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FEI-King Section 43, Serial 3627, Atlanta report of 5/17/68, 50 ppe

Not much. Idttle on Garner, rooming house, some interview
reports with Cprtis.

Garmer, who stayed drunk, thought he hadabeen secn inMustang by young man.

Twice glven whiskey by Ray. Ray could hgve thought it good idea but also indicative
of sousone telling him where to go and how to conduct himself,
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. AT 44-2386

ADMINISTRATIVE :

Rerep sets forth check of various agencles pre-
viously conducted with negative results. Upon determination
by Bureau on 4/19/68, that subJect of this case 1s JAMES
EARL RAY, these agenciles were appreoprlately rechecked, that
i1s, alrlines, banks, birth, city and telephone directories,
credit, arrest, car rentals, drivers license, danclnyg
schools, hotels, INS, laundries, motels, public utilities,
MVB, Selective Service, public transportation other than
alrlines, labor unions, and criminsl and raclal informants.

In addition, the authors of want ads appearling
in the metropolitan Atlanta newspager reused cars for sale
during the period 3/24-4/5/68, were contacted, all 1ook-
allke complaints resolved through Interview, appropriate
agency checks and neighborhood investigation where
warranted.

The foregolng efforts proved negative and results
are not being set forth in thils repgort. Results of each
inquiry appear in Atlanta file in appropriate form.

Coples of this report for the United States
Attorneys at Birmingham and Memphls are included with coples
for those offices, but not marked as such. Dissemination
to be held in abeyance pending Bureau instructions.

With reference to interviesws of RAYMOND LOUIS
CURTIS, this indlvidual stated he would not testily to
the information he furnished because he feared for his
life. . It 1s noted that CURTIS furnished the same information
to the national news media.
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FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATICAN

Date )'Lp.r:l‘L 30: 1968

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, 107 - 14th Streect, N.E,,
Atlanta, Georgla, was intes ici:ed at his place of employment,
I namieecer P TEADERCEEINe, Atlanh,

e

At the outcet of the interview, GARNER acknowledged
. that he had been on a prolonged "drunk" since about Friday,
April 19, 1968, and was at the time of the interview in the
throes of a "terrific hangover," that TR
4 g8 he has from time i gone on drinking spraes
for perlods lasting several days in duratisn,

GARNER at this time acknowledged that he was
previously on one of his "drunks" from a period beginning
, about March 22, 1968 through about March 30, 1968 which
-dncluded the first weelk that the man known to him as ERIC S.
| GALT resided at the rooming house operated by GARNER at
113 - 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia.

' GARNER sald that despilte his being in the throes

of a "hangover" resulting from his most recent drinking
binge, he now felt able to again reecount his recoslleations
of his contacts with "GALT"., CARMER provided the following
information: ' g

: GARNER began drinking in his room at 107 - 14th
Street about Friday, 'March 22, 1968. On Sunday afternson,
before darkness (exact-time unknown but pozsibly between-
3:00 and 4:00 p.m.) the man whom he later knew as ERIC S.
GALT appeared at GARNER's door. GARNER sald he now believes
the door to hls room was open, and that he (GARNER) was
s1tting in a chair in his roofi in a drunken condition.
GARNER recalls that "GALT" inquired regarding obtaining

a single room. At the time the rooming houze at 113 -
14th Street, N.E. had been closed for sometire possibly
thiree or four weeks, This rooming housc had bcen closed
because 1t had becomz "infested with 'hippics'" and bthe
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only way he could get them to move from the rooming house was
;to closc it up. Vhen "GALT" asked for a single rocm, there

‘'was no single room avallable in tho rooming house at 107 - 1bth
Street, N.E, so he decided to put "GALT" in the rooming house at
113.- 14th Street, N.E. Accordingly, "GALT" was the first
roomer in this rooming house for several weeks.

GARNER now recalls that "GALT" produced a partly
consumed quart or fifth size bottle of vodka. This bottle-was
Bguare in shape but the brand name ‘could nst be recalled, He
believes he may have had a drink with "GALT" in his (GARNER's)
room at 107 - 1l4th Street, N,E, after which he accompanied
M"GALT" to the rooming houzsc.next door where he showed "GALT"
room number 2. When "GALT" stated that thec room was quite
small, GARNER opened the door connecting with room number 4
whilch is utillzed normally as a storage room and which s no
windows,  GARNER told "GALT" he could use the connectinz room
and 8t this time there was some mention made that "GALT"
would put his television set on the q es¥k .in room numnber 4
as well as other articles belongirg to "GALT", GARNER recalls
that the connecting door i1s equipped with a hasp and padloclc
and’ that he (CGARNER) upon unlocking and opening this door,
replaced the padlock, (inlockcd) on Lhe hasp.. GARNER said he
did not see the television or other i1tems belonging to "GALT"
at this time and has no clear reccllection of ever seeing any
of "GALT's" possession.prior to "GALT's" departure from this
address. .

GARNER 'also recalls that "GAIT" left the partly
consumed bottle of vodka with GARMER and that after showing
"GALT" to his room, GARNER returned to 107 - 14th Street, N.E,
where- he continued to drink.

h g - He sald the vodka bottle.was undoubtedly thrown
away in the trash.

GARNER states that he 1 unable to rzcall any of the
conversations he may have had with "GALT." When speeifilcally
sked whether "GALT" had stated how he happened to pick Lhis
particular rooming house; where he had come from; whether nz
’hod made ‘ingquiries about places to eat, laundry and drycleaning
fédcilities or service to hils automablle, GARNER sald he cannot

-- recall any conversation concerning these or similar matters.
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“He reiteraied that his contzcet with NGALT" on this cceasicn is very
hazy because of his intoxicated condition,

: " At this point, GARNER stated that infowmation provicusly
provided to Agents congernirg having obtained "GALT's"Y sdiee Al
the time of initial contact was probzbly erronepus becausc ha
now recalls that he did not have "GALT" write his name at thkis
time -but that this was done a weex later on March 31, 1968, when
“GALT" paid GARNER for a second vieek's rent in advance,

GARNER said that he continued his drinking artivitics
on. throvgh the week of March 24, 1962.and did not Legin to
gober up until the following weekend. He cannct cleavly rocall
any of his actions during this weck but bas a hazy recollestion
of going to "GALT's'' xoom atl 113 - l4th Street, N.E. ahouy
Tuesday night and of again having sonc drirks with "GALT" in ikis
room; He states that.he cannot recall any of the coaversatbicns
with "GAIT" at this time and he doas not yacall observing ary of fuw
jtems that might have been in rcom mmber 2. I does noh recall
why he happened to go to the rocom buf suspected that bz may kave
bsea '"chocking the building" and just dropped in Lo visit with
"GALT " when he discovered Le vas in the room, He believes this
was Tuesday night, March 26, 1268, but is not suxre of this.

CARNER also siatad that souotima during dne Livsd wael
possibly cxn Vednesday, he recalls waiking acress ike sirced Tren
his residenca.%o Post2l Sub geation C for the purpess ol buging

scne eavelspss, He said that ko was 541l in A druskszn

condition but. hazily recalls encountering a young nan approsinakalr

20 years of agse in fyont of the Post Oifico who sdbezsad CARMER

by name. This unkaown individunal askod GARNER o qu stion to fha.
cifeat "Tho was the man X. Sav you gith last night ia ke

white Mustapng?" GAFMER said this suggested to hin thet ke had
possibly goue with '"GALT" scaewhere. in SGALT's " aubonobile whaile
he (GAMIER) was dead druni bub alihough he kas tried to racall
such an isciden®, be cannot rocaldt ever Being in VCALT'sM cux.
GARWER was sPecifisallyquestioned at this pairk as fo whather ks
has any {riends ox agquainiances residing.in the vielaily ol
Iighland View Siveet, Ponce de Ison Terrace apd Bavaedt Shyoat,

N.E. GADRIER said that ke did not know anyone in that rajzblaehood
and canmos recall having visitsd 4haty neighbrhond o 2y ouoaEing

in the rocent past,
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