Dear Sylvia (HR), &/ 20/12

Begin without aporchensions, for I will neither chide nor recriminabe. @ purposes
are exact;y the opjositc, as will becoms clear, Cthervise I'd not be fatin, this fiue.

Oddly, uiben 1 hac to spemk to Leser on iay watters, on which I have beun too deeply
and involuntarily involved, Dob Lmith xmmre sndswored and referved to wiat izpends as
“the day of reciouning", I told ldm I hope it is gomething diffvrinte

Today's iorgen story uey be only a beginuinge Sometldng like it was incvitable, as
Hii wili tell you was clear to me irom cbfors the beginidin@ge. I have pewn only the Post's
reqrite of wire copy. (I hau considered writing Deu Sradles a personal letter, not for
publication, but decided against it, feelin that the orobabilities are that long-range
interets are best gerved by eventa following the channel in el they not only are but
always have been,)

It is what can follow against widch 1 sugsust you try to steel yourself, Hu don't
know what will, I lmou uliat can, whether or got you have permitied yourself toe smong the
possibilities is the »sersonsl and professioncl ruwin of Lyri 1. 1% dopends on off ‘i...ia.l
imaginativeness, not willingness or ct.paba.l:. Eye ‘lﬂ.u wloo 1o ot new to me, as ggain R ea
tell youe I L have noi devoted uysclf to Vyril's salvation, I lawve Jdone things toward
that end, beginning bo '”gxg Lattim:;r saw the staff, Still again. Howard can tell you the
fact, not the substance, for he was here on one cccasion, includin: when I cot advance
knowledge of Latzimer.

fhere has uot been u time in years when we could control ovents. 4ll we coulw do uas
try To influencce thonme. Under clrcunstaonces no others were wil ing to consider and were
posaible, this coulu have been wioughe Those with the capabdlity wer- sclfiish and had other
aotives in addition, wnd I lmow of none who didn't atiribute thi. %o me instead., 4+t ic not
ag ungoanon workdng of the mind,

Huch of whav way now come may Lo influsnced by the play or lack of play the ilorgan
story oete. Latidmer 1 id an egge The Post story, if not as lony au the wire copy, =t
has tie potentially deuired efrfects Un 3his we'll have to scee 1t says tihet there was an
error in roporting the domuission .ddndt detect, but that despite it the conclusions are
correctes '

If L were ruudng this Urwellian production, and I precume you are hsppy L sm not,
that to you, at least, I an not yet scme idnu of agent, what would follow ~ould be a
proper pontification by Fisher, wdtl: the fondest recollections of that brilliant but so
stray~wille: student who emerged a briliiaut pathologist civept when ds cmptions and
preconccptions ware iuvolved, evcectcectceind a thoughtful understand of how people can
be driven to parehoid extreme by decent concerne ‘o single herbkh word but a total destruction.

The other imuediate and future options shoulw be obvious to you now, if they were not
in the paste Can you inagine if Mdisher wure at the same time to present a few t sclections
from Long Johm, asg long ago L warned i was » robable¥ Or if another does it, like, pure
haps Bromley (don't wnderestimate hin-I Mmew him in the 30s when he r= zpregented the
pinkertons), srcaks as a lawyer, lecving pleaty of heavy artillery in rescrves. fisher and
horgan can afterward, for another example, hove a joint press confercnces

Two things only coulu have prevented soume form of what we now face because officicldon
had decided upon it aud we werc otherwise powerless to prevent ite une I oroposed to Cyril
about two years age and he never recpondeds Were I to mention the other, as I have with
smotion in the past and been wisunderstood, I'd agsin be misunderstoods -m& one thing
caly could have dimiwdched it or left us with a reserve bosides me., I don't consider myraclf
much of & reserve. that required unscliishness of which the self-seelding and selfish uere
incapable, so now we don't have that and I can't think of any way we cane Wichols is nexte
«hat cail one expect? snd if you'd like 2 sample of what can be done to :na with that
arrozance, 1'll provide ite

S0, wy purpose is to alert you to the pusontial you sppear not to have seen, for i
you have & chance to thing about it you may be able to reduce its personal impact. Lhere is
novw no resson for the heaping of ¢ither ashes or coalge lothins can be gained by self- flagel-
lations Lot u hwope th: occasion dovan't come, but ir it does the last thing that can do any
goed is soww:liong lile this. Une of $hoe next poauihlu haz, g is hastinesseopilt iuilk is for
cats. lours is gone. dg please have nothing to do with ite 1% can now do no sood and there is
every reason to try ITor it to do no horm, Sincervely,



