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Disclosure ofj Seourily Dafa
Feared by Gaoverpiment in
Trial of 15 Radicals

By AGIS SALFUKAS i
soecia} to Tha New York Tines s
DETROIT, Oct. 15—The Gov-
ernment  deecided {s diep &
majer case against 13 Weather-|
men radicals here rather than
undergo @ searching court hear-|
ing on how it hail obtained us|
evidence, |

Fedoral District Judae Damon
1 Keito, who hsd issued &l
sweeping order last Jung 5 ior
the Government 0 disclose
whether it had used hurgleries,
sahotage, elecironic  surveil
lanee, sobnis pravosaieuss or
othier “espionage toohiniuies™
against the Weathetinen, giant-
ed today the Government's
motion to dismiss.

The dismissal was another in
‘a series of cases preparsd by
Guy L. Goodwin, chiei of the
"litinalion section of the Iriemal
'Security Division in the Jusiice
Deparlment, that D
dismissed or lost hy the Govern-
ment.

" Mr. Goodwin, a roving nroaes
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cutor, has directed grand iury
investigations agains. radicals
across the country, He bri .aht
indictments in the recent rlor-
ida case involving the Vieinam
Vetefans Against the War, in
which the verdict was not
guilty, and in several Weather-
men CRses.

The lawyers for the 15 radi-
cals said today that the Govern-
ment has dropped the case he-
cause a wide-ranging hearing
would have disclosed

mai
searches 2nd wireraps to abtain
evidence, |

Gerald -B. Lefeourt, onz of
the defense lawyers, saird in a
news conference that the hear-
ing would have shown that a
1970 plan drawn up by the
Nizon Administration for do<
muestic  intalligence - aathering

iflegal
acts such as burglary,

Fresident  Nixon said
that the proposal, which was

nas

disclnsed in the Waterzate hear-
ing, “rever went into efiectl”
The main elements of the in-
telligence plan were brezking
and entering, mail covers,
which included opening niail
and Photpatating it, and in-
~creasad domestic wiretapping.
U. 5. Artorney's Mation
B. Guy Jr, tni

-t
Stares Attarney for the E:
Districr of dhwnigan. is prasent-
ing the Government's motion.|
said that in an effort to carry|
out Jutlze Keith's order swaorn
statements pad beep onianed|
fram the Wirte House, the Cen-
tral Intelliwence Agency, the
Federai Bureau of Investiga-
tian, National Security Ageney,!
tihe Department of the Treas-
ury, the Department of De-j
fense, the Secret Servies and|
the Intelligerce  Evaluation’
Commities of the Justice De-
partment that nome of the
aaencies had engaged in any
illegal conduct in the case,

Mr. Guy said, however, that

Ralph

the Governmen:t bad chosen
tn dismiss the casg hecavse
it would have had to

handle “foreign intelligence in-
farmation deemed essential to
the security of the LUniied
States.”

The motion said that Judge
Keitnh's arder “permits in-
quiries which may lead to
disclosure of this vital national
secority information.”

The case arose out of the
indictment in December. 1870,
of 15 Weathermen accused of
plotting a campaign of bombirg
and terrorism during a meeting
at Flint, Mich,, in December,
1969.

Status of Defendants

Two of the defendants, Rob-
art Burlingham. now an editor
of Ramparts magazine, and
Russel Neufeld, whp oublishes
a prisoners’ newsletter in New
York, turned themsleves in at
the time of the indictment.

TUraeg DUNsed 1 wis fal, 1wo,
others, Dianne Donghi, a veteri-
nary nurse and Linda Evans,

who lives on a farm in the
Southwest, were caplured al-
most three years ago.

The  other 10,  which
inciuded such prominent
Weathermen leaders as® MMark
Rudd, Bernadine Dahrn and
wWilliam:  Avers, went under-
ground, made it more dilfiouit

for them to travel and that

shorlly Lhereafter the level of
terrovism and bombings had
gone down.

Mr, Lefenurt called the case
a “‘malicious - pioscoulion, an
ahuse aof the Bill of Righis
from one end 1o annthar to
punish the defendants™ without
the aim of ever bringing them
to trial. Mr. Guy dispuied this,
saving that “we had a good
case.”

At the news confersnce five
of the defendants who did not
go underground sazid that the
long litigation over three and
one -hali vears had disrupted
<heir lives, hut that tit had also
made them and. in some cases,
their parents more AWare of
the abuse of Government
power.
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