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Information was received that PAUL COUB taught a 

course in Negro history at St. John's Episcopal Church, Berkeley, 

California. It was reported that at one of these sessions, he 

stated that he knew MARTIN LUTHER KING was going to be killed 

and that he would probably be killed near Memphis, Tennessee. 

Efforts were made to contact Dr. ROBErT MC KINZIE at 

St. John's Episcopal Church and it was determined that he was 

associated with St. John's Presbyterian Church. However, 

inquiry at St. John's Presbyterian Church revealed that he would 

not be available until April 29, 1968. On April 29, 1968, it was 

determined that he.would'not be available until April 30, 1968. 

On April 30, 1968, Dr. ROBERT MC KINZIE, St. John's 

Presbyterian Church, 2640 College Avenue, Berkeley, California, 

advised PAUL COBB gave a series of lectures on Negro history at 

St. John's Presbyterian Church ending on March 31, 1968. tie 

stated COBB could be lwated at 2717 San Pablo Avenue, Oakland, 

California. 	 q 3061_3 0 7 
RFC- 69 

• On April 30, 1968, inquiry vas made at 2717 San Palilo 
Avenue, Oakland, California, the headquarters of the Oakland 

Economic Opportunity Center. Upon entering the large room at 

2717 San Pablo Avenue, it was observed there were ten female 

Negroes and seven male Negroes in the room and one female advised 

COBB was "right there" and pointed to a young man about five 
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feet from her desk. COBB over
heard the conversation but he

 

continued a conversation with 
five females in a circle aroun

d 

the desk and completely ignore
d SA 111111•110111111.101111111111* 

After more than five minutes C
OBB asked who the Agent 

wanted to see. It is noted th
ere were numerous large poste

rs, 

12 x 18, pasted on the walls a
nd desks in the office of BOBB

Y 

HUTTON and notices or letterin
g on the posters "Killed by ra

cist 

Oakland pigs." A number of th
e persons in the room were at

tired 

in the customary dress of the 
Black Panthers and numerous ma

terial 

for the Black Panthers was ob
served. The Agent identified 

himself 

to COBB and stated he wanted t
o talk to COBB briefly. lie of

fered 

a chair in the room with ald t
he others and when SA 41111.11

suggested 

some privacy he said, "Let's 
go on the street." In front o

f 2717 

San Pablo Avenue, COBB again d
emanded the Agent's identifica

tion 

and he studiously observed the
 credentials, obviously aware 

of his 

audience within the building.
 	 told COBB of his purpose 

in talking to COBB regarding t
he MARTIN LUTHER KING assassin

ation 

.in which he may be able to b
e of some help. COBB immediat

ely said, 

"Let's go your car and sit do
wn." At this point an individ

ual 

stopped COBB and SA 41001gon 
the street. This individual w

as 

dressed in a black leather jac
ket, a green beret, with Black

 

Panther buttons on both beret 
and jacket. lie stated to COBB

, 

"Let me talk to you a-minute 
brother." COBB told him he wo

uld 

be back in about five minutes.
 

In the Bureau automobile COBB 
stated he did not want 

to talk to the FBI and felt ;h
arassed by the FBI, stating he

 believed 

the FBI had been "following 
him for several weeks." SAME

 related 

to COBB that the FBI had recei
ved a complaint that he, COBB,

 had made 

a statement during a series of
 lectures at St. John's Presby

terian 

Church that MARTIN LUTHER KING
 would be killed soon and woul

d be 

killed in Memphis, Tennessee.
 COBB replied, "I made that s

tatement 

on Sunday night before KING w
as killed on Thursday. I did 

;ay KING 

would be killed in Memphis and
 I have good evidence to suppo

rt my 

prediction." At this point CO
BB stated, "I want to take th

e Fifth 

Amendment and I won't give an
y further information to the 

FBI." When 

asked for the reason for this
 COBB stated, "The FB1,ready 

knows the 

white killer of KING and has h
im in custody." ::A 	

then displae, 

a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY
, aka ERIC STARVO GALT, to COB

B and he 

viewed the photograph without 
comment. 

At this point COBB stated, "Th
e FBI knows my record and I 

am certain you are not here a
bout KING but here to harass 

me." It 

was again explained to COBB th
at the FBI was pursuing every 

possible 

lead to locate the assassin of
 MARTIN LUTLLR KING and had an

 interest 

in his statement that KING wou
ld be killed in MemPhis, which

 accordin 

to COBB was made before the fa
ct. COBB then L;t,-Itc:d the FBI knew he 

WAS a roordate of STOKELY CARM
ICHAEL at Howard Lnivorty aNd
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stated, "I have been in Memphis and I have been in jail with 
MARTIN LUTHER KING." COBB would not say when he had been in 
Memphis or when orvhere he had been in jail with Dr. KING. 
COBB then stated, "You cats have my phone bugged so you know 
what I'm doing." He then made a comment that "since you know 
what I'm doing, I'm sure you'll see me on Thursday." When asked 
what this statement meant, he said, "Wait and see. I'm sure you'll 
be back to see me on Thursday." 

COBB made other comments during the conversation which 
are worthy of note. COBB stated all whites should go to Alaska 
and turn the other 49 states over to the Negroes who have "sweat 
and died" for the United States. He stated he is not a citizen 
of the United States and when asked where he was born said in the 
United States but that "I am not a citizen of the United States." 
lie said he planned to go home to Africa and should have gone long 
ago. He stated he "should have known better..than to enroll in a 
PhD. program at the University of California, Berkeley." 

Upon leaving the area, COBB was observed entering the 
door to an apartment area immediately next door to the Economc 
Opportunity Center and since he was using a key to admit himnelf, 
it is presumed this is his 'residence. 

HACB, San Francisco will not reinterview PAUL COBB regardin; 
the remarks he was alleged torhave made in view of the i'act that he 
stated, "I want to take the Fifth Amendment and I won't give 
further information to the YhI." In view of the present situ:ILIoo 
involving Black Panther members who are presently awaiting criminol 
trials in Oakland, California, it is believed chat CO2.6 could Lod 
might use the Bureau's effort to recontact him as a source of 
embarrassment to the Bureau and unfair publicity. 
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