Ne»w-‘N'i Spy Suspect

Arresfed in NeW York
EPIeads gyjliy Quickly

Consﬁting Engineer

Aided Lehmitz Collect

Information for Germans
(Photos on Page 2-X.)

BF the Associated Press,

3
WY YOREplune 20571,
Iy de. > a4 COTMUIting

'rested by the FBI on charges of
| collaborating in espionage work
| for the German high command,
‘pleadéd guilty when arraigned
today before a TUnited States
commissioner.

He calmly entered his plea after
being informed of his rights. Then
Commissioner Martin C. Epstein or-
dered him held for action by a Fed-
eral grand juty and fixed bail at|

working in sending vital informa-.
"tion to the Nazis, entered a similar
plea of guilty yesterday when ar-
raigned before the commissioner.
Makes Full Confession. !
“This prisoner,” said Acting Unit- |
ed States Attorney T. Vincent Quinn
at the arraignment today, “has made
a complete confession  concerning
his activities. He said he got into
this work hecause he needed money,
and that he realized the conse-
quences if he were caught.” . !
Like Lehmitz, De Spretter was |
calm- and self-possessed during the;
proceedings. : '
The 53-year-old prisoner spokfz

with a trace of- a forelgn accent.
He affected a small, neatly trimmed
goatee, wore shell-rimmed eyeglasses
and was expensively dressed. He is
short of stature and most bald.
The arraignment came a short
time after E. E. Conroy, chief of

the FBI New York office, announced |

the arrest of the engineer. .
De Spretter, a consulting engineer
for national defense plants who was
educated at the University of Hei-
delberg, furnished ILehmitz with

|

bechnieal-information and other data |

concerning national defense, with
‘the intention of having Lehmitz
forward it to Germany, Mr. Conroy
said. - .

: Fed Tips to Lehmitz.

De Spretter met with Lehmitz on
a number ‘of occasions, Mr. Conroy
related, and gave his observations
on shipping in the New York Har-
bor, _-, :

© Mr. Conroy said De Spretter ad-
mittedyhe haa obtained most of his

‘informationin a manner similar to

that used by Lehmitz—watching the
New York Harbor and activities on
the Staten Island water front. Both
men. lived on the island.

De Spretter furnished Lehmitz on

| one oceasion with a copy of a con-

fidential book published by an air-
craft manufacturing company which

contained detailed specifications of |

its ‘planes as well as photographic
drawings, Mr. Conroy said. For
this, De Spretter received $100 from
Lehmitz, he added,

Unlike Lehmitz, De Spretier was
not a citizen of the United Stateés,
the FBI chief said. He was horn
in Montevideo, Uruguay, of, a Ger-
man fathér and Spanish mother,
After a German education he was
drafted in the German Army dur-
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ing the first World War. He came ;

to the United States in 1923, but
never took out more than his first
papers.
Advised War Contractors,
The 'prisoner, Mr. Conroy said,

was president of the Aetna Heat
Treating & Brazing Corp—znd h1!s
SPECTATEy—Was the Sxamhation of
specifications and furnishing tech-

nical advice on heat radiatiort and
allied technical matters,

He was consulted by numerous
companies which held national de-
fense contracts, Mr. Conroy said,
and that, combined with his special-
ized knowledge, put him in the posi-
| tion to furnish Lehmitz with a vol-
‘ume of information of great value
to the enemy.

Was Air Rail Warden.

Lehmitz is an inconspicuous, mid-
dle-aged man, who was a zealous
air raid warden and whose neigh-
bors considered him a model citizen,
He is German-born but a TUnited
States citizen for 19 years. 'The
FBI charged Lehmitz had supplied
the German war machine with in-
formation on troop movements, ship-
ments of men and war material,
convoy sailings and shipbuilding,
all collected near his Staten Island
home, strategically located near a
| waterfront teeming with battle
preparations,

Charged under the Wartime Es-
pionage Act, Lehmitz did not hesi-
tate -when arraigned for pleading
before United States Commissioner
Martin C. Epstein, but said “guilty”
without showing any emotion. Bail
was set al $50,000.

Important Arrest.

United States Attoreny Harold M.
Kennedy called Lehmitz's arrest
-“one of the most important arrests
made in an espionage case in this
country.” :

The arraignment before a com-
missioner is preliminary to grand
jury consideration of the -case,
Lehmitz and De Spretter will be
prosecuted under the Wartime Es-
pionage Act, which provides a sen-
tence, upon conviction, of death- or
30 years’ imprisonment. 3

Lehmitz’s neighbors expressed as-
tonishment at the espionage charges
against the quiet, tall man whose
Victory garden was the neatest in
the area and who rented rooms to
sailors, merchant marine men and
Army officers,

But Mr. Conroy, agent in charge
of the FBI, said that Lehmitz was
a German-trained spy whose meth-

ods of collecting and passing along’

information included fraternizing

with and working among men in
water-front restaurants and bars
and the use of invisible ink to get
the information out of the country.

From stray bits of information ob-
tained from drunken or careless
lips and from watching the ships
sailing in and out of New York
Harbor, Mr. Conroy said, Lehmitz
was able to piece together informa-
tion concerning activities at New
York, Norfolk and Newport News,
Va. ;

Reported Transport Sailings.

Most of the information was writ-
ten in invisible i'nk between type-
written lines of rather dull-appear-
ing letters to friends in mneutral
countries such as Spain, Switzerland
and Portugal. From there the in-
formation went into the feeder
which supplied the Axis with Allied
information, )

Detfails concerning the construc-
tion and repair of ships at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, the loading of
freighters at Norfolk and Newport
News, Va., and the type:and num-
ber of guns and tanks being car-
ried in a convoy were included in
the leters, the FBI agenf added.

Typical of his activities, Mr. Con-
roy said, was one secret message
reporting that transports were leayv- |
ing with thousands of our troops,
some destined for Australia and
others for England and Africa. The
report included the number of ships

An certain convoys, their destination

and a description of their cargoes,
Mr. Conroy said. !

The same message reported that’
an aircraft factory working at full
capacity, 24 hours daily, produced
three planes a day, he said. ;

Lehmitz also furnished informa-
tion gained through his work as
an air-raid warden, Mr. Conroy
noted, in pointing out that one mes-
sage carried information concerning
air-raid precautions, shelters and
domestic preparations against bomb-
ing.

“Indescribable confusion” was the |
way Lehmitz described air-raid pre-!
cautions here, Mr. Conroy said. {

Timed Invasion Landing.

Lehmitz's printed messages he-
tween the lines of typewriting con-
tained much information concern-
ing Allied invasion plans, Mr. Con-
roy said, adding that in one letter
he wrote, “Place and time of the
intended landing attempt not pos-~
sible to confirm, whether the con-
tinent of Europe, from Great Britain
or Spanish and Portuguese islands.”

In the typewritten letters whose
lines hid the secret writing, Mr.
Conroy said he wrcte on such Amer-
ican subjects as Vietory gardens,
Washington's Birthday and straw-
berries and cream,




