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hursday, Jan. 6, 1966 

`C
onfessions' Stall M

cL
eod T

rial 
B

y
 L

eslie C
h

eek
 

W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost S

taff W
riter 

T
h

e A
rlin

g
to

n
 m

u
rd

er trial 
o
f jailh

o
u

se p
o

et F
erg

u
s N

eil 
M

acL
eo

d
 recessed

 an
 h

o
u
r 

ah
ead

 o
f sch

ed
u
le y

esterd
ay

 
to

 allo
w

 C
ircu

it C
o

u
rt Ju

d
g

e 
W

illiam
 D

. M
ed

ley
 to

 d
ecid

e 
o

n
 th

e ad
m

issib
ility

 o
f tw

o
 

confessions M
acL

eod alleged- 
ly

 m
ad

e after h
is arrest, an

d
 

o
f e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 o

b
ta

in
e
d
 fro

m
 

them
. 

B
e
fo

re
 d

ism
issin

g
 th

e
m

, 
Ju

d
g
e
 M

e
d
le

y
 w

a
rn

e
d
 th

e
 

ju
ro

rs ag
ain

st read
in

g
 n

ew
s 

acco
u
n
ts o

f th
e trial. 

M
a
c
L

e
o

d
, 4

8
, is c

h
a
rg

e
d

 
w

ith the fatal shooting of C
arol 

S
p
en

cer, 5
6
, an

 atten
d
an

t at 
th

e S
u

b
u

rb
an

 A
n

im
al H

o
sp

i-
tal, 6879 L

ee hw
y., A

rlington, 
th

e n
ig

h
t o

f A
u
g
. 1

7
, 1

9
6
4
. 

A
ctin

g
 at h

is o
w

n
 atto

rn
ey

, 
th

e slim
, g

ray
in

g
 M

acL
eo

d
 

h
as p

lead
ed

 in
n

o
cen

t to
 th

e 
ch

arg
e b

y
 reaso

n
 o

f self-d
e- 

fe
n
se

, a
n
d
 w

h
a
t h

e
 c

a
lle

d
 

"ab
so

lu
te n

ecessity
," in

 h
is 

o
p

en
in

g
 statem

en
t to

 th
e ju

ry
 

T
uesday. 

F
in

g
erp

rin
ts P

ro
tested

 

T
h

e issu
e o

f M
acL

eo
d

's al-
leg

ed
 co

n
fessio

n
 aro

se y
ester-

d
ay

 as F
B

I fin
g
erp

rin
t ex

am
-

in
er G

eo
rg

e J. B
o

n
eb

rak
e w

as 
ab

o
u
t to

 lin
k
 a p

air o
f fin

g
er-

p
rin

ts fo
u

n
d

 a
t th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r 

sc
e
n

e
 to

 fin
g
e
rp

rin
ts ta

k
e
n
 

fro
m

 M
acL

eo
d

 after h
is in

-
d

ic
tm

e
n

t a
n

d
 a

rre
st th

re
e
 

m
o

n
th

s after th
e sh

o
o

tin
g

. 
R

ich
ard

 C
. S

h
ad

y
ac, o

n
e o

f 
M

acL
eo

d
's co

u
rt - ap

p
o
in

ted
 

"ad
v
iso

ry
" atto

rn
ey

s, in
ter-

ru
p
ted

 B
o
n
eb

rak
e an

d
 ask

ed
 

Ju
d

g
e M

ed
ley

 to
 ex

cu
se th

e 
ju

ry
. C

itin
g

 a 1
9

6
5

 ru
lin

g
 b

y
 

th
e V

irg
in

ia S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt 

o
f A

p
p
eals, h

e said
: 

"T
h

ese fin
g

erp
rin

ts are in
- 

ad
m

issib
le b

ecau
se th

ey
 w

ere 
tak

en
 fro

m
 th

is d
efen

d
an

t aft-
er h

is in
d

ictm
en

t, ag
ain

st h
is 

w
ill an

d
 w

ith
o
u
t th

e ad
v
ice 

an
d

 p
resen

ce o
f co

u
n

sel." 
Judge M

edley observed that 
th

e ru
lin

g
' d

ealt w
ith

 co
n

fes-
sio

n
s, n

o
t fin

g
erp

rin
ts, an

d
 

ask
ed

, "H
o

w
 d

o
 y

o
u

 fin
g

er-
p
rin

t h
im

 b
efo

re (h
is in

d
ict-

m
e
n

t) if y
o

u
 h

a
v

e
n

't fo
u

n
d

 
h

im
?" M

acL
eo

d
 w

as arrested
 

a m
o

n
th

 after h
is in

d
ictm

en
t 

in
 ab

sen
tia. 

Ju
d

g
e
 M

e
d

le
y

 o
v

e
rru

le
d

 
S

h
a
d

y
a
c
's o

b
je

c
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 

fin
g
erp

rin
ts b

u
t w

arn
ed

 p
ro

s-
ecu

to
r R

u
ssell K

in
g

 th
at "if 

y
o

u
're p

lan
n

in
g

 to
 in

tro
d

u
ce 

h
is 

co
n

fessio
n

s, y
o

u
'd

 b
etter 

read
 th

is case." 
"W

e w
ill sh

o
w

 th
e co

u
rt," 

K
in

g
 rep

lied
, "th

at w
h

en
 th

is 
m

an w
as arrested in N

ew
 Y

ork  

b
y
 th

ree F
B

I ag
en

ts, h
e w

as 
clearly

 an
d
 d

istin
ctly

 ad
v
ised

 
o
f h

is . . . rig
h
t to

 co
u
n
sel. 

"B
u

t h
e rep

eated
ly

 said
, 'I 

realize th
is, b

u
t I d

o
n
't w

an
t 

a law
y
er, an

d
 w

h
en

 th
is case 

co
m

es to
 trial, I w

o
n

't h
av

e a 
law

y
er.' T

h
e d

efen
d

an
t h

as 
co

n
sisten

tly
 w

aiv
ed

 th
e rig

h
t 

to
 co

u
n

sel (an
d

) m
ad

e th
e ad

- 
issio

n
s w

ith
o

u
t b

ein
g

 ask
ed

. 

"H
e
's n

e
v
e
r w

a
iv

e
d
 h

 i s 
rr h

t to
 co

u
n

sel," S
h

ad
y

ac re-
to

 ted
. "O

n
ce h

e's in
 th

e ac-
e ato

ry
 (as o

p
p

o
sed

 to
 in

v
est 

ig
 to

ry
) stag

e, h
e h

as an
 ab

so
-

lu
 e rig

h
t to

 co
u

n
sel." 

"I g
a
th

e
r," Ju

d
g

e
 M

e
d

le
y

 
said

, "th
at . . . a co

n
fessio

n
 

m
ad

e b
y
 a p

erso
n
 after in

d
ict-

m
en

t is in
ad

m
issib

le w
ith

o
u
t 

th
e p

resen
ce o

f co
u
n
sel. 

"Is th
ere an

y
 d

iferen
ce,"

 h
e  ask

ed
, "b

etw
een

 ad
m

ittin
g
 a 

statem
en

t m
ad

e u
n
d
er th

ese 
circu

m
stan

ces an
d

 ad
m

ittin
g

 
ev

id
en

ce o
b

tain
ed

 (fro
m

 it)? 
"W

h
a
t a

b
o
u
t th

e
 g

u
n
?
 I 

h
av

en
't read

 an
y
th

in
g
, b

u
t I 

assu
m

e h
e (M

acL
eo

d
) to

ld
 

th
em

 (th
e F

B
I) w

h
ere 'to

 fin
d
 

it." P
o

lice h
av

e said
 p

u
b

licly
 

th
at th

e w
eap

o
n
 id

en
tified

 as 
th

e o
n

e u
sed

 in
 th

e slay
in

g
 

w
as found in a vacant lot near 

th
e an

im
al h

o
sp

ital ex
actly

 
w

h
ere M

acL
eo

d
 to

ld
 th

e F
B

I 
it w

as. 
p
re

 ta
k
e
 th

e
 p

o
s
itio

n
, 

k
n
w

n
 a

s th
e
 fru

its o
f th

e
 

p
 so

n
ed

 tree d
o
ctrin

e," S
h
ad

- 
y yrep

lied
, "th

at an
y

 ev
id

en
ce 

g
th

e
re

d
 a

s a
 re

su
lt o

f th
e
 

c n
fessio

n
 is in

ad
m

issib
le." 

A
fte

r fu
rth

e
r a

rg
u
m

e
n
t, 

Ju
d
g
e M

ed
ley

 recalled
 th

e 
ju

ry
, to

ld
 th

e
m

 h
e
 n

e
e
d
e
d
 

tim
e for research, and recessed 

the trial until 10 a.m
. today. 

E
arlier in

 th
e trial's seco

n
d
 

day, A
rlington M

edical E
xam

-
in

er Jo
h
n
 H

. Ju
d
so

n
 testified

 
that S

pencer died of "m
ultiple , 

g
u

n
sh

o
t w

o
u

n
d

s" in
flicted

 b
y

 
four .38-caliber slugs fired in-
to him

. 
P

o
lice P

v
t. O

v
aries T

ay
lo

r 
said

 h
e h

ad
 lifted

 th
e tw

o
 fin

-
g

erp
rin

ts later u
sed

 fo
r co

m
-

parison by the F
B

I from
 a pair 

o
f ey

eg
lasses fo

u
n
d
 at S

p
en

-
cer's feet after th

e sh
o

o
tin

g
. 

"C
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
 d

e
sc

rib
e
 th

e
 

g
lasses?" M

acL
eo

d
 ask

ed
 th

e 
policem

an. 
"T

h
ey

 w
ere v

ery
 sim

ilar to
 

the ones you have on," T
aylor 

replied. 


