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Pr.:sident, Ford, in 3 finfil 
day of campaigning here te-

fore Tuesday's Illinois pH- 
rnory, tr.diy strongly . de- 
fended Seeretary of State 
!retire A. K'ssinger, who in-
creastirly is becoming a 
central issue in tit: presi-
dent Lai campaign. 

Answering questions he-
fore 2 500 s; intents and 

Ment:kers at li'lleatir! 
Cie west of here, the 
Presider' said 	foreign 

i-; mcwitte f( wartl 
constrtietivt.;y." 

"Und.,:r those 
stances."' be said, "1 would 
not, under any circum-
stances. want Henry K is-
sineer to quit, period." 

The President also told 
the It'lleaton audience that 
he considers Kissinger 'cite 
of the great Secretaries of 
State." 

Later. in a speech before 
the Chic:tem Council of For. 
eign ilelatiuns at the Palmer 
House, Mr. Ford said that 
Kissinger and Defense See-
retary Donald If tunsfeld 
utter' though of as rivals 
within the Ford adminis-
tratott—are working to-
gether smoothly "carr 
nut n single United States 
policy." 

Kissinger has come under 
See PRESIDENT, AG, Col. I 

Assistant Secretary of 
Staff: \ Ifred I.. thug) Ather• 
ton Jr.. has been "severely 
reprimanded" by Secretary 
of State Henry A: Kissinger 
fur . briefing a 'Writer too 
fully on Kissinger's-  secret 
talks with. MiddLe East lead . 

That announcement by 
the State Department yes-
terday claimed what has 
liccome a minor cause vele. 
brae inside the U.S. cliplo• 
triage cnitununity. 

Atherton, head of the Bo-
reau of Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs. is 
widely.  suspected • of havi ng 
been turned into a fall guy 
fur Kissinger. 

That 	suspicion 	was 
roundly denied yesterday 
by Deputy Under Secretary 
Lawrence S. Eagleburger, 
who officially conducted the 

into the teak of 
classified informat inn to 
Edward E. F. Sheehan. 
writer of the article that 
appeared in the quarterly 
magazine. Foreign Policy. 

The suspicion that Ather-
ton is being used as a fall 
guy. Eaglehurger -aid. 
"imputes . . mob% es that go 
beyond the pale..." 

"I would not he a party to 
malting Boy Atherton the 
fall guy on anything;" Eagle-burger said. -He's a long- 
time 	. And the see- 

rotary-  wouldn't be a party 
In it." 

In addition to the official. 
severe reprimand fur Ather- 
ton. a lesser repriWand was 
given to Harold H. Saun-
ders. formerly a deputy to 
Atherton. and now direet'ac 
of the Bureau of Int-Ali• 
Vence and Research in the 
State Department. 

The two men were moti-
Yated by "good intentions-
and "a desire to explain our 
Middle East policy and noth-
ing more," Eagtebtu'ger said. 
but 'there was clearly a sub 
stantial error in judgment" 
in disclosing classified infor• 
mation to Sheehan. 

"This is a painful process 
for everybody involved," 
said Eaglebturger. 

The State Department has 
acknowledged that Kis-
singer met with Sheehan at 
feast once for about 30 min-
utes. and authorized senior 
officials "to he helpful" to 
Sheehan. a frirmer V.S. in-
formation officer in the 
Middle East who was plan-
ning a honk on Kissinger's 
"shuttle diplomacy." Shee-
han also met With Under 
Seerelary Joseph .1. Sisto 
and other officials. 

When the Sheehan article 
in the quarterly Foreign 
Poney was published last 
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Assistant Secretary of State .11freil L. 	leaks." greets Israeli Foreign Minister 
At11.7.rion. reprirnandt31 by Kissinger Over 	Yigai Minn, right. who arrived yesterilly. 
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week, it contained unusually 
detailed and lengthy ex-
changes of private conversa-
tions between Kissinger and 
Arab and Israeli leaders. in 
more "normal teaks," this 
information would he less 
prominently 	scattered 
through the writing. 

Although the article was 
favorable to Kissinger, its 
publication came just after 
Kissinger's denunciation of 
the House intelligence com- 
mittee headed by Rep. Otis 

Pike (D-N.Y.l for 
"McCarthyism" in leaks of 
classified documents. The 
ones leaked from the com-
mittee were critical of Kis-
singer. 

Atherton and Saunders 
are among Kissinger's most 
trusted lieutenants. They 
are known as two of the 
most scrupulous officials in 
the department for carrying 
out his wishes in all mat-
ters, especially dealings 
with the press, on which 
Kissinger is very sensitive.. 

Nevertbelesi. according to 
authoritative sources. Kis- 
singer later "cooled down" 
on what he would do about 
it, these sources said. 

EagIeburger gave report-
ers the following account 
yesterday! 

An examination of the 
problem began on Feb. 27.  

tut March 5, on Atherton's 
return from an overseas 
trip, Atherton "told the 
secretary that he had in 
fact read to NIr. Sheehan 
from classified memoranda 
of conversation. 

"On March 9, Mr, Ather-
ton voluntarily came for-
ward with a letter to the 
secretary outlining his part 
in the matter anti taking 
full responsibility for the 
decision to read to Mr. 
Sheehan from classified 
memoranda . . ." 

Eagleburger emphasized 
that Atherton's letter "w as 
not solicited by anyone," 

Eaglebtu-ger said: "The 
secretary [Kissinger] was al-
most wholly uninvolved in 

this," 
He said Sheehan had an-

proached Atherton, whom 
he knew, outlined his book 
project, and on April ift, 
1975, Atherton in a memo to 
Kissinger suggested author-
izing briefings for Sheehan. 

Eagleburger said Ather-
ton. in his letter, said he re-
ceived Kissinger's "general 
approval to give Mr. Shee-
han background briefings." 
To "supplement factual in- 
formation." 	Eagleburger 
said, Atherton briefed Shee- 
han 	"orally 	from 
(Kissinger's) memorandum 
of conversation, for the 
most part summarizing or 
paraphrasing selected por-
tions 

No documents were given 
to Sheehan, Eagleburger 
Said, nor any versions of 
presidential conversations. 
Saunders "en one occasion 
read briefly" to Sheehan 
from a memorandum, on 
Atherton's authorization. 

Eagleburger said, "it is 
clear that there was a sub-
stantial misunderstanding" 
between Atherton and Shee-
han over use of the brief-
ings. 

In addition to the repri-
mands, Eaglehurger said all 
department officials are be-
ing cautioned that they "are 
not authorized to read front 
or use classified documents" 
to brief unauthorized per-
sons. 

Eagleburger declined to 
speculate what affect the in-
cident would have on the -19- 
year-oId Atherton, who 

holds the. permanent rank of 
career minister. 

One senior official said 
privately that there is wide-
spread sympathy for Ath-
erton in the State Depart 
ment, a broad belief that he 
"sacrificed himself," and 
therefore his career should 
not suffer. 

Part of this belief that 
Atherton was a fall guy is 
the memory of a lead dis-
pute. in 1973. over a book by 
John Newhouse, "Cold 
Dawn," which contained sig-
nificant secret information 
on U.S.-Soviet nuclear nego-
tiations at the time when 
Kissinger was presidential 
national security affairs ad-
viser. 

Kissinger disclaimed re-
sponsibility for that leak. 
but lauded the book as 
"outstanding," 


