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Interview of Richard E. Long

Mr. Richard E. Long was interviewed at hla aft'ice on Decenober
30, 1976 by James R. Rizckhefer. Mr. Long waa the Headquarter's
Supervisor for the MURKEI investigation in 1968, pperating freo the
Civil Rights Unit ol the General Investigatlve Division. Mr. Long
18 presently Assistant Director of the Flnance and Persoannel Division
of the FBI. ;

Long asdvised that he was assigned the MURKTNG investigatlion
because he had geographlcal responsibllity for the Me~phis Field
Office. On April 5, L)hB, he and the Chlef of the ivil Rights
Sectlon, Clem McGowun,went to see Assistant Director Alex Resen
regarding the {nvestiration. Rosen inquired as to how Long wvould
maintain a "tickler system." Long at a later time explained o Rosen
how his tickler aystem would be rormed and utilized. Long stated that
he raintalned the system with approximately 35 key classification.
This system was retained in addition to the MURKII file.

long stated that each day’ there were prepared for the Diresctor
two dally reports, one in the morning (9:00 am.) and ocae in the
afterncon (1:00 pm.). ' He was assisted in these reports by Sugervisor
Frank Hadson and Dick Dates of the Civil Rights Unit who would read
the incoming teletypes with him. TLong and Bill Martindale would then
prepare the memo for the Director. The” memo would be forwardsd to
McGowan for signature, then to James Malley, then to Rosen, end then
to Deloach. These were only reportsa of the current irnvestiga-ion and
did not contaln recoumendations, said Long.

ILong sald that DeLoach would offer many suggestions. If a ratter
of importance was recelved, Deloach would be called by telep:oce.
long advised that there were no limitations or restrictlons on the
investigation. However, this case was handled in a somewhet dirferent
manner because Headquartera had responsibility for th= conduct of the
cage. GCenerally, the office ol' origin (Memphis) had this respoasibility
and would provide Headquarters with up-to-date reports on a case.
Long saild that he was instructed to use all manpower he felt
necessary to complete a full investigation of the assassination.

long related a story told him by Rosen regurdirg the search of
fingerprint fugltive riles. Rosen sald that the Director believed,

after some polnt in the javestigatlon, that the assassin was 8
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fugitive and recomended a search of appropriate f|les. Slnce the

thumb print taken from an Atlayty mp Lfound at Galt's vacated roop
in ALlunta had a unique "ulner loop" and was & very clear print,

this was used 1n the search of the fugitive files. The first 100
Jackets of the file contalneq Ray's identity, and th

Regarding the directives from Héndquarters, Long adviseq that
they were standard procedure {1 g 1aJor case. [ stressed that
becunse of the jmportance of the case shorter de
Agulin, Lorg added this Was a massive Investigation without restrictions,
Long believes thls was g complete, highly responsible and Successful

investigation by the FBI. unti} Ray was apprehended, there was a2y
hour supervision at FBI Headquarters,

Long stressed that the FBI was Very concerned with Ray's source
of funds, and belleves that Ray committeq Sone type of erime to
finance himselr, Long believes that Ray was a strong racist an
used the €xample of Ray not attending a softball Szme at the LUS50uri.
--ptate Penitentiary 1p blacks were even in attendance. Long explained
that the Ray family was intervieweq flumerous times, but stated the
Bureau was uncertain as to thé’ieracity of any family members,
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