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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum ;

TO . * SAC, CLEVELAND DATE: 3/28/68 - i i
. B
; a i

SAC, MEMPHIS (170-98) (P)

SUBJECT: REV, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR,
SM - C

(00: Memphig)

For the information of receiving offices,
Rev, JAMES MOXRIS LAWSON, JR,, male Negro, currently
resides 653 Alston, Memphis, Tenrnessee, and is pastor
of the Centecnary Mcethodist Church, now located 584
East McLemore, Memphis, Tennessece,

Records of U, S, District Court, Cleveland,
Ohlo, revealed that on 4/25/51 Rev, JAMBRS MORRIS LAWSON, JR,,
was convicted in U, S, District Court, Cleveland, on
4/25/51 and sentenced by Wonorahle CHARLES J. MC NAMEE,
U, S, District Judge, to imprisonment for three years
for violation of the Selective Service Act of 1948,
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The "Washington News,'" of April 26, 1958,
under a Cleveland date line of 4/26/58, stated that
JAMES LAWSON, then a 22-year.old pre-ministerial student,
had on that date been sentenced to three years in
Federal Prison despite the plea of Methodist Church officials;
that the Methodist Board of Foreign Missions had told
Judge MC NAMEE it planned to send LAWSON, then a student at
Baldwin-Wallace College, to Africa or India as a missionary,
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ME 170-.98
. LAWSON 13 described as follows:
¢
Name JAMES MOHRIS LAWSON, JR,
Born: Uniontown, Pennsylvania,
, 9/22/28

Ik fght ¢ 5'10"
Weight: 180 1bs,
Race; - Negro
Hairs Black
Hyens Maroon
Complexton: Light RBrown
Fbl Ho,: Gbaﬁllh

The followiag i3 a characterization of
LAWEON »

2 first souree
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b A s 2L oon A Redv)eby pantldineuss lon on Hunday,

April 30, 1967, Rev, JAWKS MORR IS LAWSON, JR,, Negro male,
p2ator of the Centepary Mothodist Church, Mamphis, and

who had broen a lesdexr in the April, 1967, demonstrations

in Memphis opposing United Statces policy in Vietnam,

was asked by Panelist CLARX PORTEOUS, "Press.Scimitar'
ncwspaper reporter, if ho, LAWSON, was a Communist, LAWSON
replied that he was not a momher of the Communist Party
(CP) but he felt that the Communist program had many good
points and had much to offer the Unifed States,
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A second sourcc (GEEEEEEEETTETEEN ady ised that
Rev, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR,, was one of the original - ’
founders of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committeeo
(SNCC) 1inm 1960 and has since that time been considered as
a leader in the so-called nonviolent tactics and source
recalled that constsantly during April, May, June and July,
1967, LAWSON regularly participated as a leader in demonstra-

tions in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam,

a third source
e i a 2 o] { .- _‘-. 0 X W .\ - " B,
P g to leaye the United States at New York, New Yor
March 28, 1968, to go to Belgium, Germany and to Prague,
Czechoslovakia, where he was to be a delegate to a »
Christian Peace Conference,
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On March 8, 1968, fHanren o e QSIS o+ e
advised that during the twleyis on program,
TH3 Conference," on sunday, Maich 3, 1968, at 12:30
P.m,, on WHOQ-TV, Channel 13, Mea phis, Tennessee,
lev, JAMES wriis LAWSON, JR., was interviewed by a news
pancl consisting of JIM EVANS, UPI Bureau Chief, Memphis;
CIA RK PORTEOUS, voteran repnrter for the Memphis "Press-
Scimltar'; apy by DON STEVENS, News Director, WHBQ-TV,
In xesiponga to a question by CLARK PORTROUS regarding
the Memphia Ganitation Strike, which hegan 2/12/68,
VAWSON staled that he was a lesder in Support of the.
slrike, which 14 belng suprorted by the Mumphis
Ministerial Alliance, YOLTEMS siked LIWSON if his
grouvp planosd {g bring gay "hlack rover" hoys into the
Strike actilvity, LAWSON ttated Lhat the group wag
bringing in the "black power" boys ag the group wanted
a "wnited front, v ‘

In reaponse to a auestion hy both STHVENS
and POINTKO S tegavding the poszible leporting of
ontaiders jnto Memphis, LAwSON replicd that he definitely
wvanted to bring in such People as MARTIN LUTHKR KING, JR,,
of the Southern Christian Leadarship Conlerence ( SCLC) ;
2nd when aaked about STOKKLY CARMICHAEL of the SNCC
heing hrought in, 1.AWSON replied that he had known
CARMICHARL for eight years and 1elt that CARMICHAEL was
doing much to unify Negroes all over the eastern seaboard
and that 1if it wag hecessary to insure a united Negro
effort in Memphls, he, LAWSON, would bring CARMICHAKL
Lo Memphis, LAWSON blamed the "bad Judgment and actions
of the Memphis Police Department” for all the trouble thua
far in connection with the sanitation workers strike which
started February 12, 1968,
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(The above sources utilized in the characterization
of Hev, LAWSON should be protected whem this informat ion
is used in cGrmunicat ions,)

For the information of receiving offices, the
Sanitatlon workers strike in Memphis continues,
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] it had €n ascert
AT been made fronm the
«y Church Phone; 946- phone s
January and February, 1968. These calls

nafter by Field Division in alphabetical
ted as follows: .

_CLEVELANDJ OHIO DIVISION:

Date of Call Place Called

"'-"‘—“““-“---—~........ e

1/10/68 Cleveland, Ohio, Phone No,
216-921..4179

1/10/68 "

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI DIVISION;

Date of Calil Place Calleq
1/29/68 Jack son, Miss,, Phone No,
601-982-4242
1/31/68 Jackson, Miss,, Phone No,
601-982-4242 :
/
KNOXV ILLR DIVISION; ;
e 1
Date of Call Place Called |
1/12/68 Charleston, Tenn, (Bradley County)
Phone No, 615-336-2641; o £
2/1/68 Charleston, Tenn, (Bradley unty)
Phone No, 615-336-2648;
2/26/68 Chnrleston, Tenn.(Bradley unty)
| Phone No, 615-336-2648; '
2/3/68 Cleveland, Temn,, .|
Phone No, 472-5411 L
|
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HEW T0WE DIVISION:

[P P e

Iate qjmpall_

——

1/28/68
1/29/68
1/28/68
2/19/68

OMAMA DIVIHION:

B e e B e B e i e o B e o Bt

Date of Call

[ S O SIS

1/22/68

WASHINGTON F1ELD DAV ISXOH ¢

e e L SRR WP M NS T S S e

e

1/29/68

1/29/68

MEMPHIS DIVISION

Numher Called

e L e s s

New York, N.Y,, 212..233-0536

New York, N,Y,, 212-233-0536

New York, N,Y,, 212-233.0613

New York, N,Y,, 212..870.2397

Place (Called

L T R A T sy

iz Moines, lowa, Phone No,
515-283-1991

Place Called

D M S PP

Washington, D,C,, Phone No,
202..387.7445

Washlington, D, C,, Phone No,
202..483-4742

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSKE

w—‘-‘—“—‘-ﬁ———-—‘l—l

Dato of Call
1/23/68
1/26/68
1/26/68
1/26/68

1/29/68 :
AT JACKSON, TRNNESSKR

1/23/68

Nurber Called
6152015010
615-291-3106
615-291-6930
615-291-5910
615-291-5910

422-3331
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THE CLEVELAND, JACK:NON, YNOXVILLE, NEW YORK, OMAHA, and

WASHINCTCN FIRLOD DIVESIONS .
Will identify subscribers to the numbers listed

hereinbefore in thelr respective divisions and thereafter

search indices and furnish Memphis with any pertinent

infar retion concerning nubscribers to the telephone numbers

contacted by Rev, LAWHON,

WASHANGRON_FARLD DAYASION
¥ill 2180 rheck records of Pazsport Division,
Washington, D, C., regarding Rev, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, Jit,,
it being noted that he 18 ficheduled to go to Prague,
Crechnslovakia, to leave New York on or @bout 3/28/68.
]

MEMRLS DIVISION
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AT NASIYILLE, TERNLASER

e

Will check the Nashville telephone numbers listed
here inbefore and furnish results to Memphis, '

AT_JACKSON, TENNESSRE

Will check the Jackson telephone number listed
hereinbefore, 422-.3331,




