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3/3/89
Near Taul snd Gary,

My resolve tc get more rest has been less 2asy since the not unexpected
decision became 8 rzelity. + find sleeping, rather returning to sleep once I
awaken, more difficult (the sleep is first cuality, what there is of it). %o,
egsin + get = very eerly start. before returaing to the vhysicel sssembling of
the appendices of the books L have recently published, I want to note what
cccured to me in bad lest night, ir confidence, so the unusuel but, alas, charscter-
istic switeh will not only be within regsll but becsuse I think you will both
relish it.

The first indication of how completely selfish Gerrison is csme in eerly

“ovember 1967. He had prcmised to hold s press-conferemce for the introduction of
0SWAID IN NEY ORLEANS eand I went there for that nurpose =nd tec see in whet other
ways 1 coula help nim. Alsn, to bring him up to dete on the work 4 had done. In thst
time between our first visit and this one, I had written snd published P¥W gnd writ-
ten POST MORTEM, plus a few other things. Well, he didn't hold the press conference.
He reserved that for the Burner rehashing of the book, without st tribution, much
later. &s & consecuence, While + made locel radic and TV, the pepers ignored bt
end the book rem=ined largely unknown in the city about whiéh it was written and

in which it had no distribution. During one of our meetings, 1 outlined te him
what I had in FM end expressed the opinicn it was not only velugble backdtopping

Tor him and his cese but, with public knowledge of the facts, could edvance us
ell very much, I ssked if there wss any wey in which he thousht he couli help. I
did not ask him for money. His reesponse wes that he hed enough trouble, including
financial troubles, of his own.

Here 1 digress, to mske other notzs snd give yéu other things that may
relate to our reletions. On thst occesion, his boys seemed tc have word or fear
that a "hit" might be attmepted on me, so they checked me into 2 room with a
connection to another, either Lynn“pisel or I beins "Anthony Dunn", the other
neme I do not nww reesll. It was on this trip that I began to learn the msny
thinks I regar? ss importent, snd I turned them sll over, holdins nothine back.

Those were long days, long nizhts, work, nothing else. I have yet to zo sizhtseeing

in New Orleasns. As 1 now recsll the sequence of events, he failed to hail Pena
before the zresnd jury to teetify to the FBI participation in the “uban meetings,
with Ferrie, why, to thie dasy, I do not understend. fena then turned off. However,
when his lawyer \also s traffie-court judge) pulled an FBI doszier out of his desk
one dey snd told Ursstes he was keeping back comrany, Fens got indignant, invited
me down, and promised he would give me sncther book. “ot, perheps, entirely in

the way he intended, but pertly in thet way and in others he wes ssgood ss his
word. Garrison and/or his neeple snd what they did turned him off again. One of
the thinge he resented wes “erk trying to take him over. “& threw Merk out (but

in an effort to heve & local source for Jim, even knowing this and the relstionship
between “ark snd Gary Senders, I took Gary to him esnd put my stemp of svprovel on
the incompetent, who theresfter did nothing excevnt, perhsps, help turn 0 off. Well,
ore night 0 and I were together - =zn? he was very kind to me then, even chsuffeur-
ing me around in his purple ®adillse - when Jim cslled end then joined up. 0, very
politely, for he is himself a cocksman, casutioned Jim sbout one of his girks. "3
telk much", O seid, and his knowing it wes enough proof. Somehow, from thet mem-
ent, though there seems tc te no connection, Jim became steedily moré distant.

On that “ovember trip 1l gasve Peul the asppendix to © in NO, somehow
stayed to Dusy or zorgot to give him the ms. of Fd, offered both to llagzie in
LA, but she copied neither, sc far as + k- ow. About wsrch John Nichols was st a
scientific meeting at 7elter Reed snz I zpent 8 lones evsning with him. I tonk all
the sppendix to PM and showed it to him, including what L had gotten sfter the

book was written but not vet (or since) sdded to it end the ms, for him t teke n
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He whiztled and flipred. After he read the ms, hs asked 11 he ecouls keev it long
enough %o reed again, and he did. Except for him, st thet time, the onl&mpeople‘
who had seen eny 6f the contents mey heve been Yinee snd Sylvis, to boath of whom
I communicated some of the content (by = -emaskrable cofincidence, the two nr three
things Thompson hes that L had net by then published ere smong these).

When, in December, things seemed to have straightened out snd the trisl
was imminent end they =sked me for meterial, I started copying liks hell for them,
wearing out my copier and taking an enormcus smount of time. I couldn't zet to
copying PM and the arpendix, so I took it along. They copied it. I gave Oser
and ilford, the lawyers on that pert of the case, personal copies nd explanations,
and 2 personsl copy for “ouis, not for the affice but for him to heve, for he
bhed no connection with thst part of the work. I hed already srrenged for Techt
end Nichols to be their expert witnessses, hed arrenged for Wecht te go there early
and meet them (I wes to have met him &t the airport but hag to stey for the
“eshington proceedinz tnet very day).

Well, the rest you know. The one ma jor thing thet sesms to heve come
to light in N.0., the one me jor contribution to xnowledge of eny kind mede with
that enormous expenditurg of time, money snd media Space, seems to be part of
the content of the book “im would not lift e finger to nelp. In fact, he didn't
even a2sk to read it, I em sure you recognize the bssis of the Finek eross-
examiration, I k84 called this meterisl to Moo's sttention before the -nd of

the csese in chief, when it lo~ked like they were ending it shesd of schedule,
telling him it would be = ma jor thing ig court.

Perhape Nichols wes thers and helped, for Oser's crogs-examination,
especially when yu consider his limiteticns and hendiceps, was really excellent.
But cen you i.sgine whet we really could heve gotten from finck if someone Wo
really knew the meterial na: been at Oser's elbow?

Before the =nd of the trial, 1 mede a few efforts by mail to piek up
some of the very promising msterial with which they did nothing. I doubt ir by
this means, especislly now, whet holy weter I can com and can neutralize the
vampires, tut I try. It msy te thet some will be motiveted and will come accross,
fhet connects fairly directly to Shaw or people close %o him iz whnet idterests
me most. I am satisfied he should heve been found "not guilty", but I am by no
mesns certain he is innocent. Orestes never did tell me =vervthing, One o? the
things he wented me to estoblicsh on my own wes Shaw st his place. “e gave me the
names of pecple who could do it. Jim ai: nothing with it. In fact, he sven intro-
duce me to e peir of them. Ferrie slso used his plece, even taking his boys there,
in violation of licuor regulstions. Cne of the barmaids told me Martens tried to
hold her up once. I think 0 hed more on tue “uban end he did not %ell me. When I
cen, there esre other things in the same direction I will alse st empt. Ampolask
(I sent.you the memos) is one. 1 think that meens something. I will send you both
copies whenl do, If you ever get & glimpse of snything thatm might relate, please
le me have it, for I'll probably do tuet on impulse. How 1 must zet tack to work
on the app. Gery, I may use your originels on the P stuff end, if the copies I
£87Ve you nre not adequate, will replsce them from the Archives. I went to hsve ell
those documents avsilsble for use in 0°UP, in the event we cen set it published for
wider distribution. e must meke some of the materisl availsble about these fascists
Soc thet they will be known, including to those they =ttempt to tap for funds., It now
looks lik%e if I do it will be lerger in size and cost thet Ppw.

Hurriedly,



