e cu

rren
t releases 

w
ere staged

 so th
at b

y th
eir m

ass 
alone, they becom

e a "new
 form

 of 
su

p
p

ression
."

 - 
B

ecause of-this volum
e and the high 

cost of copying—
the FB

I charges ten 
cents a page—

access is effectively 
denied. A

s a result, the "deadline-
beseiged press" is forced to report 
uncritically on the contents of each 
release. 

W
eisberg also noted. that despite 

th
e recen

t relea
ses o

f v
a
rio

u
s 

docum
ents, m

ost of the relevant F
B

I 
records are still suppressed by the 
Justice D

epartm
ent. 

In announcing his decision, Judge 
G

esell stated that no records w
ould 

be com
ing to light now

 w
ere it not for 

W
eisb

erg
's d

eca
d

e-lo
n

g
 co

u
rt 

stru
ggle u

n
d

er th
e F

reed
om

 of 
Inform

ation A
ct. It w

as this litigation 
that led to a congressional change in 
th

e law
 th

at cleared
 th

e w
ay for 

release of the FB
I files.  

- A
lo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

is m
o
st recen

t 
donation, W

eisberg also previously 
d

ep
osited

 in
 th

e arch
ives a large 

am
ount of m

aterial from
 his personal 

files on
 th

e K
in

g an
d

 K
en

n
ed

y 

assassinations. A
t that tim

e he also 
con

trib
u

ted
 ten

 file d
raw

ers of 
records on an A

m
erican pro-N

azi 
organ

ization
 active in

 th
e 1930's 

know
n as the "Silvershirts". 

R
egarding the W

eisberg donation, 
W

rone stated that "this w
ill serve as 

a basis for developing an outstanding 
research

 arch
ive for th

e stu
d

y of 
im

portant issues in m
id -20th century .. 

A
m

erica." 
 

C
h

a
n

c
e
llo

r
 L

e
e
 D

r
e
y
fu

s 
com

m
ented that the gift w

ould enable 
the university to "gain a distinction 
for -scholarship on this-issue." H

e 
added that the unique com

bination of f' 
- an

 'assassin
ation

 arch
ives an

d
 

`ProfeSsbr W
rone's scholarly-abilities .. 

w
ou

ld
- ;fu

rth
er • d

istin
gu

ish
 th

e 
'university,• 

an
d

 w
ou

ld
_ allow

 for 
"

serio
u

s stu
d

y
"

 o
f th

e J
F

K
 

assassination in the years to com
e. 


