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Date

telephone nunber .3, f ber 18, -
1936, in New Orlean j ;

Orleans, he marricd
daughters., To

S beon
employed as a

Orlcans,

*Latcd that sometime just bafore “he MARTIN
LUTHER KING, «, AsSsassination, exa 2 ed, he
telephonica

e to his brothor) n lMenmphis,
Tennossaoe, ade this telephdna ca rom his mother's
resideacn., Q 0i this call was to borrow $200 from

kiz brothar. id not rake this call from his owd
residence, as ant his spouse to know about the loan,

His brother, wired him $200 in care of his
rother's residd ¢w Orleans,

While on the telephons with his brother

invited him to visi im in L2mphis, or to meet him a S
Springs, Arkansas. hadviscd that his brotber,* ot
follows the race horafe X iikes to 2o to a race track a ) Sl vy
Springs, Arkansas, and b2t horses. d ygs i

~ loses on the teleplono W
does not recall the exact amounts © money he

scuss=d,

v — iewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
d advisod that he did not know either of
cse individuals and he did noi beliove that ho had evor

seon either of these individuals.,
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RE: James Earl Ray

e

o ' [}

: Investigation by both_llemphis and New Orlcans has -
failed to associate any ot the ith the Mafia - La

®=Cosa Nostra, or to Carlos Marcello - v

memorandum

in this
allegedly met James

: 8
Earl Ray a his the day of or

the night bef ¢ _shooting and has been saying
he works for and is re for "getting"
James Carl Ray, cco to onc of New Orlcecans
informants, James Karl Ray was scen at OF ced at the

Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days before the

shooting.

MISO refers to an individual by
who crviewed by both Flannery and and

a sta the effect that according to
one me t t a Lion Service Station
on tifie nig ore or e y the shooting,

In connecti n coptajped in the A
foregoing paragraph, ka . as i
18 comments are set forth ey

;Ille'

interviewed on November
as follows:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date —_ A1/21/68

3 ) Mcmphih,‘
Tennessce, unlisted Tg jewed at his

ace o1 cmployment, - -
"'hvenuc, Memphis, Tennessce, . fis
8 apprised of the identities of intervicwing oSpecia Agents Lt
ot the FBI, furnished the following information: . 5
d that he is familiar wj j 1
whom he met through

shortly after the death o1 Martin Luther ng,
stated he was introduced in August, 1968, to an

Jr.
individual known as Nick Flannery, who stat he was from the
wdvised that

Justice De tme Washington, D, C

originall had askecd o ascertain infor-
mation from Negroes in the Memphis community concelnd e
death of Martin Luther King, Jr., but then nskcdw to
obtain any information concerning the death of Martin Luther

King, Jr., with the bility that the "Mafia' was connected
with King's death. dvised that he made no attempt to

ascertain any information concerning the Mafia and the death

by t
Aka

of ‘Martin Luther King, Jr. .
lie stated that w he met Flannery, he repeated to ot
Flanne what had previously told him, namely o
that i met Wi ames Earl Ray at a Lion Service ' s
n on the A

Statio ay before the death of Mar Luther King. He
stated that this information came from and was_jn no wa
information he developed on his own. e stated that

is known to him as a cosmetics salesman in the Memphis are

and is known _t ink frequentl t ounye, which

a ing to s owned bym_ states
&is arformer schoolmate of nis and a lcg

usinessm

an in ommuni tates
is a nepnew of , Whom
Memphis businessman. He identifiec

as a worke a tu t on the M{ssissipp iver:
neither iw: to him as a professional
killer. states Dboth d e employed in

the Memphis area and his only association with them has been

On 11/19/68 ot _Memph ig, Tennessee _ File ¥ _Memphis_44-1987

SA
by SA _RF:BN Date dictated _11/20/68
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through the Club Cacsar, which is owned by—._ S

who 1is ki ossible segregationist in the Memphis
— 2FE€Q ﬂsmtm 18 of the opinion that if a car was

) o Millington, as described by the ncws mcdia, then
s the logical person, although no reason was given by
or this, *said ”was of the vpinion that if
white Musti as usec assist the killer ot King in
escaping the Memphis area, as referred to by the ncws pedia '
concerning the CB radio broadcast, then he considered m
to be the logical person to have a private airplane wai
dlillington. ‘

qrurthcr stnted that_is of the opinion ‘ i
that off e

icers who were suspended for alieged police brutality
within the past year are involved in the slaying of Dr. Martin ‘

Luther King. According to" does not give any
basis for this. :

told that he has contact with the Mafia

in New Orleans, New Yor and Phi elphia, although he named
only one individual, one_;r a8 his contact with the
stated he has had numerous casual meetings with

Mafia in New Orleans.

n uring this-period as voluntecred certain
information of his personal life to including facts
regarding the tragic death of wile, Whilc'voluntcering &
intormation to &regarding is wife's illness, en- %
tioned that his wife had become addicted to the use of narcotics

to ascertain information regarding narcotics Irom

during her illness and in this re crated with Federal
Drui Administration Supervisor %ad nsiei

described ing unreliable and as

attributing false info n to whi information was
actually rumored by According to“ by
originating these rumors in different areas in Memphis, is
able to get a "play back" from various sources, which he uses

as a means of lending credence to his stories. “_
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v ME 44-1987

dvised he could furnish no information concdrning

any conspiracy in tho death ot Martin Luther King, Jr. He said
he knows of no individuals involved with James Earl Ray in the e
a~death of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Al

- W
i W . . S S — 4} A S A=is emya e = -.-'V T e e T A, e s S 2 AT g
- T - T it ¥
" ¥ {2 1 & gl SR L : \ : "
. % VA ¢ 53 e AN -

AR




Re: James Earl Ray

With regard to the allecgation that Ray resided at
the Pontotoc liotel in dMemphis approximately three days prior
to the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr., a complete review
of the records of the Pontotoc Illotel, 69 West Pontotoc Street,
Memphis, on 11/18/68 for the period March 23 through April 8,

968, failed to reveal any info
his truc name or
Pontotoc Hotel,
Pontotoc Hotel, and that approximately 21 or 22 of thecse
rooms are occupied by more or less permanent residents. He
claims he himself resides at thehotel and he is positive

that Ray never resided at this hotel during the past eleven
years,

Accor 'y 's memorandum
claims that a
Memphis, was advised by a ranking officer 1 e e

Police Department (Captain or above) not to go near Dr. King
because something was going to happen to him,

Reverend? Memphis ,
was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on 11/18/68., Reverend

— claims that he has known”, a contract
reporter for "Time'" magazine, since appro tely April, 1968,

and has had frequent with him since that date. lie
claims that, in fact

" t the present time maintains a
room at—rcside_nce. '

With regard to the information

m,nttributes
toq, RevercmH‘r stated tha e are not the
exact words he has used 1in dis ions with* and the
een

statement attributed to him byw has b aken completely

out of context and is ihaccurate.

refused to state whether he had any dis-
cussion with any Memphis police officer concerning Martin
Luther King, Jr.; however, he admitted that he has had many

conversations with ranking polite officers ot the Memphis
Police Department in the past six years. iadmitte?"—

28

rmation concerning Ray undor
jases.
has 27 sleeping rooms a
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Re: James Earl Ray

that he currcntly does hold a grudge against the Memphis

Police Department duc to the fact that he is not satisfied ‘'

with the manner in which certain officers of the Police

Department have handled complaints he has made to the
wDepartment in the past.

nevercndm desceribes _ as being
an alcoholic who i tly experiencing marital diffi-
culties, DBy "alcoholic", Rever stated he
means that he has observed nce drinking
alcoholic bevorages, namcly wine and hard liquor, as carly

as 8 o'clock in the morning and to continuc to consume these
alcoholic beverages throughout the day and into the night.

According to the memorandum of lr. Flnnnery.q
claims that shortly after the killing a bartender overhear
some ‘Memphis policemen say there had becn a "slip up" and
that the assassination was originally scheduled to take place
after the march for which Dr. King had returned to Memphis.

Sincc—was cither unwilling or unable to
identify the bartender, the Memphis Office of the IDI has
been unable to conduct any investigation to determine the
veracity of this allegatioh; however, a review of the records
of the Memphis Policé Department and the Memphis FBI Office
has failed to reveal any information to indicate that such an
incidentwas ever reported to these respective law enforcement
agencies.

: According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum,?
refers to a civilian having been observed lying in e back
of'a police car immediately after the shooting and near

Mulberry and Huling. lle got out of the police car, into
another car, and was driven-away.

In this regard, the records of the Memphis Police
Department reveal the following: g

At 6:55 » 2 A
white male, and ' a white male, were both ~ ok
arrested at Second Street and Vance, by officers assigned to T
Police Tactical Unif .#14, inasmuch as.they:refused.to =

give the

JI@ b L ated dLtee oo anadieldeac s e THE Y WL e
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Re: James Earl Ray

officers any reason for being in the area of the Lorraine
Motel at the time of the shooting of Reverend King. According
to the arresting officers, these two individuals were placed
{n a marked patrol car, questioned, and thcen transferred teo
an unmarked police car for transportation t cntral Police
Headquarters. According to Inspector , Memph is
Police Department, the handling of these prisoncrs was
standard operating procedure and most persons arrested by
tactical units during disturbances during this period were

transported to Headquarters in unmarked cars, one arrestee
to a car.

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, m
claims that an unidentified Negro policeman was remo rom
his assignment at the Fire Station at about 5 p.m. on the

day of the assassination. - identifies this policeman
=l=.‘Illlllillllllll

m also states that two Negro firemen were

moved fro station a day or two before the shooting. One
of them had reportedly told friends that two or three days
before Dr. King was shot a telescope or binoculars had been
set up on a tripod in the Fire Station and focused on the
Lorraine Motel balcony. According to this memorandum,

in August advised Flannery that one fireman left tne Dep men
or was suspended, dortly after the shooting, and that he had
been unable to locate either of them.

In this regard, Inspector Intelligence
Unit, Memphis Police Department, a 5] /18/68, that
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective nd Patrolman

Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to

e Inspec Division of the lMemphis Police Department, to

a security detail at the Memphis TFire Station. Lngine llouse #2,
located at Butler and ilain Streets. This location is approxi-
mately one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purposcé of this.
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders,"
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the “"Invaders"
were rooming at the Lorraine’Motel at this time. These two
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a
room at the rear ot the fire station, with a view that included

-30-
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Re: James Earl Ray

the room. later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luthor King,
Jr. ' A

In conncction With this aussicpnment, and prior to
mepthe time Of[icers iamﬂphysicnuy procecded

to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman
stationed at the Fire Station and named ad
taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking Sanita-
ton workers in February and March, 1968, and had becen closely
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In
order to insure security for Officers d
and to insure that no information regarding Wlemphis Police
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abrecast of the
activities of the "Invaders'" was leaked to the black militants
in Memphis, the Chiet of the iMemphis Fire Department was re-
quested to temporarily transfer Firema o another fire
station. This was doreon 4/3/68.
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to !1rc Station #!1, I
due to a manpower shortage at Fire Statign #31.

On 11/18/68, advised that by
letter dated 5/18/68, Fircman esigned from the Memphis
Fire Department after thirteen years ot sm

his reason fecr leaving® "Personal Rcasons."
advised it is his understanding that Hms become an
active worker with the NAACP at Memphis subsequent to his

resignation from the Memph'is Fire Department.

In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro TFircman

instructions from Inspectoxs roceceded to Fire Engine
liouse #2 and removed Detective from this station,

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/G8, LL.“ (
of the Intelligence Unit ot‘_% iPolice Duepartment,

leaving Officer t this post. The reason for the

removal of Officm was duae to the receipt of a telephone ol
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by m G
@D for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Commai r &
Washington, D, C,, to the effect that information had been W
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né: James Earl Ray

reccived by the Committce that a Negro detcctive on the
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. - :

Duc to Netective activities in
w-— attending meetings of the striking sanitation workers in
February and March 19G8, been threatened on
several occasions. Inspeclor therefore beliceved tho
telephone call received by the an Committeec was

another thr dirccted against . He therefore
ordered romovei from his

21e

ookout post at Engine
llouse #2 for wn protcction. A police guard of
two officers Was assigned to and his family as a
result of this threat,.

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police Depart-
ment radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to rcflect
any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering #to
move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the

Police officers at this observation post with which to receive
radio transmissions.

According to this memorandum mentions some=
thing to- the cffect that
of the Memphis Police Departmont telephonically contacted the
Lorraine Motel regarding stationing detectives at the motel.

In this regard, s adviscd that he
does not recall talking to any maid at the Lorraine llotel
on 4/4/68; however, he stated he nad been in tclephonic

er ot occasions with (IENEEIREEEND
' regarding the identity of certain indi-
viduals registered at the Motel. _

ment that on the morning of 4/3/68, liemphis

ordered of the Department

to send a detail of men to the ‘lemphis Metropolitan Airport

to offer security to the Reverend Martid Luher Kin r, and

his party. Police records reflect that Inspector*
doﬂored the services of the police detail to

RETEIGE TR
e s R g e U

e

It has been determined from the ile
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Re: James Earl Ray

m who was acting as chaulf; : Maptip~— - ’
uther Ring. Mrs. Mathews advised Lt, .
Memphis Police Department, who is an offlicer in 15 detall,

that thoy had not asked for police to be assigned to prolect
~_--DPr. King, and did not desire a police escort. 1In addition,
members of King's party refused to tell the police dotaal
where they planned to stay or their itinerary while in
Memphis ., Inspuctorm while offering the services of
cpa

the Memphis Police ent to Dr. King [or sccurity,

escor d protection purposes, was adviscd by the Reverend
an associate ot King, that no assistance was
esired and that they had not fully made up their minds where

they were going with Reverend KING after they left the Memphis
Metropolitan Airport,

At approximately 1:30 a.m., on 4/5/68,

— a member of the Southern Christian Leage
onference (SCLC) Strategy Committce, advised

of the Memphis Police Department that this SCL rategy
Committee had considered asking for police protection for
the. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.: however, the Committee
had decided against this, R

According to Mr. Flannery's mcmorandum, ?
stated that a little Negro boy allegpdly heard a shot an
saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming house
(below the window area from which the t is thought to have
been fired) and run off. According tohthe little boy
has been identified and interviewed by Bureau Agents and the
Memphis Police Department.

In this regard, a review of the reccords of the
viemphis Police Department and the ilemphis FBI Office has
failed to reveal any information to indicate that any officers
of these respective law enforcement agencies interviewed a
young Negro boy who is allegedly the contributor ot the above

information by In this regard, on 11/15/68, Source One
and Source Two bo vised that "Time' magazine
-33=
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Re: James Earl Ray

reporter, had gone throughout the Memphis area immediately .

following the King slaying, and was overheard asking leading

"You think it's possible that

A police officer could have killed Martin Luther King, Jr.?" “

questions of Negroes, namely,

i According to these sources, as a result of this, practically

the entire Mcmphis Negro community has given vent to the rumor
led King. The sources claim this
rumor has embittered a very large segment of the Negro community
and has caused widespread distrust by Negroes against all law
enforcement officers and has caused a serious community cleavage B
between the Police and the Negro community,

that a police officer had kil

In view oQf the fact that numerous allcegations have been 5
made, c¢ither hy% or his allered sources, siating fire
involvement of Memphis police officers in the assassination of 27
Dr. King, Frank Ilolloman, Director of Fire & Policc, was ol
contacted. Ilolloman advised that shortly after the assassination 8
of Dr. King he received information that a represcntative of B
"Time" magazine was circulating in thd Negro community and - 5

asking questions of the Negro

residents. Ilis sources informed
him that the general tenor of the questions being asked was to

the effect that it was conceivable that *the Memphis Police
Department was involved in the assassination of Dr. XKing.
Director Holloman advised that later he learned the ro

individual by the name o:%
tment with ki

"Time" representative was an
lle subsequently had an appoin

1

Director llolloman said at this time he informed %

that he had recceived certain information indicating that v
had, by his questions, created the inference in the Negro : X
community that it was possible the Memphis Police Department T

was involved in the agsay a
advisced that he told ;1
based on rumors and misstatem

collecting rggarding the involvement of the Memphis Police A%
Department, Director Holloman would institute a civil suit

against him and do everything i
ﬁwrote only the truth and did not print such falsifications

: arding the Memphis Police

- . e

e R ————— S e S e Wt N S T S Ay S e

tion oif Dr

King. nD:rector lolloman ;
hat uﬂ wrote a story
ents ol 1a such as he was i

n his power

Department.
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le: James

Earl Ray _

.

diécussion

_=uhj- office

Director llolloman stated that after his
with has not again called at
for any inlolmi s hor has any story appecarcd.

This document conta'ins neither recommendations
nor conclusions oi the IFBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loancd to your agency; it

and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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=< National Association for the Advancement

APPENDIX
1

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP),

Also known as DBlack Organizing Power,

Afro-American Brotherhood, )
Black Student Association, : ‘ Y
.Invaders,

Lelloyne Intercollegiate Chaptor of the

of Colored People (NAACP),
City Organizers

On April 18, 1968, a third source advised that‘'a black
power group in ilemphis which hasg been in existence for scveral
months has until recently been known as Black Organizing Power.
It is now known as Black Organizing Project (BOP), also known as
Black Organizing Power, with five cells or parts, known as
(1) Afro-American Brotherhood (AAD), primarily consisting
of Owen College Students; (2) Black Student Association (BSA),
primarily consisting of Memphis State University (JSU) Negro
students; (3) LelMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the NAACP,
consisting of Lelloyne College students; (4) the Invaders,
consisting mostly of high school dropouts; and (5) the City
Organizers, comprised of Young adults,

. AA3 has about 12 members; DSA has about 20 members ;
the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about
20 members; and the City Organizers has about 20 members.

Source three advised that the S0p attempts to create™—— _
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and
obtain more employment for Young Negroes.

Thé'Executive,Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne
Cabbage. b _ -
On February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage

personally acknowledge being lcader of BOP, claiming he

is the impetus of black pover in Memphis, Tennessee, and

that BOP's purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes a
sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness,
.He said his group follows the teachings ot "Student Nonviolent

_ APPENDIX i
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2 APPENDIX

Coordinating Committce (SNCC) leaders II, Rap Brown and
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily cxist '
as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted hc had made
statements such as "Memphis should be burncd" and "Memphis
should have a good race riot," but claimed he did not mean
“— these statcments literally, meroly cndeavorirg. to shock the
community into doing something to help the black race.

On February 27, 1968, a fourth sourcc advised
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the LOP
Chairman John Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "Ve've
got to do some fighting," and "You'd better get some guns,

You'ro going to need them before this is over.
your way out," '

You can 't pray

7 On June 6, 1968, the fow th source advised that LOF

i primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race

and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting
violence by blacks. The over-all plan of COP, according to
source four, is to scare the Memphis community leaders, both: |
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as

a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial
violence. Source four said that BOP:is more interested in
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless
preaching violence in an effort to. scare the community.

. APPENDIX
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FD«32) (Rev, 1]-29-61)
UNITED STATES Dk 'MENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU VESTIGATION
Memphig, Tonnossce - "

November 31, 12GB

Vs , - Title James Earl Yay, Aka.;

i Dr. Vartin Luther King, Victim

iyt - ' ; Character (Ciyil Rights - Conapiracy

L Reference  Yomorandum dated iovembor 21, 19¢8,
it and captioned ns above.

o - All sources (except any listed belbw) whose ldentities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable

information in the past.

This documen! conlainn neitler recommendalions nor conclusions cf the FBL. 11 Is the properiy
of the FBI and is lcan«d to Your agency; il und lis contents are nol 1o be distiributed outs.ds

. Your sgency.




