This i 5 o menoire of a fine man who bec. mo 9 friend an# who made my publication of
wy first book poscibla, lle died yesterday, the day DK urged an autobiograpliy on me.
So, Dii and others gone of whom lmow som: o this, this Fragment, with a féw digressions
aLout’ those arly days, to la2ave o rccordmf his indispensible help, of what it 1 ed
to and of how it Bave to nass. &MWL'{ """ﬁ‘ Pﬁwﬁ-;“»
Ear/ier I recor%d a bit more about Sam de and low, on his own, he launched me on Hew
Tork radio and TV that made a success of thnt first book and bombed Epstein's into
oremature paperbaclk.
Save for my fime USS days friends, all were complete strangers to me,
@s8 0SS wos not at all as that slurring ignoramus larr; Livingstone siys, as usual from
the profundity of his immor-nece.
Sut that also is true of all else he said about me as in small relevant part is in this
hasty memoire of a fine, princpled, generous und caring mane
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OBITUARIES

Hubert Leckie, 809 Dies;
Was Graphic Designer

Hubert Leckie, 80, a graphic de-
signer and adjunct professor at
American University and the Corco-
ran School of Art, died Nov. 3 at the
Bethesda Rehabilitation and Nursing
Center of complications related toa
stroke.

Mr. Leckie, a resident of Wash-
ington, was born in Saskatchewan
and raised in. Chicago. He studied
architecture in Chicago at Crane Jun-
ior College, served an apprenticeship
and studied at the New Bauhaus,
where he later became an instructor
of letter forms. In 1945, he came to
Washington as a Navy serviceman
assigned to the Overall Logistics
Plans Committee. '

After his discharge from the Navy,
he was art director with M. Belmont
Ver Standig Advertising Agency
here. Later, he worked for a design
studio, Presentation Inc. In 1952, he
opened his own business as an inde-
pendent graphic designer. Among his
clients were the Washington Nation-
al Cathedral, the Phillips Collection,
Smithsonian 'Press and the Corcoran

Gallery of Art. He also had done
work for such community groups as
the Jones-Haywood School of Ballet
and the D.C. Statehood Party. His
design work won prizes from various
local and national organizations.

His courses at American Univer-
sity and the Corcoran School includ-
ed graphic design, typography and
the history of graphic design.

Mr. Leckie was a past president of
the Washington chapter of the Amer-
ican Institute of Graphic Arts, a
founding member of the Art Direc-
tors Club of Metropolitan Washing-
ton and a member of the Internation-
al Typographical Asseciation. He
also was a violinist and played in var-,
ious atrmg ‘quartets throughout his
adult life. "

Survivors include his wife of 53
years, Mary Leckie of Washington;
two daughters, Christina Leckie of
Alexandna and Barbara Leckie of
Washington; a sister, Olive Balow of
Northbrook, Iil.; a brother, Walter
Leckie of Arlington Heights, IlL.; and
two grandchildren. :



Hubert Leciﬁe, ons ol those whe made whalt I'v  done possible ﬂ1/6/935

By coincidence, on the lact day ol o week on which I've had three pcople press an
antobiography on me, last night by an %hio history teacher, the lead obit in today's
Uashing Best is iﬁubie's. '.Iithout Hubie's friendship and ascistance I doubt I'd have been
able to publish Whitewash -

T In the late Spring or early summer of 1965 tllewﬁiam several m:td::.cgé:,—m that
(,\bool; micht be pixja‘hed in Vponce, While L no lomger recall the specifics the French
cultural attache was wonderful, cveh prowiding me with free counsel in Hew York, the
embagasy's lavyer.

By then it was apparent “hat vir’c'ually the entire publishing industry was actually
afraid to publisl;}i:he Tirst bool: on the Warren Hepor‘t. Iﬂ/ the end, before I published it
myself, I had over 100 rejections internationally, without a single adverse editorial
coum:nte

Whether or not on that ﬂ@.r}{er's advice I decided to publish a li4ited edition of it
to progct it and my righis 111 it and to conthnue striving for normal, commercial publi-
cations Only I hadn't tne ]r:_é,htee‘t “é,l/pa how to do that. I did, howsver, have friemis

from gy 0SS days I thoug_jht(c sunsel advn.-’ne ne,

iy first 085 assigmed was in the %?wiiof catchall Presentation :ﬁra.nch. It had two
parts. I was in the writing half and the artists had the other half. The best inown of
those artist was Biro Saarinen, the architect and furniture desigper./tzy favorite, the

ong I Tound warmest as a person, was the Austrian ﬁé@g refugee, Hénry Koerner. &fter
the war Honry enjoyed soume success in Hew York, He then-did, among other things, covers
“or TIIE magzazine, The chiefl o.f that section was named lickaughlin. After the war he and
som: of tlie others started a comwerical chop that included desigms, Presentation, Inc.
Yhen we farmed some of them ere customers. So, I went to Hac (Lﬁglin) for alvice. He
sent me to Ufvie, then in the Dupont Circle Building.

I digress Tor a story about how anti-Semitism madé a great success of my @;riend
and former neighbor who then either still ouned the Dupont Citcle Byilding or had only
recently sold ite

Ity fivet apartment in Washingtoni when + worlked for thé Scnate, was in the heart
of a black almest slum noor the Sv_.“"rgate Afiice Yuiliing. It was at 3135 H St., W, an easyxy
uall_ alze f'rom the Government Printing Uffice where L was often late at night and in the
wes hours. It uas only a four-blo¥k uialk. The apartmu,nt vas made when the gwner of one of
the hock shops in that block, Charlie Weispiteim, rebuilt the upper stories of two adjoin-—

ing store-front properties he owns Charlic and his wife were wonderful to Lil and me
whet we married, to me first, They had their first furniture in storage somewhere in
those buildings and they let me/us have chests of @rawers fthat we still have and use for

astorame for 10 each. Donny Weitzman had the other hoclc shop. ﬁ'(e, his wife, Lil and I



A pEa W L
a Pennsylvenia Railroad office job because of anti-Semitism there. He somehow 'managed

became friends. Danny was not much older than I if at all clder.ﬁgf Adl bei%’fired from
to prosper and, bright and daring, he begame an entrepreneur. The Dupont Circle ﬁuilding
wog only one of hiulpropertieﬁ. He also was ou¥ customer when we farmed. He thEn-lived
in a fine section of upper novthwest just above Walter Reed Hospitale Danny was a poli-
{ically liberal caPitalist . The %Lt time I saw lhim was when he had a magnificent upper-—
{loor, perhaps pehhouse, on Sukton Place, with a great view od the East River,

I told “ubie what ﬁac had sent me to him for and he called in his associate from
a connecting o.fice, Suﬁmie Abbott, another commercial artist of Arabic extraction,
originally from a successful ITthica, g?w Tork familye

The obit zgfers to gubie's assis&%amﬁrm:those who seek statehood for the District.
Saumie was o leader in thate The probubility is that Washington would not have its Metro
system of subwoys without Sotriice o led that fight with';;;;%ﬁ;agination, coining the
glogans, doiﬁgkhu art worlk, lepoding prdg%ests and sitdown ranging from the eity counsgl
veetingf{fron which he was ejected often to sitting down before bulldozers to prevent
the construction of hignuays, perdicularly of Interstate 95‘i£a7és pla ned would have
cone througlt the heart of Wﬁuhington. Of the slogans ond art work he did fighting that
T pecall "ite Han's ldoad through the Black Hon'sHome. Tle actually Bught and beat
the higuay and concrete lobbies in the Congress! /4P?ﬁ’ff’f? ﬁ/ﬁ&?ﬂ-

Sammie, ubo Jied several years ago afiter becoming Takoma Paric nayor and reorienting
the thinkdia- of its people and converting it into @& thinking, caring srea in sibich the
young and the old Jived in harmony. as we discusged my problem he told me how to have
lil retype the manuscript, single cpeced, on legal-sized paper, so that it would reduce
before the ofiset cameras for printing into a 6xY page. He gwve some special blue pencils
with a cojor the ofiset film did not pici upe I then ry ed all those sheets of paper to
mive L}l ﬁhﬁrmargins and she did the retyéing.(;gtur i ﬂh those pages printed with those
blue ﬁégéigggbeyona which she should notd type.):: .

45 vamrde had told me, when we had thatv done we returned to him. ﬂe then made some
vhone calls 4o friends who were also his or their cust omers and after-shopping around
for us sent tc to a2 lgékville fipm with $he most modern, high-speed xeroxes of that ara.
ey offered the lewest price, their actual cosi, if 41l and I did the worke I think it
vas about tuo cents a page and I think they trusted out cou;é. Yo, “41 and I "printed"
thet Ciret "limited" edition offﬁgiggvﬂhitewash,_lt wag of either 50 chpies or scomething
near that number.

The next day I was at the copyright office where, fortunately, 4 wound up with
a finc and caring young man, younger than i by guite a bit, and he then tol d me what to
do and what to be é}sful not to do in fi ing for cf@yright. I toolz it to him, he locked
it over, & id it was all 0K, and he filed it for mes As he #later did all the other

books 1 ﬁ&éblished.



-:ammie then also iftroduced me to Hanny Fontana, who ownen{ the Doubm Dot
printing plant rather far out in northeast Washington. laaq%E? sald that when I
decided to print the boolk , if I did, he would extend credit for the jobs / Wi Iq,féf: r*h m

That was in dugust, 196%5. sy 1 remember the copyright date in August 18.

It as not witil April, 1966 that I decided T had no Jaternative to qiitting and
giving up of printing the bock myself. I never thought of anything other than printing
the booka

wnat decided me o svop trying ’Eo get commercial publication was W.W.lorton. They
had su%'on the books for at lesst three months. (I made no exclusive offers after the
first two or thres.) Tom 1!5.2:}5}1‘, then the Hew York ’i’_:._;_n_e;_g Washington bureau chief, had
recommended that they do the printing. He had also sen‘t that copy of the manuscript to
Uar-igon Salisbury, then th” nanaging editor, gl wiid W

(In not later than térﬁ‘t September I took £ a czfpv of the “"hitewash II manuscript
to Salisburye Lt was the day they fired famed ecritic §“tanle% &a.uflman. I sat and waited
for him so long on the hard wocden bench at the entrance %o the newsroom that I was
asleep sitting up when he was free and awakened me. le took the ms, said he'd read it,
and sev ral days later he asked me to go to Yew York to meet with some reporters he was
going t‘é{’éigmed to following it upe I rememb#r one was Peter Kihss. tge became a frdind
and did half-page stories on that and the following books other than Post Mortem. When
it went to the primter, I went to the hospital with my first venous thrombosise Another
of those repur%’éﬂﬁas naned Rdberts. ﬁe iz the one sent {;o the archives. When he reported
tliat he could not findd a single one of the repcrds I quoted and cited, that ended the
Limes' second lovk at the JFK assassination. Kihss later told me that it was sabotaled
from the insite. Martin Waldron, who became a good friend, told me dha’ the same thing

had hapoened with the first leoksee, of which he was part. The copy of the mse. that
*9#. Salisbury mailed ﬁ"f},‘, to me is one ol those that [dneve;- reached] ?ﬁfg ;gg%:f a?{ﬁf% ﬂn/
was from a Pischer n.G.J publisher in Germany. I late lesrned, I think from he¥ af—an
American 7 oﬂl:sellers Assou_atlon annual conv,ntn.on/ show that they had gone for the book,
had wri ttenkmra stveral t:_nmé ulth oflj.ers, and that when I had not responded had man.]ie“ /
hi the ms. Jacke Hone of the le uters or thdms ever reached me, That was when as the Huseh
comnd ttee lé.’cet- establizhed, the FBI was 1111. sreebting mail at the main New York Post §
Oftice as well as several others and delivaring it to the CIA.)

Harton hagl asked me to reoganize the book into what amounted to ch.rgeng the govern—
ment with econspiring: to kill JFK (as Gianciacomo { ltrinelli did the next year after he
L:'Lr\blished an Italian edition of Whitewash), r;[:,_hau I would got do even though the vice

president and ehief editor name Bric Weeeses wrote me if I did that it would be "a sing-

L
wlarly iumportabi book and they would be glad to publish it," close to verbatim, I halle



that lotter in & full file sdiraver of records on the non-publishing history of Whiteuvash
in a basement file 1.belled"BOOK."

Bhen I decided to publish the book myself L nade the prelininary arrangement for
deliv ing modia copies and then drove into to J.L_Jllll?l a Double Dot Préss with the camera-
prady copy. bul Hanny was then overloaded with printing and could not do it fora whi%
becouse all s large jobs had been promised for specific dayse. Yo gaid he would make the
arrit renents for pe and he dida Ifo also said that he'd gave me money becuase he had
soime free cam ra time and his son= Ln-iaw handled that. So, that youngster and I shot the
pages. Pehaprs L am wrong on this, that the boy and T did that with later bocks, bht I
nov think thet we did and +that I weni over all the "blues" that are proofs of this
photographing and placement ol the pages of th: film for printing because I do remember
roing over those orinte thiat looic lile buining blu=prints en the illuminated table at

M army’ se .)é the f1lm was not ghot thet way it was shot at the printer tu whim Hanny sent
® m- with lanny personally guaranteeing Pathfinder Press that he would be responsible
for the cogt if I did not paye

411 was hunky-dorey at ﬁ.thi‘:mde_ in deep southeast Washington, and I was to have
the books in tl/ﬁ/e tor May 7T lli stribution.

Then, toward the end of the week belore, Sammie phone:llne and told me to get there
in a hurry, that he had heard from Hanny and that Hanny had told him that Fathfinder had
becleed oute I saw both and then drove down to Pathfinder, Where they were very honest ¥
with me, although they mksg had mesced Soume of the film-up, as L soon learneds They told
me that the presses werc ready to roll when their lawyer reminded them that more than
40 parcent of their busines: was with the government and that 'the ‘government would not

ilze my book. So they broke the deal with, lit rally, the¢ press /ready to roll.

That wasone time I was not r£ally able to think cle-rly. So before leaving Pathfinder,
vhile they%;:'r cetting ny property readir{y"‘cc:s return to me (and the stinkers could have given
me the plates [rou: which the books are printed end suved me that cost, without any cost
to them, but they didn's) I /decided to phone my conservatibe 5 ritish reporter friend, the
late :..n,(‘VL ﬂr]gexe—r o' the London Standard. Steve was the reporter- who had expressed mosy

b
1,1tr\r+‘su, e had visited back and torth and he h.d let me use his Hational Press Btﬁ.hd:l.ng

,:f_ms iy ovne Bven the phone for long—distance valls. Steve had no difficulty perceiving how
ups$e upsch L was so he told mz o calu doj{ to 7 Come on in, and he'd see if he Lﬁld
think of comething by the time I got there. He hade He had been 17? ?ffef,,??ﬁ : '«?@d ;{- "}dulfePt
dn fully informed. He pushed a piece of papr over and said, “Call his home firstes"

They were the ﬁm'efm o the late Pill Loeb, without doubt the most ultra—eg:’eaervative
newspaper publisher in the country, Iis main paper was the Hanchester, New Hampshire, Z
Union Leader. liis home was at fride's g,rcssing, liagsse

How I got Lo Loeb is a}{ bit unusuale.

B&rore World War IT. when I was the Senate comiiite's editor. Henrv Zon was the Waah-



inglton correspondent of the labor nsvs service, The Federated Press. *t; clients were
wostly trade wiionse le and lis then wife, il and I became friends., When I did not have
to vork on a weskend night with them 1iving only a lit{le more Lﬁan a block from us and
with the nearest bowling ia1loy onl* . thrq?%lacks fgrm their home, we bowled often., ¢
Ulten at lsast in terms of the free nights I had,

quby was one of the reporfers who covered our hearings regularly. He‘was alsc one
o f these who cams to 1y of7ice to r€ad the _alleys of the hearing tranccr#hpts before the
volumes were published, uiually beZorc all the corrections were made. I sent gelleys to
the witnesses for them to reard and il they'desiré%’tu make correctionse. I was the sole
judge of whether their correctiens were acveptable and there never was any problems on
thate I also had extra falleys in thoue days long belore xeroxing,and I loaned them out
nd gave them avaye That was part of my jobe I remember that one to vhom I mailed every
thing in  alley other than réporis before they wefe filed with the Senate wad Lsadore
Feinsteine le was {hen writing ed&torials for the Hew York Post whed I i+t was owned by
his friend J. “avid Stern, for whom Izzy had begun a a reporter on his Camden, Hew Jersey
paper, L thinl he thon was swithced to the sinCU-defgﬁat liberal fhiladelphis Record,
the livaliest nuigpaper of wy outh, thupa_ * of hhich i picked up the bulldog editmon
on iy uay home from the Wilmington [lorming News for which I then worked (I thimk the
charge uag two cents but it may have been a nickel). Izzy got involved in onc of the
t

'ist cases ageinst a ne.sspapor .uc thﬁ DR co es or laws, apgainst Steon, and they:gh

parted compiay. *t was then thatl :e b;tdm;’gyiLiiu: ﬁht when he was in New York I had been
told to mail him the proofs and I did, without fail. When ﬂenry was sent o me by a sup —
erior to ruad and urite about some _alleys of hearings about to be printed he wrote an
accurate story about a gecret session, secret nol in any clasuified senese, just secret
to hide their discussions, oi the Special Conference Vommittees 4s I now recall that was
part of or affiliated with the sateonal Associastion of lianufacturers. HarrY &nderson,
a Gene:rgl Hotors vice president who handled labor relatlons, told his ascociates at the
sess 3 all labor-related ex recutives, that they needed what GM had, a Black peglon.
They were thugs who beat labor leaders and others up, engaged in 2ll sorts of Uholence
incJudinb murders and il general was used to broak up union activities. Yell, of
courge that was scandalous snd there were compliants to the comi tee chairman, Robert M,
La ¥ollete, dr., a man anything but lis father's sone. He vas so much the worst empﬂoyer
1 eyeﬂ'hﬂ d, forr the short peidiod oif time I was on the commitie.'s payroll, that I had
to quitg to have the cye operation that had been recommendeds Once he gZot the pressure
of the amount of work + did that nobody alse, and more than one worked on ity he hired

me back at a small roise. But tie comuitiee's &hief file elerk, a fine woman my mother's
age, Luth Shields, whose desk was next to mine, was so distygbed that I was doing su'égg;A
vorik for so little pay, she spoke to her husband Bob, a sugar-interest lobuyist, and he
spoke to F=feds Triends of his in Agriculturs, and soon I was the afm:'ﬂistri@ve agssistant
to the head ol the agency so muchAEleanE} Roosvelt's interest, the Farm Security Administration



I was there only 01}15, %o me=t my immediate boss for whom I nover worked a day, the
head of the agencye L had an office, a phone, a secretiry and I nc¥er knew or saw any
0i” then® I wasg ixmetliatelsa’xletailell to the comitiee. Yo, when Lg%‘ Folilete l“a‘:.‘ﬂgre'd me for
==m% tue non—-.:-?:istin%f sin Dij&?{?mg ray assiginedr;_duties, he could not fire me at all,
all he could do was re‘surnaﬂ'r‘c‘o the FPSA. But the entire gteff knew it was an indecency
10y begfiise 1'd literally put in yoars of voluntary, unpaid overtime, the Senator agreed
to delay my return to FSA for some months so I eoull get a little of what was more than
due me in overtimer and so I could use that time to lock around when I decided not to
50 1§§A but to try to returny to .riting, ac 1 dide
Laff
firing as an ercuse fdr petiing rid of me over that.

Gardner "Pat" Jackson, one of the most liberal and effecti\‘e lobbyists of that era,

ol'ollette was pecved at me for sorething else and he used this firing that was no

one of the fathers of that committee, was then ene of Yohn Le Lewis's )ohbyists. He vas
with J:ubor's lon=Partisen l_Teague that Leiis orgenszidd to lobby for his mine-wfokers unien,
Pat and I wore friends. LaFollete fiﬂn;ured, 4+ think correctly but without prineciple, that
he had gotten all the policiical benéi‘ 0'1: he could from his comnditbee and wanted to end
it, having Tirst loadec th otaff with careerists who did not give a dgah about the wek
yorl but #antsd the jobs on their future employment applica't';ionsé{"i?:nted tg end the com-
zt, who knew

P
that it vas alsoMrs. Rooseveli's sincere internot, wanted the committee to continue long

mittee, az those fink careerist: also did so the: cpuld move upward. But

enough Lor the pihﬁ ned hooring, on corporate farwing in “alifornia. Pat and I did the
lohbying. “hich is to say thal he did just about 211 of it but I kept him under control
and did most of hic thinking for him vhen he stayed drunk most of the time with his wife
and lHids gpending; the swimmer on Cape Code

I £ot soue pretty dar:.nb ideage, not uncomion for the young, and he did fanstastically
with them. H o did suecceed and over even FDRi's ohjections ,the Senate continued the com—
mittels Jife. /gs Ttve seid often, if @ykiring aryone thinks I did wrong to help with that
lobbying, which LalFollete hated and redally wante 'd to fire me for and did not dare, in—
dependent judgoment cai be made by those who read Steinback's Grapes of Urath or saw that
UgEr;J Yond moviee +t was the incredible abouse ol these famers and their familides,
"Inst bowl" vietims of that day, mostlpifrom Oklahoma and xlrkausaséaiey were called
"Ocies" and "Arkies() /hat Steib bacl ruportered ishlhat those heg;i_ngs cetablished with
evidence.

fith Jotl: Posner and nov “ivingst one maldng slurring reference to this I note the
fact, not the slander. I lesked nothing, I had nothing to leak. I did only my jobe And
vhat wags involved was nol even leakable it was the public record.

and my friend denry Zon's story ié:in 1%

B ; I
ifter World Ward IT, in which “enry vas a lieutenant in ONI, he and a former aborfs



. Howrg

lion—ParTisan Yeague wrbt v, nomed Fleischer, f ormey’ the first labor advertising and pro-—
notion agoney. Beciuse he as well informed and well-connected when I was having so mach
trouble gobting Whitewash publiched, I.went to ask advice from Henry. g thought forzm a
.’Elil‘rite aml then, «ith z broad smile, said listen to mé and pay attention because what I'1l
sugrest is not what you'll probshly think it id. He thien told me to go down to Jummy Hoffa's
building near the Capditl building and to see Sid Zagri. Ye s-id he's call first. Zagri
vaw ne Wizl away, thought for a minute and then said slmost what I{xjém had about what
hie would say. /‘fe also gzid he'd make a call first. He suggested that I write and send a
coy of the li;:u'.ted edition to of al]/ppoplc, 5411 Loeb of +the Ynion Leader!

I did and before lon;: I heard fom Loeb. “Yalls and letters esnued as he tried to help
hes He and his wife Nacldi?Scripps, I suppose o. the Seripps newspapering family, were
both excited by the booke Loeb had tvo different lawyers give it libel readingse. If he
had not run lis papers from Eride‘s Crossing and if hks secretary had not slipped up,
Henry Regnery would have pubiished the book in late 1965, Dhe forgot to send it and when
she did I had it being manufactireds

do, with the tab for the call paid by the Stabdard I phoedn phoned hill at Pride's
Ceossing. T told him whal hed happencds e thougnt for a minugt an! then told me to £o
to “orlkde Press and see Tomny Crowell, whose assistant was Hehrle Delancey, and that he
would phone Tirst, dlpph-_ren'-tlal ~1l11 hal also guaranteed payment because that was never a
Tactor. But Iommy was a bit uneasy. He sent me to thei wyer whose office was at the
corner south of the Dupont Circle Puiliing.lle listeMed to me for a few minutes and said
wait a minote. Xe called |omiy and said what in the hel}/did you send this man to me
for? I'm not your collection agency. &nd he tells me he told you to call the president
of his ba.n.A/ and what that wan world tell you, that he is in debt and the bank does not
Imow hoi but he meets hds paymentis. So, wiy dor ,t you call that man? “r have you some
other reason? Z?e waited for Tammy to ipealk, what he/ga,id I did not hear, and then he said
tldng lilze is there anything lewd or indecent in the book? Anything that could

incite/Boldetldn;: wrong? Tomy anparently said not, $o, this very conservative }?1-‘ ax

la.ye: said, loolk, 'gom:.;y'—yovff ff@rin‘te‘.'. This man is 2 writer. Whe writers can't get
Pwint:;d Uha't}ﬁn uhz hell is there for printers to pr:m'b? Go make u1; youra 01;{:\ mind and
then call me buclte I want e 1l to this man. I began to read th Warren f?@port . fou
can't read it and bolieve it so I laid it aside. o) T want to 18k to this man. Call

me {)ack. We chatied briefly, he asldng me about the Report, and then Tommy did call back,
They decided to print it. O the way home %o get what I had to take in for the printing
;%9 be eﬁ%ﬁf ui went back to the Dupent Circle buidiing to report to Sammy what had happened.
The door between his oflice and ]lilubie's was open so, Hubie huard it all, When I was about
to iea\ie he called me in and hande:l me a check for 3500 dollg's, a not inconsierable sum
in thos days. I to]cl him theNics but Merkle had not asked for it. "Look§ better," Hubie



said. "lake it and give it o theme" I did.Menths later, when I could repay him, mﬁ i
probehly was not thei long, veeks l-ter I took Hubie a check for $500. e tore it up and
Said I gwed him nothin. o
When Sammielas showing me ho. to make a book up in 1965, Hubie was preparing for
pfinting a bork Felix Greene, an ectablished, besDeclling author cowld not ge%ji:rinﬁd
commercially,., It was titled,"Victnam, Vietnam," the first or one of the [irst books ssx
eﬁposﬁ;‘l“: the tg@th of W‘na"c vas hapuwmeings there, ..ﬁﬁbit?érranged to get it printed for
Greene and the bool did voiy well,
Without nu.bie, who had worked brisf 17 at Presentation, Ince. before ghing into
business for hdmsel?, I'd not have lkmowm how to put the book together for publicatimon,
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which Samnic Abbitt did it me obs‘e.wina—snd uithout any charge at all. After that first
{

one I did all the mlceip and Sammic did all the coverse 1 (B& The first one was a
BB O e arvtickic, that kmt T'0 dugested o Suude,
fhis is te da. thas what I've been able to do began with “ubies
dnd I-ﬁlrle, a very conservative ERREXiprintor, was wonderful, I think it was from the
I‘riendAilip Crowell and Delancy had with 5411 Igoex Loeb. I took what\“as necessary in to
them on a Yriday morning and I wis %o pick the bookS & up, rather the first 100, iﬁoé&f.
Londay norning, the day oo the plamed distribution for which the press release had
lready been written and duplicated and some verbal arrangemnets had alread‘;{_ been made.
Tomay +told e not 4o sorry, ther worksd 1-reekendsy5 add te be there about 10 on londay. Ve
had lif;tsfoé Wasbington of ice deliveries and of copie. to be mailed, “il was not able
to ’.'Jﬁ{. well then god she would Dave the list and ‘i:heﬁn'evlopes alrepdy addressed. Ve got
to ilerkle and ﬂ‘hrle told me there was a problem but not to wokry, there vould be books
sopn. Tommy told him to teke us to lunch, he did, and when we returnfa they did have the
firgt hundred bocky zmhwx with tiue-ems consuming and costl#%’éwe birkdings. The delay
vas b avse I soricone had forgotien to call the man vho did covers ifis They worked
ime and a half @set Saturday, dou.‘n_gﬁj-tima on Sunday, and on 1lonq:( I did get the first
og the bocks. *t was a naty, reiny &y but we got all those for which I plaénned hand
de'li'very to newopapers and offices in th . press bué:lch.ng made and mailed after dark on
the way hone. M
35 4%he many bia. jobs fter;h.e had were LIFE and TL%e and other large magazines. They
ran trucks to New Tork regularly. They made my Hew York deli¥bries free, their idea. They
also stored cartons of books for me, also free. And they never once dunned me for payment
&Eﬁ as the moncy cEnc in they got ita
Hubie's dealﬁ\ does remind me of thoce early days and the publishing problems I then
hade I moy soon be frcing a gimilar situation.
THA obit reminds me and leads to ny leaving this record of what he and the other
wnn.‘tcjzan and fiiend he introduced me to made pessible with decency, caring and without

’
accepting alcent in return. They were two of the finest, most princmpled of people,
/



