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d
 a

n
 in

tro
d

u
ctio

n
 b

y M
a

rtin
 L

u
th

e
r K

in
g

. W
ith

 th
e

se
 

m
aterials, Law

son's team
 spread the w

ord that instead of w
aiting 

fo
r th

e
 syste

, Jo
 im

p
ro

ve
 o

r w
a

itin
g

 fo
r d

ivin
e

 in
te

rve
n

tio
n

. 
b
la

cks m
u
st g

e
t th

e
m

se
lve

s to
g
e
th

e
r a

n
d
 n

o
n
vio

le
n
tly fo

rce
 th

e
 

...._
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

;..._
_

_
  

ch
a

n
g

e
s th

e
y. w

a
n

te
d

!-- 
—

 
-

A
fte

r  d
e

vo
tin

g
 th

e
 sp

rin
g

 o
f 1

9
5

8
 to

 F
O

R
 o

rg
a

n
izin

g
, L

a
w

-
so

n
 e

n
ro

lle
d
 in

 V
a
n
d
e
rb

ilt D
ivin

ity S
ch

o
o
l, a

n
d
 co

n
tin

u
e
d
 h

is 
m

issio
n

a
ry w

o
rk p

a
rt-tim

e
. O

n
 T

u
e

sd
a

y n
ig

h
ts, L

a
w

so
n

 le
d

 in
te

-
g
ra

te
d
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 g

ro
u
p
s o

f fifte
e
n
 o

r tw
e
n
ty stu

d
e
n
ts fro

m
 F

isk. 

4
. W

illiam
 R

obert M
iller, M

a
rtin

 L
ather X

ing. Jr. N
ew

 Y
ork: W

ey- 
bright and T

alley, 1968)„ 65-66: Com
m

ercial A
ppeal. 9 A

pril 1969; L
aw

son inter-
view

s. 

R
everend Jam

es M
. L

a
w

so
n

 Jr. a
n

d
 th

e G
o

rh
a

g
e S

tn
ke 1

2
3

 

A
m

e
rica

n
 B

a
p
tist T

h
e
o
lo

g
ica

l S
e
m

in
a
ry. a

n
d
 V

a
n
d
e
rb

ilt, th
e
 

to
p
ics b

e
in

g
 Je

su
s C

h
rist. G

a
n
d
h
i, a

n
d
 n

o
n
v

io
len

t m
e

th
o

d
s o

f 
fighting segregation. Law

son argued that the legal, m
iddle-class 

N
A

A
C

P
 procedures. had been too slow

, and that they needed to 
organize sons dram

aticacti%
ir%

 w
hich w

ould m
ove things faster. 

L
a
w

so
n
's g

ro
u
p
 lie

ra
n
V

e
ir fiist sit-in

s tw
o
 m

o
n
th

s b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 

lu
n
ch

 co
u
n
te

r p
ro

te
st in

 G
re

e
n
sb

o
ro

. N
o
rth

 C
a
ro

lin
a
. w

h
ich

 is 
'g

e
n
e
ra

lly cre
d
ite

d
 w

ith
 to

u
ch

in
g
 o

ff th
e
 so

u
th

e
rn

 sit-in
 m

o
ve

-
m

e
n
t. In

 N
o
ve

m
b
e
r o

f 1
9
5
9
 L

a
w

so
n
 a

n
d
 fo

u
r o

r five
 fro

m
 h

is 
d
iscu

ssio
n
 g

ro
u
p
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 g
o
 in

to
 d

o
w

n
to

w
n
 N

a
sh

ville
. te

stin
g
 

th
e

 se
g

re
g

a
te

d
 lu

n
ch

 co
u

n
te

rs a
n

d
 e

n
g

a
g

in
g

 m
a

n
a

g
e

rs in
 a

 
d
ia

lo
g
u
e
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 d

iscrim
in

a
to

r p
o
licy. T

h
e
se

 sm
a
ll sit-in

s. 
w

h
ich

 n
e

ve
r d

isru
p

te
d

 b
u

sin
e

ss a
n

d
 w

e
re

 e
n

d
e

d
 w

h
e

n
e

ve
r 

m
anagem

ent turned hostile, continued into D
ecem

ber and w
ere 

then suspended for C
hristm

asfand sem
ester exam

inations. B
e-

fore the sit-ins w
ere resum

ed &
 a larger scale, four G

reensboro 
stu

d
e
n
ts re

ce
ive

d
 n

a
tio

n
a
l p

u
b
licity w

h
ich

 cre
d
ite

d
 th

e
m

 w
ith

 
sta

rtin
g
 th

e
 sit-in

 m
o
vtrn

e
n
t o

n
 1

 F
e
b
ru

a
ry 1

9
6
0
. 

. T
h
e
 N

a
sh

ville
 g

ro
u
p
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
 lu

n
ch

co
u
n
te

rs o
n
 F

e
b
-

ruary 13, w
ith a hundred students from

 F
isk, T

ennessee A
. &

 1.. 
a

n
d

 th
e

 A
m

e
rica

n
 B

a
p

tist T
h

e
o

lo
g

ica
l S

e
m

in
a

ry. h
ittin

g
 W

o
o

l-
w

o
rth

. K
re

ss. a
n
d
 M

cC
le

lla
n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 S

a
tu

rd
a
y n

o
o
n
 ru

sh
 

hour. A
ll seats w

ere occupied, m
anagem

ent shut dow
n the coun-

ters, and the sit-in w
as called off w

ithout incident. T
he follow

ing 
S

aturday m
ore than tw

o hundred participated in the sit-ins w
hich 

again shut dow
n lunch counters and drove m

erchants to ask the 
m

a
yo

r fo
r p

o
lice

 a
rre

sts to
 e

n
d
 a

n
y fu

rth
e
r d

e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
s. O

n
 

the follow
ing S

aturday, F
ebruary 27, Law

son's group. aw
are of a 

ch
a

n
g

e
d

 se
n

tim
e

n
t a

t city h
a

ll, h
a

d
 p

re
p

a
re

d
 fo

r th
e

 w
o

rst. A
 

sp
e
cia

l b
a
ttle

 p
la

n
 d

ivid
e
d
 th

e
 3

0
0
 vo

lu
n
te

e
rs in

to
 sm

a
ll g

ro
u
p
s 

ready to replace each shift as it w
as arrested. Law

son's nonviolent 
arm

y provided m
odels of politeness as the%

 took seats at dow
n-

tow
n lunch counters, but their presence w

as enough to provoke 
p
h
ysica

l a
ssa

u
lts b

y e
n
ra

g
e
d
 w

h
ite

 cu
sto

m
e
rs. A

s lo
ca

l p
o
lice

 
m

o
ve

d
 in

 a
n

d
 a

rre
ste

d
 th

e
 d

e
m

o
n

stra
to

rs. o
th

e
r stu

d
e

n
ts to

o
k 
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th
e
ir p

la
ce

s u
n
til e

ig
h
ts h

a
d
 h

e
e
n
 a

rre
ste

d
. th

e
 p

o
lice

 co
u
ld

 
no m

ore into custody. and m
anagem

ent closed the stores 11 uh 
th

is. a
tte

n
tio

n
 h

a
d
 a

t la
st b

e
e
n
 ca

lle
d
 to

 se
g
re

g
a
te

d
 fa

cilitie
s in

 
d
o
ss m

o
w

n
 N

a
sh

ville
 a

n
d
 a

 co
n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
 o

se
r se

g
re

g
a
tio

n
 

folios%
 eci.g 

O
n
 M

o
n
d
a
s m

o
rn

in
g
 M

a
yo

r B
e
n
 W

e
st m

e
t co

n
ce

rn
e
d
 b

lac  
m

in
iste

rs o
f N

a
sh

s ilk in
 th

e
 F

irst B
a

p
tist C

h
u

rth
. se

e
kin

g
 to

 
defend his S

m
ut-171as arrests as an im

partial enforcem
ent 1rf the 

lass. M
ayor W

est explained that after doss m
ow

n m
erchants h.(' 

re
q
u
e
ste

d
 th

a
t b

la
cks sto

p
 sittin

g
 a

t lu
n
ch

 co
u
n
te

rs. a
n
d
 th

e
 

students had refused to m
ove. arrest had been the onl%

 alterna-
tive. B

ut an angry Jim
 LA

U
 son blasted the m

ayor. accusing him
 

o
f u

sin
j th

e
 E

a
ls: a

s.r,"a
_

 g
im

m
ick" fo

r_
p

p
p

re
ssin

g
 p

e
o

p
le

. "T
o

 
.5

ife
i'e

rit o
p

p
re

ssio
n

—  L
a
w

so
n
 sa

id
, "w

e
 a

re
i-to

iirrric
c
to

 s
u
ffe

r 
a

ire
si7

1
1

i. o
r W

e
st re

to
rte

d
, -vo

u
 w

a
n
t to

 sta
rt a

 b
lo

o
d
 b

a
th

.-  
T

h
e
 se

g
re

g
a
tio

n
ists n

a
tu

ra
lly d

ire
cte

d
 th

e
ir h

o
stility to

 th
e
 

o
u

tsid
e

 a
g

ita
to

r fro
m

 O
h

io
. a

n
d

 h
is F

e
llo

w
sh

ip
 o

f R
e

co
n

cilia
tio

n
. 

w
h
ich

 h
a
d
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 th

e
 p

ro
te

sts a
h
e
a
d
 o

f tim
e
. "G

o
d
 fo

rb
id

," th
e
 

lo
ca

l N
a
sh

ville
 B

a
n
n
er e

d
ito

ria
lize

d
, "th

a
t th

e
 D

ivin
ity S

ch
o
o
l o

r 
a
n
y
 o

th
e
r u

n
it o

f V
a
n
d
e
rb

ilt U
n
iv

e
rs

ity
 s

h
o
u
ld

 b
e
c
o
m

e
 th

e
 

sp
a

w
n

in
g

 g
ro

u
n

d
 fo

r a
n

a
rch

y o
r th

e
 h

a
ve

n
 o

f sco
ffla

w
s a

n
d

 
d
istu

rb
e
rs o

f th
e
 p

e
a
ce

 w
h
o
 a

b
u
se

 th
e
 p

rivile
g
e
s o

f stu
d
e
n
t 

e
n
ro

llm
e
n
t a

ffo
rd

e
d
 in

 g
o
o
d
 fa

ith
 a

n
d
 co

n
scie

n
ce

 b
y a

 g
re

a
t 

u
n
ive

rsity.-6  T
h
e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 h

o
p
e
 fo

r p
e
a
ce

fu
l ra

ce
 re

la
tio

n
s. th

e
 

B
a
n
n
er contended, so Icing as V

anderbilt gave Law
son sanctuary

.  
S

in
ce

 th
e
 p

u
b
lish

e
r o

f th
e
 B

a
n
n
e
r h

e
ld

 a
 p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 V

a
n
d
e
r-

bilt board of trustees, it w
as no surprise w

hen U
niversity C

hancel-
lo

r H
a
rvie

 B
ra

n
sco

m
b
 in

siste
d
 th

a
t L

a
w

so
n
 d

e
sist fro

m
 h

is 

5
. In

terv
iew

 w
ith

 R
ev

eren
d
 L

aw
so

n
. 1

5
 F

eb
ru

ary
 1

9
7
3
: W

o
o
d
ro

. 
G

eier, "S
it-in

s P
ro

d
 a G

o
m

m
u
n
io

..-  C
hristian C

fritu
rf 

L
X

X
V

II (3
0

 M
arch

 1
9

6
0

. 
379-382: N

ashville T
enneisean, (28 F

ebruan 19601: N
eu' Y

ork' T
im

es (M
arch 19601 

D
avid H

alberstam
. "A

 G
ood C

ity G
one U

gly," T
he R

eporter X
X

II (31 M
arch 19601 

18. 
6

 N
ash

v
ille B

a
n
n
er, 2

 M
arch

 1
9

6
0

. 

controversial activities: and w
hen Lass son refused to tom

prninise 
h

is p
rin

cip
le

s o
f civil d

iso
b

e
d

ie
n

ce
, h

e
 w

a
s p

ro
m

p
t's d

ism
isse

d
 

fro
m

 th
e
 U

n
ise

rsity. Iro
n
ica

lly th
is se

re
 a

ctio
n
 b

ro
u
g
h
t e

s e
n
 

greater pressure on N
ash' ille segregationists; for the dism

issal so 
a
n
g
e
re

d
 th

e
 fa

cu
lty o

f th
e
 D

ivin
ity S

ch
o
o
l th

a
t th

e
 d

e
a
n
 a

n
d
 

fo
u

rte
e

n
 o

f th
e

 sixte
e

n
 p

ro
fe

sso
rs re

sig
n

e
d

 to
 p

ro
te

st th
e

 e
x-

pulsion of a good student w
h

o
 h

a
d

 inerely follow
ed the di%

 tares of 
his conscience. W

hen the Law
son incident began to reteise na-

tio
n

a
l a

tte
n

tio
n

. th
e

 a
d

ve
rse

 p
u

b
licity co

m
p

o
u

n
d

e
d

 lo
ca

l p
re

s-
su

re
s e

n
o
u
g
h
 to

 fo
rce

 th
e
 U

n
ive

rsity to
 re

scin
d
 its a

ctio
n
 a

n
d
 

m
ake the business com

m
unity accept desegregation.' N

ow
 Law

-
so

n
 h

a
d
 co

n
cre

te
 p

ro
o
f o

f th
e
 e

ffica
cy o

f n
o
n
vio

le
n
t co

n
fro

n
ta

-
tio

n
. It w

a
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e
_
. N

a
stiville

 crisis th
a

t L
a

w
so

n
 h

e
lp

e
d

 o
r-

g
a

n
iz

e
 a

 n
e

w
 d

ire
&

 a
c
tio

n
 g

ro
u

p
, th

e
 S

tu
d

e
n

t N
o

n
v
io

le
n

t 
C

o
o
rd

in
a
tin

g
 C

o
'n

trilitte
e
. fo

r th
e
 p

u
rp

o
se

 o
f e

xte
n
d
in

g
 d

ire
ct 

n
o
n
vio

le
n
t co

n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e
 S

o
u
th

.g
 1

1 - h
e
n
 th

e
 

founding convention of S
N

C
C

 m
et in R

aleigh, N
orth C

arolina. in 
the spring of 1960, Law

son delivered the opening speech to the 
tw

o hundred delegates. H
e cham

pioned the sit-in m
ovem

ent as 
th

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y o

f e
xp

o
sin

g
 th

e
 w

h
ite

 se
g

re
g

a
tio

n
ists' sin

 o
f ra

cia
l 

pride and successfully breaking dow
n racial barriers. U

nlike the 
N

A
A

C
P

:the N
egro church, and interracial agencies. w

hich w
ere 

ca
u
tio

u
s a

n
d
 th

u
s la

rg
e
ly in

e
ffe

ctu
a
l, th

e
 sit-in

 m
o
ve

m
e
n
t to

ld
 

w
h
ite

 fo
lk: "G

e
t m

o
vin

g
.I .T

h
e
P- a

ie
 'a

so
cia

l ch
a

n
g

e
 is io

litIo
is .-."9  

Law
son guided the convettiknft15 -a— iiiie

in
e
riiiirp

iirp
cise

 re
fle

ct-
in

g
 th

e
 p

rin
cip

le
s o

f n
o
n
vio

le
n
t d

ire
ct a

ctio
n
: 

7
. J. R

obert N
elson. "V

anderbilt's T
im

e of T
esting. -  C

hnstsan C
enturt 

L
X

X
V

II (10 A
ugust 19601.921-925: see also item

s on 16.23 M
arch: 13 A

pril. 15. 
2
9
 Ju

n
e 1

9
6
0
. 

8
. P

aul G
ood. "O

dyssey of a M
are—

A
nd a M

en em
ent." N

ru
 lo

th
 Taney 

M
agazin

e (25 Ju
n

e 1
9

6
7

1
. 4

4
; Irv

in
g

 H
o

w
e. "T

h
e F

irst G
en

eratio
n

 o
f S

N
G

C
." 

D
ictum

 X
IV

 (July 19671. 461.462. 
9
. F

rancis L
. B

roderick and A
ugust M

eier teds4N
egro P

rotest T
hought 

in the T
uenlietli C

ersturdIndianapolis: B
obbs-M

errill C
om

pany. 19651, 274-281. 
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B

lock P
astors and L

eaders 

W
e affirm

 the philosophical or religious ideal of non-
violence as the foundation of our purpose. the presupposi. 
d
o
n
 o

f o
u
r faith

. an
d
 th

e m
an

n
er o

f o
u
r actio

n
. N

o
n
-

violence as it grow
s from

 Judaic-C
hristian traditions seeks 

a so
cial o

rd
er o

f ju
stice p

erm
eated

 b
y
 lo

v
e. In

teg
ratio

n
 o

f 
h

u
m

an
 en

d
eav

o
r rep

resen
ts th

e cru
cial first step

 to
w

ard
s 

such a societ%
. 

T
hrough nonviolence. courage displaces fear: lov

e
 

transform
s hate. A

cceptance dissipates prejudice: hope 
ends despair. P

eace dom
inates w

ar; faith reconciles doubt. 
M

utual regard cancels enm
ity. Justice for all overthrow

s 
injustice. T

he redem
ptive com

m
unity supersedes system

s 
of gross social im

m
orality. 

L
ove is the central m

otif of nonviolence. L
ove is the 

fo
rce b

y
 w

h
ich

 G
o
d
 b

in
d
s m

an
 to

 H
im

self an
d
 m

an
 to

 
m

an. S
uch love goes to the extrem

e; it rem
ains loving and 

forgiving even in the m
idst of hostility. It m

atches the 
capacity of evil to inflict suffering w

ith an even m
ore en-

during capacity to absorb evil, all the w
hile persisting in 

love. 
B

y appealing to conscience and standing on the m
oral 

n
atu

re o
f h

u
m

an
 ex

isten
ce, n

o
n
v
io

len
ce n

u
rtu

res th
e 

atm
osphere in w

hich reconciliation and justice becom
es ac-

tual possibilities.'° 

D
espite L

aw
son's role in conceiving S

N
C

G
, he did not as-

su
m

e th
e lead

ersh
ip

 o
f th

e n
ew

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
 as so

m
e h

ad
 ex

-
p
ected

 b
u
t d

ecid
ed

 to
 co

m
p
lete th

e w
o
rk

 fo
r h

is th
eo

lo
g
ical 

d
eg

ree. B
o
sto

n
 U

n
iv

ersity
 h

o
n
o
red

 all o
f h

is earlier acad
em

ic 
cred

its an
d
 g

ran
ted

 h
im

 a b
ach

elo
r o

f th
eo

lo
g
y
 after o

n
ly

 a 
sum

m
er's residence. R

eturning S
outh. L

aw
son accepted a pasto-

rate of S
cott M

ethodist C
hurch in S

helbyville. T
ennessee. w

here 
fo

r tw
o

 y
ears h

e serv
ed

 h
is co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 an

d
 su

p
erv

ised
 th

e 

10. Ibid., 273-271. 

R
ezerend Jam

es M
. L

aw
son Jr a

n
d
 th

e G
art%

agf 
So-dur 	

127 

construction of th
eir n

ew
 ch

ur ch edifice. T
hen in 1962 his bishop 

prom
oted him

 to a m
uch lat ger urban church in M

em
phis. tit%

 
w

hich b%
 now

 had grow
n to m

ore than half a m
illion residents. 

C
en

ten
ary

 M
eth

o
d
ist C

h
u
rch

 in
 M

em
p
h
is d

ated
 h

ack
 to

 
1866, w

hen R
eserend L

. H
aw

kins. a w
hite northern M

ethodist 
p
asto

r, h
ad

 g
ath

ered
 a b

lack
 co

n
g
reg

atio
n
 an

d
 b

u
ilt th

em
 a 

ch
u
rch

 an
d
 free sch

o
o
l."T

h
o
u
g
h
 C

en
ten

ar%
 receiv

ed
 a b

lack
 

m
inister the follow

ing %
ear. it retained its affiliation w

ith the w
hite 

n
o
rth

ern
 M

eth
o
d
ist C

h
u
rch

 an
d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 as o
n
e o

f th
e m

o
re 

in
tellectu

al N
eg

ro
 ch

u
rch

es in
 M

em
p
h
is. O

v
er th

e %
ears th

e 
m

em
b
ersh

ip
 g

rew
 to

 m
o
re th

an
 six

 h
u
n
d
red

: an
d
 w

h
ile th

e 
congregation included w

elfare recipients as w
ell as black profes-

sionals, the services w
ere m

iddle-class w
ith dignified hym

ns and 
n

o
 "am

en
 co

rn
er." In

d
eed

. L
aw

so
n

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 

so
m

ew
h

at to
o

 'in
g

ro
w

n
 an

d
 co

m
fo

rtab
le:" b

u
t th

ey
 w

ere n
o

t 
unw

illing to support his civil rights activism
 in M

em
phis." 

L
aw

son joined the local N
A

A
C

P
 and urged the leaders to 

dopt m
assive C

onfroaatiO
T

ri_pb:litia; but to his dism
ay, only tw

o 
P

 board m
em

bers—
attorney A

. W
. W

illis and banker Jesse 
T

u
rn

er—
 w

ere read
y

 to
 m

o
v

e in
 th

is d
irectio

n
. T

h
e M

em
p

h
is 

clergy 	
a
n
sth

 p
o
 

m
ight adm

ire L
a
w

so
n
's b

rillia
n
c
e
_
ig

 rth
e
rn

 a
c
c
e
n
t. 

but m
ost w

ere not ready forth did of direct m
ass 	

at w
as 

to take place in the B
irm

ingham
 S

 	
cam

paign the next year. 

S
o L

aw
iO

n joined M
artin L

uther K
ing in A

labam
a that spring as 

an S
C

L
C

 staff m
em

ber and conducted training sessions for the 
volunteers w

ho joined the nonviolent crusade. It w
as L

aw
son w

ho 
d

rafted
 th

e p
led

g
e card

 w
h

ich
 ev

ery
 v

o
lu

n
teer sig

n
ed

 b
efo

re 
m

arching for the m
ovem

ent." L
aw

son returned hom
e exuber-

ant after the desegregation vicuagi . ri B
irm

ingham
. and im

patient 

to
 im

p
lem

en
t d

irect actio
n
 tactics in

 M
em

p
h
is. In

 h
is S

u
n
d
ay

 

1
1
. M

em
phis P

ost. 4 Januarc. 10 Jul. 1867 

1
2
. L

aw
son interview

s. 
1
3
. M

artin L
uther K

ing. Jr., W
M

, W
r C

an't W
arr (N

eu
 Y

ork: H
arper 

and R
ow

, 1964). 63-64. 
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serm
o
n
 "W

h
y
 A

re D
em

o
n
stratio

n
s E

ssen
tial?" L

aw
so

n
 d

e-
n
o
u
n
ced

 lo
cal b

lack
 lead

ersh
ip

's slav
ish

 d
ep

en
d
an

ce o
n
 n

eg
o
tia- 

tio
n
. "W

e can
n
o
t ch

an
g
e 3

5
0
 tears o

f so
cial ev

il b
%

 n
eg

o
tiatin

g
 

onlY
.-  h

e said
. "W

e n
eed

 a rev
o

lu
tio

n
 in

 A
m

erica--a rev
o

lu
tio

n
 o

f 
th

e in
n
er m

an
,-  a rev

o
lu

tio
n

 w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e to

 b
eg

in
 w

ith
 th

e 
it 	

p
ro

cess o
f sen

sitizin
g

 w
h

ite M
em

p
h

ian
s. H

u
m

an
 n

atu
re so

 re- 
sisted

 ch
an

g
e. L

aw
so

n
 said

, th
at o

n
h

 th
e sh

o
ck

 o
f b

o
y

co
tts an

d
 

d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e an
y
 im

p
act. T

h
ese tactics. h

e w
as  

quick to assure his congregation, w
ere w

 holh w
ithin the C

hristian 
an

d
 A

m
erican

 trad
itio

n
s. "D

em
o

n
stratio

n
s are v

ery
 o

ld
," h

e ex
- 

p
lain

ed
. "M

o
ses u

sed
 th

em
 b

y
 p

lacin
g

 b
lo

o
d

 o
n

 th
e d

o
o

r o
f th

e 
ch

o
sen

 o
n

es; Jerem
iah

 u
sed

 th
em

 b
y

 w
earin

g
 w

o
o
d
en

 an
d
 iro

n
 

y
o
k
es w

h
ile m

arch
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e street; Jesu
s C

h
rist u

sed
 th

em
 

as w
ell as earlier am

erican
s—

,T
h

o
m

as P
ain

e an
d

 th
e p

articip
an

ts 
in ttL

e_B
oston T

ea P
arty21-4

----  - - 
L

aw
son'toid

-his-M
ethoclist congregation that M

em
phis could 

n
o
t b

e allo
w

ed
 to

 satisfy
 itself w

ith
 its to

k
en

 d
eseg

reg
atio

n
. W

h
y
, 

ev
en

 w
ith

in
 th

eir o
w

n
 d

en
o
m

in
atio

n
 N

eg
ro

es w
ere tu

rn
ed

 aw
ay

 
fro

m
 th

e city
's M

eth
o

d
ist H

o
sp

ital b
y

 its w
h

ite ad
m

in
istrato

rs. 
W

h
en

 L
aw

so
n

 h
ad

 co
m

p
lain

ed
 o

f th
is p

o
licy

 to
 w

h
ite M

eth
o

d
ist 

m
in

isters, th
ey

 d
en

ied
 h

av
in

g
 an

y
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f it. "It is n
o
t th

at 
th

ey
 d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

,-
  L

aw
so

n
 ch

arg
ed

; "th
e%

 ju
st d

id
n
't care."" N

o
r 

d
id

 th
e w

h
ite sch

o
o
l b

o
ard

 care. M
o
st b

lack
s still atten

d
ed

 seg
re-

g
ated

 h
ig

h
 sch

o
o

ls so
 o

v
ercro

w
d

ed
 th

at d
o

u
b

le sh
ifts w

ere re-
quired to accom

m
odate them

; and w
hites w

ent to school a full day 
in

 less cro
w

d
ed

, lily-w
h

ite class-ro
o

m
s. D

em
o

n
stratio

n
s co

u
ld

 
sto

p
 th

is k
in

d
 o

f d
iscrim

in
atio

n
, L

aw
so

n
 in

sisted
; an

d
 to

 m
ak

e h
is 

p
o
in

t, h
e o

rg
an

ized
 a p

ro
test m

o
v
em

en
t ag

ain
st th

e city
 sch

o
o
l 

sy
stem

. F
irst h

e led
 an

 o
fficial N

A
A

C
P

 d
eleg

atio
n
 to

 th
e b

o
ard

 to
 

d
em

an
d

 in
teg

ratio
n

 as a m
ean

s o
f elim

in
atin

g
 sp

lit sh
ifts in

 b
lack

 
h

ig
h

 sch
o

o
ls; th

en
 h

e m
o

b
ilized

 alm
o

st six
 h

u
n

d
red

 su
p

p
o

rters to
 

p
ick

et th
e d

o
w

n
to

w
n

 real estate o
ffice o

f th
e sch

o
o

l b
o

ard
 p

resi- 

14, T
n-State D

efender. 5
 A

u
g

u
st 1

9
6

3
. 

1
5

. M
e

m
p

h
is W

orld. 3
 A

u
g

u
st 1

9
6

3
. 

d
en

t. "M
arch

 w
ith

 jo
y
,-  h

e cried
 to

 h
is p

eo
p

le. 'ev
ery

 strid
e w

e 
L

ak
e is a strid

e to
w

ard
s freed

o
m

.'" 
D

esegregation rem
ained a m

ajor concern for L
aw

son; it w
as 

a cau
se fo

r w
h

ich
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 L
ak

e to
 th

e streets w
h

en
ev

er w
h

ites 
seem

ed
 p

articu
larly

 slo
w

 to
 [H

o
v

e to
w

ard
s a n

o
n

-d
iscrim

in
ato

ry
 

sy
stem

. B
u

t th
e p

ro
b

lem
s o

f p
o

v
erty

 b
eg

an
 to

 tak
e u

p
 m

o
re an

d
 

m
o
re o

f h
is tim

e, as h
e accep

ted
 th

e ch
airm

an
sh

ip
 o

f M
em

p
h
is 

A
rea P

ro
ject—

S
o

u
th

, an
 arm

 o
f th

e fed
eral w

ar o
n

 p
o

v
erty

." 
M

A
P

—
S

o
u

th
 so

u
g

h
t to

 raise th
e stan

d
ard

 o
f li%

 in
g

 in
 an

 in
n

er-
city area w

here 35,000 black residents w
ere in econom

ic distress. 
W

ith an annual budget of S
190.000, and a staff of tw

eh e full-tim
e 

an
d

 fifty
 p

art-tim
e w

o
rk

ers, L
aw

so
n

 fo
u

n
d

 jo
b

s fo
r th

e u
n

em
-

p
lo

y
ed

. p
ro

tested
 h

o
u

sin
g

 co
d

e v
io

latio
n

s o
f lan

d
lo

rd
s, an

d
 in

-
fo

rm
ed

 th
e p

eo
p
le ab

o
u
t av

ailab
le h

ealth
 an

d
 w

elfare serv
ices. 

T
een

ag
ers w

ere h
ired

 to
 p

ain
t atd

 rep
air h

o
m

es o
w

n
ed

 In
 th

e 
elderly poor. R

esidents w
ere organized into block clubs to discuss 

th
eir p

ro
b

lem
s an

d
 th

e n
eed

 fo
r u

n
itin

g
 b

lack
s to

 p
ressu

re lo
cal 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
to

 p
ro

v
id

in
g
 a fair sh

are o
f city

 jo
b
s." 

W
hite critics accused L

aw
son of being an agitator. of search-

in
g
 fo

r th
e issu

e w
h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 p
ro

d
u
ce a co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
 crisis an

d
 

significant m
ovem

ent tow
ards elim

ination of poverty and racism
. 

A
nd they say,  he found his issue on 12 F

ebruary 1968 w
hen 1.300 

M
em

p
h
is: garbage collectors w

ent out on strike, seeking equitable 
p

ay
 an

d
 reco

g
n

itio
n

 o
f th

eir u
n

io
n

, th
e A

m
erican

 F
ed

eratio
n

 o
f 

S
tate, C

o
u

n
ty

, an
d

 M
u

n
icip

al E
m

p
lo

y
ees. R

ev
eren

d
 L

aw
so

n
 

could use the strike to unite the local black com
m

unity w
hich had 

just been badly split by a m
ayoral election in w

hich m
ore than half 

the black com
m

unity had repudiated A
. W

. W
illis, a black candi- 

16. T
rt-State D

efender. 7 S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 1

9
6

3
; to

ke
n

 d
e

se
g

re
g

a
tio

n
 h

a
d

 
b

e
g

u
n

 in
 th

e
 fa

ll o
f 1

9
6

1
 w

ith
 th

irte
e

n
 first g

ra
d

e
rs a

tte
n

d
in

g
 fo

u
r w

h
ite

 sch
o

o
ls. 

1
7

. L
a
w

so
n
 a

lso
 to

o
k a

n
 a

rrive
 sta

n
d
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 w
a
r. tra

ve
l-

in
g
 to

 In
d
o
c
h
in

a
 w

ith
 a

 F
O

R
 le

a
rn

 in
 1

9
6

5
 a

n
d

 p
a

rticip
a

tin
g

 in
 th

e
 se

ta
 fe

w
 

M
e

m
p

h
is p

e
a

ce
 m

a
rch

e
s, M

e
m

p
h

is W
o

rld
. 26 June 1965: T

ri-S
tate D

efender. 3
0
 

A
p
ril 1

9
6
6
. l8

. M
e
m

p
h
is P

ress-Seroator, 1
1

 S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 1

9
6

7
. 
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B

lack P
astors and L

eaders 

d
ate fro

m
 L

au
 so

n
's co

n
g
reg

atio
n
. an

d
 th

ro
w

n
 th

eir su
p
p
o
rt to

 
the w

hite incum
bent is ho failed to h in reelection ann ay. A

 blac 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
 reu

n
ited

 aro
u

n
d

 g
arb

ag
e co

llecto
rs co

u
ld

 co
n

fro
n

t 
the h hire poher structure and produce a crisis. P

his conspiracy 
theory. how

ever. is am
using to R

everend L
aw

son w
ho original'. 

thought the.strike w
ould be quickly settled. R

ather than being a 
tactician w

ho sought problem
s to exploit. L

as. son said, he sim
ply 

resp
o

n
d
ed

 to
 h

u
m

an
 n

eed
. W

h
en

 ask
ed

 to
 h

elp
 th

e strik
in

g
 

w
orkers, he raised m

one. for them
 and pray ed for them

. but did 
n
o
t g

o
 to

 th
e u

n
io

n
 m

eetin
g
s." 

U
n

fo
rtu

n
ate'. M

ay
o

r H
en

ry
 L

o
eb

 co
n

d
em

n
ed

 th
e strik

e as 
illeg

al an
d

 th
reaten

ed
 to

 fire th
e m

en
 if th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t retu

rn
 to

 
w

ork by F
ebruar. 15. W

ith his segregationist record, the inflexi-
ble m

ayor had no black support to lose and never really tried to 
reso

lv
e th

e p
ro

lo
n

g
ed

 lab
o

r d
isp

u
te w

h
ich

 tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 a civ

il 
rights struggle as the black com

m
unity becam

e aw
are of the racial 

aspects of the strike. thanks to M
ayor L

oeb and the indiscrim
inate 

use of the chem
ical M

ace by the police. O
n F

ebruary 23, w
hen a 

police car crow
ded a line of protesting sanitation w

orkers, strikers 
grabbed the bum

per and rocked the car. P
olice officers jum

ped 
out and turned their spray cans on every black in sight, innocent 
b
y
-stan

d
ers, m

in
isters, an

d
 g

arb
ag

e co
llecto

rs alik
e: an

d
 in

 so
 

doing they converted m
oderates to radicals. R

everend H
. R

alph 
Jackson. for one, testified that the M

ace "nearly destroyed in tw
o 

m
inutes m

y self-discipline and a belief in nonviolence that I have 
p
reach

ed
 fo

r 3
0
 y

ears."2° 
A

ngry clergym
en called an em

ergency m
eeting of the Inter-

denom
inational M

inisters' A
lliance, the one organization w

hich 
included all N

egro denom
inations. T

he range of political opinion 

1
9

. Inters ley, w
ith R

m
erend Law

son, 15 F
ebruary 1975: Jim

 B
ishop. 

T
h

e
 D

a
p

 o
f A

la
rm

( 
L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
. fr. (N

e
v. Y

o
rk: G

. P
. P

u
tn

a
m

's S
o

n
s. 1

9
7

1
). 

486.487: P
ress-S

cim
itar. 12. 14 F

ebruary 1968. 
2

0
. N

orm
an P

earlstine. "G
arbage S

trike P
iles up N

egro U
nity," W

all 
S

treet Journal. 8 M
arch 1968. 

R
everend Jam

es A
l. L

aw
son Jr and the G

arbage Stoke 
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represented at this m
eeting_ and the extent to ..hich the I lerg, 

w
ere u

n
ited

 in
 su

p
p

o
rt o

f so
m

e p
ro

test, can
 h

e g
au

g
ed

 h
. th

e 
participation of E

lder B
lair T

 H
unt. one of the citv's oldest and 

m
ost consecrative black m

inisters. In contrast to Jam
es L

aw
son. 

H
u
n
t h

as b
een

 b
o
rn

 in
 1

8
8
7
 in

to
 a tig

h
t-sk

in
n
ed

. u
p
p
er-class-

fam
ily of M

em
phis building contractors and public office hol-

ders. B
rought up in the B

eak- S
treet B

aptist C
hurch. his earliest 

heroes had been preachers. and his tuture am
bition the ininist n 

A
fter attending A

tlanta B
aptist C

ollege, hohe.er. H
unt has di-

v
erted

 fo
r aw

h
ile fro

m
 h

is early
 g

o
al o

f en
terin

g
 th

e ch
u

rch
. 

R
eturning hom

e in 1913. as one of the few
 black M

em
phians w

ith 
a real academ

ic preparation. H
unt took a public school reaching 

position. and w
ithin the course of the next tw

o decades ssorked 
h
is w

ay
 u

p
 to

 th
e to

p
 o

f th
e lo

cal b
lack

 ed
u
catio

n
al sy

stem
. 

becom
ing principal of B

ooker 'T
. N

V
ashinton H

igh S
chool in 

1932.2' 
W

hen H
unt's early interest in the m

inistry revived, he began 
serving as assistant zastor for R

everend T
. 0. F

uller's F
irst B

ap-
tist C

hurch. T
hen in 1921, w

hen the black executives of M
ississippi 

L
ife, a new

 insurance com
pany in the city, organized their ow

n 
C

h
ristian

 C
h
u
rch

, fello
w

 B
ap

tist clerg
y
m

en
 T

. 0
. F

u
ller an

d
 

S
utton E

. G
riggs advised H

unt to accept the call from
 these D

isci-
ples of C

hrist; since it w
as just a part-tim

e m
inister's position. he 

w
ould-still be able to rem

ain in the public schools. O
n this advice. 

H
u

n
t left h

is B
ap

tist faith
 to

 b
eco

m
e E

ld
er o

f th
e M

ississip
p

i 
B

oulevard C
hristian C

hurch, a church w
hose flock of insurance 

executives m
ade it the w

ealthiest congregation per capita in black 
M

em
phis. 

W
hen H

unt asked the w
hite adviser for N

egro congregations 
to instruct him

 in the doctrines of his new
 church. he w

as told, 
"you don't need any book but the B

ible.-  T
he theological differ-

ences betw
een the C

hristian and the B
aptist churches w

ere m
ini-

m
al. T

he founder, A
lexander C

am
pbell, had organized the D

is- 

2
1

. In
te

rvie
w

 w
ith

 E
ld

e
r B

la
ir T

. H
u
n
t, 8

 A
p
ril 1

9
6
9
. 
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B

lo
t* P

a
tte

irt c
rie

d
 L

e
a
d
e
n
 

cip
le

s o
f C

h
rist a

 ce
n
tu

ra
 b

e
fo

re
 in

 W
e
st V

irg
in

ia
. in

 a
n
 e

ffo
rt to

 
re

cla
im

 p
rim

itive
 C

h
ristia

n
ia

 fro
m

 th
e

 m
ire

 o
f th

e
o

lo
g

ica
l d

isto
r-

tion. H
e returned to a literal reading of the B

ible. and interpreted 
the N

ew
 T

estam
ent in the m

anner of the B
aptist C

hurch. em
pha-

sizin
g

 th
e

 L
o

rd
's S

u
p

p
e

r a
n

d
 b

a
p

tism
 b

s im
m

e
rsio

n
. 

A
s a

 p
a
rt-tim

e
 p

a
sto

r w
h
o
 h

e
ld

 a
 fu

ll-tim
e
 jo

b
 a

s a
 p

u
b
lic 

school principal. H
unt felt obliged to grease the political m

achine 
o
f E

. H
. C

ru
m

p
. h

is se
cu

la
r e

m
p

lo
t e

r. It w
a

s e
a

st to
 ra

tio
n

a
lize

 
th

a
t if B

o
ss C

ru
m

p
 o

p
p
o
se

d
 civil rig

h
ts. a

n
d
 h

e
 d

id
, a

t le
a
st h

e
 

w
a
n
te

d
 th

e
 b

la
cks to

 h
a
ve

 d
e
ce

n
t h

e
a
lth

. h
o
u
sin

g
. a

n
d
 re

cre
a
-

tional facilities: and H
unt tried to do tt hat he could for his race by 

w
o
rkin

g
 w

ith
 M

r. C
ru

m
p
 a

s th
e
 B

o
ss's ch

a
m

p
io

n
 a

n
d
 m

a
jo

r 
spokesm

an in the black corm
-flu

n
ks . M

r. C
ru

m
p
 h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 fu

n
d
s 

a
va

ila
b

le
 to

 im
p

ro
ve

 th
e

 p
h

ysica
l p

la
n

t o
f B

o
o

ke
r T

. W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 

H
ig

h
 S

ch
o
o
l. a

n
d
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 city b

o
u
g
h
t h

is sch
o
o
l sta

d
iu

m
 n

e
tt 

lig
h
ts. E

ld
e
r H

u
n
t w

a
s o

ve
rcd

m
e
 w

ith
 g

ra
titu

d
e
: "M

illio
n
 o

f ye
a
rs 

a
g
o
." h

e
 d

e
cla

re
d
 a

t th
e
 d

e
d
ica

tio
n
 ce

re
m

o
n
y. "th

e
 L

o
rd

 lo
o
ke

d
 

d
o
w

n
 a

n
d
 fo

u
n
d
 th

is e
a
rth

 w
ra

p
p
e
d
 in

 d
a
rkn

e
ss a

n
d
 h

e
 sa

id
 le

t 
th

e
re

 b
e

 lig
h

t a
n

d
 th

e
re

 w
a

s lig
h

t. O
u

r city fa
th

e
rs lo

o
ke

d
 d

o
w

n
 

o
n
 th

is sta
d
iu

m
 a

n
d
 fo

u
n
d
 it w

ra
p
p
e
d
 in

 d
a
rkn

e
ss a

n
d
 th

e
y sa

id
 

let there be light, and now
 w

e have these new
 lights and w

e thank 
th

e
m

." E
ld

e
r H

u
n
t e

ve
n
 w

e
n
t so

 fa
r a

s to
 u

rg
e
 th

a
t C

ru
m

p
 b

e
 

n
o

m
in

a
te

d
 fo

r th
e

 v
ic

e
-p

re
s
id

e
n

c
y
 o

f th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s
. 

"T
housands of M

em
phis N

egroes w
ill be happy," he w

rote S
ena-

to
r K

. D
. M

cK
e

lla
r in

 1
9

4
0

. "if yo
u

'll u
se

 yo
u

r in
flu

e
n

ce
 in

 h
a

vin
g

 
M

r. E
. H

. C
rum

p's nam
e presented for V

icc P
resident. P

lease do 
s
o

."" A
 co

m
b
in

a
tio

n
 o

f re
a
lism

 a
n
d
 b

a
sic C

h
ristia

n
 p

e
ssim

ism
 

a
b

o
u

t th
e

 ch
a

n
ce

s fo
r w

o
rld

ly p
ro

g
re

ss e
n

a
b

le
d

 E
ld

e
r H

u
n

t to
 

accom
m

odate a political m
achine w

hich denied his race equality. 
H

is
 e

lo
q

u
e

n
t s

e
rm

o
n

s
 u

rg
e

d
 h

is
 c

o
n

g
re

g
a

tio
n

 to
 s

e
t th

e
ir 

th
o

u
g

h
ts o

n
 th

e
 jo

y o
f kn

o
w

in
g

 Je
su

s, to
 p

re
p

a
re

 fo
r th

e
 fu

tu
re

. 
and to w

ait for G
od to change the w

hite m
an. E

ven if blacks had 

22. P
re

s.s.S
a
n
u
ta

r , 2 D
ecem

ber 1939; W
illiam

 D
. M

iller. M
r. C

rum
p o

f 
M

em
pitu (B

aton R
ouge: Louisiana S

tate U
niversity P

ress. 19641). 279. 

R
e t e.  m

e
ld

 Jam
es 

3.1_ L
a
tr

,vn
 Jr. a

n
d
 th

e
 G

a
d
.xe

g
e
 S

trike
. 	

14: 

fe
ste

r m
a

te
ria

l g
o

o
d

s th
a

n
 th

e
ir w

h
ite

 n
e

ig
h

b
o

rs in
 M

e
m

p
h

is. 
th

e
re

 w
e
re

 b
le

ssin
g
s e

n
o
u
g
h
 fo

r a
ll o

f G
o
d
's ch

ild
re

n
. H

u
n
t 

preached a healing, soothing m
inistrs and led his people calm

ls 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 ra

cism
 o

f th
e
 C

ru
m

p
 e

ra
. 

E
lder H

unt had been sas ing "s es-  to w
hite post er for so long. 

that M
em

phians thought him
 incapable of es er saving "no": but 

his friends knew
 that tt hen Jam

es Law
son urged the black m

inis-
trs o

f M
e
m

p
h
is to

 d
e
ft M

a
yo

r L
o
e
b
. H

u
n
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 re

a
d
s to

 g
o
 

along..ks H
unt later explained. the black churches m

ust he flexi-
ble enough to adapt to the changing social clim

ate. T
he Lhurches 

m
ig

h
t b

e
 m

o
ra

le
 b

u
ild

e
rs. h

e
 sa

id
. "b

u
t ju

st to
 sit in

 ch
u
rch

 a
n
d
 

shout and sing w
ill not m

ake one a C
hristian am

 m
ore than sitting 

in a chicken house w
ill m

ake one a chicken." E
N

 e
n

 B
ib

lica
l lite

ra
l-

ism
 had lost its usefulness and now

 w
ould have to be discarded: 

"L
ite

ra
lism

 w
ith

 re
sp

e
ct to

 th
e

 B
ib

le
 is a

lso
 a

 h
in

d
e

ra
n

ce
 to

 th
e

 
church. N

V
Iten it com

es in conflict w
ith com

m
on sense and the 

sp
irit o

f Je
su

s a
n

d
 th

e
 p

ro
p

h
e

ts, th
e

n
 lite

ra
lism

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 
su

b
d
u
e
d
."23  

S
o it w

as that both the elderly one-tim
e accom

m
odators and 

th
e

 a
n

g
ry yo

u
n

g
 m

ilita
n

ts jo
in

e
d

 in
 th

e
 M

in
iste

rs A
llia

n
ce

 a
n

d
 

voted unanim
ously to pressure the w

hite establishm
ent by calling 

an econom
ic boycott. T

he targets w
ere to be dow

ntow
n stores and 

the tw
o daily S

cripps-H
ow

ard new
spapers w

hich had given the 
strike a bad press. T

he boycott w
as announced on S

unday m
orn-

in
g
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

u
lp

it o
f m

o
st o

f th
e
 city's b

la
ck ch

u
rch

e
s. P

a
sto

rs 
a

lso
 u

se
d

 th
e

ir se
rm

o
n

s to
 co

m
p

a
re

 th
e

 strike
rs w

ith
 th

e
 O

ld
 

T
estam

ent prophets w
ho had crusaded against injustice. took up 

special collections for the w
orkers, and asked their congregations 

to join them
 in daily m

arches to dow
ntow

n M
em

phis. In the days 
th

a
t fo

llo
w

e
d
, th

e
 m

in
iste

rs le
d
 lo

n
g
 p

ro
ce

ssio
n
s d

o
w

n
 M

a
in

 

23. In the early 1930s E
lder H

unt began to print his serm
ons tseekls in 

the M
em

phis W
o
rld

; see 22 January 1932. 14 A
pril and 6 June 1053 for especialle 

eloquent exam
ples: for his later rejection of literalism

 see A
rt G

illiam
. "H

ow
.  D

oes 
R

acism
 A

ffect R
eligion." C

o
m

m
e

rc
ia

l A
p

p
a

l, 12 Januar: 1970. 
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B

la
c
k
 P

a
s
to

rs
 a

n
d
 L

e
a
d
e
r<

 

S
tre

e
t d

u
rin

g
 b

u
s
in

e
s
s
 h

o
u
rs

 to
 d

ra
m

a
tiz

e
 a

n
d
 s

tre
n
g
th

e
n
 th

e
 

b
o

yco
tt. W

o
rke

rs, m
in

iste
rs, a

n
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ity p

e
o

p
le

 fille
d

 n
ig

h
tlt 

p
ra

ye
r m

e
e

tin
g

s in
 th

e
 ch

u
rch

e
s to

 ca
p

a
city, a

n
d

 in
 le

ss th
a

n
 a

 
w

e
e
k ra

ise
d
 $

1
5
,0

0
0
 fo

r th
e

 strike
rs. M

e
a
n
w

h
ile

 d
o
w

n
to

w
n
 sa

le
s 

d
ro

p
p
e
d
 b

y
 th

irty
-fire

 p
e
rc

e
n
t. A

s
 R

e
v
e
re

n
d
 H

 R
a
lp

h
 J

a
c
k
s
o
n
 

o
b
s
e
rv

e
d
: T

h
e
 N

e
g
ro

 c
o
m

m
u
n
ity

 is
 m

o
re

 u
n
ite

d
 th

a
n
 it w

a
s
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 sit-in

s o
f th

e
 e

a
rly 1

9
6
0
s." "A

n
d
 g

a
rb

a
g
e
 is o

n
h
 th

e
 

b
e
g
in

n
in

g
." a

d
d
e
d
 R

e
t e

re
rid

 E
ze

kie
l B

e
ll. -

W
e
 a

re
 g

o
in

g
 to

 g
e
t 

m
o

re
 a

n
d

 b
e

tte
r jo

b
s fro

m
 th

e
 city a

n
d

 th
e

 d
o

w
n

to
w

n
 m

e
rch

a
n

ts. 
A

n
d

 th
o

se
 b

u
sin

e
sse

s th
a

t a
re

 p
a

tro
n

ize
d

 b
y b

la
cks a

lo
n

e
 a

re
 

g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 o

w
 n

e
d

 a
n

d
 m

a
n

a
g

e
d

 b
y b

la
cks. -24  

A
fte

r M
a
w

r L
o
e
b
 s

e
c
u
re

d
 a

 c
o
u
rt in

ju
n
c
tio

n
, p

ro
h
ib

itin
g
 

u
n
io

n
 o

ffic
ia

ls
 fro

m
 p

a
rtic

ip
a
tin

g
 in

 s
trik

e
 a

c
tiv

itie
s
, th

e
 c

le
rg

y
 

w
e
re

 c
a
lle

d
 u

p
o
n
 to

 d
ire

c
t th

e
 a

c
tio

n
 a

n
d
 v

o
ic

e
 th

e
 s

trik
e
r's

 
d

e
m

a
n

d
s. T

h
e

ir S
u

n
d

a
y se

rm
o

n
s, p

e
p

-ta
lks, a

n
d

 p
ro

te
sts b

e
fo

re
 

th
e
 city co

u
n
cil a

ll ca
rrie

d
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 m

e
ssa

g
e
: ra

ce
 w

a
s th

e
 ke

y 
issu

e
 in

 th
e
 strike

 a
n
d
 vio

le
n
ce

 w
a
s a

lm
o
st ce

rta
in

 if th
e
 strike

rs 
d

id
 n

o
t w

in
 a

t le
a

st a
 p

a
rtia

l victo
ry." In

 fa
ct, vio

le
n

ce
 h

a
d

 a
lre

a
d

y 
s
u

rfa
c
e

d
 in

 th
e

 d
is

p
u

te
, in

 th
e
 fo

rm
 o

f iso
la

te
d
 b

u
t o

m
in

o
u
s 

incidents of fire bom
bings, bottle throw

ing, and trash fires, w
hich 

w
e
re

 re
p
o
rte

d
 a

lm
o
st n

ig
h
tly. 

R
e
ve

re
n
d
 L

a
w

so
n
, w

h
o
 a

ssu
m

e
d
 th

e
 ro

le
 o

f n
u
m

b
e
r o

n
e
 

spokesm
an, brought in prom

inent civil rights leaders to help give 
the M

em
phis strike a national im

age. A
fter all, Law

son said, "this 
is

 a
 s

ig
n
ific

a
n
t tu

rn
 in

 th
e
 c

iv
il rig

h
ts

 m
o
v
e
m

e
n
t a

n
d
 a

 
n
e
w

 
ch

a
p
te

r in
 la

b
o
r h

isto
ry. N

e
ve

r b
e
fo

re
 h

a
d
 a

 u
n
io

n
 b

e
e
n
 b

a
cke

d
 

b
y a

 w
h

o
le

 co
m

m
u

n
ity like

 th
is."" R

o
y W

ilkin
s a

n
d

 B
a

ya
rd

 B
u

s-
tin spoke to a huge rally of 9,000 on the evening of M

arch 14, and 
th

e
n
 o

n
 th

e
 e

ig
h
te

e
n
th

 M
a
rtin

 L
u

th
e

r K
in

g
, Jr. sp

o
ke

 to
 a

n
 e

ve
n
 

larger rally. T
he spirit of the crow

d, w
hich w

as m
ore enthusiastic 

24. C
om

m
ercial A

ppeal, 25. 26 F
ebruary 1968: N

n
e Y

o
rk T

u
n

e
s, 26 Feb-

ruar) 1968: W
all S

tre
e
t' J

o
u
rn

a
l, 8 M

arch 1968. 
2

5
. C

o
m

m
e
rcia

l A
p
p
e
a
l. 1

2
 M

a
rch

 1968. 
26. Y

es Y
ank T

in
g
e
s, 18 M

arch 1968.  

R
e

ve
re

n
d

 Ja
m

e
s M

. L
a
w

so
n
 J

r. a
n

d
 th

e
 G

a
?

h
a

g
c
 C

trik
e

 
135 

th
a
n
 a

n
y K

in
g
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 in

 re
ce

n
t m

o
n
th

s. le
d
 h

im
 to

 co
m

m
it 

h
im

se
lf m

o
re

 to
 th

e
ir stru

g
g

le
 th

a
n

 h
e

 h
a

d
 a

t F
irst in

te
n

d
e

d
 K

in
g

 
d
e
cla

re
d
 th

a
t b

la
ck M

e
m

p
h
ia

n
s o

u
g
h
t to

 h
a
ve

 a
 o

n
e
 (ta

t g
e
n
e
ra

l 
strike

, a
n

d
 th

e
 a

u
d

ie
n

ce
 w

e
n

t w
ild

. "Y
o

u
 a

rra
n

g
e

 a
 m

a
rch

 fo
r th

a
t 

d
a
y," h

e
 sh

o
u
te

d
, "a

n
d
 I'll co

m
e
 b

a
ck to

 M
e
m

p
h
is to

 le
a
d
 it.-22  

"F
rid

a
y!" th

e
y sh

o
u
te

d
: 

"F
rid

a
y:" h

e
 a

g
re

e
d
. B

u
t b

y F
rid

a
y sixte

e
n
 in

ch
e
s o

f sn
o
w

 
b
lo

cke
d
 th

e
 stre

e
ts a

n
d
 th

e
 e

t e
n
t w

a
s re

sch
e
d
u
le

d
 fo

r th
e
 tw

e
n
-

ty-e
ig

h
th

. 
In

 a
tte

m
p
tin

g
 to

 re
sch

e
d
u
le

 th
e
 m

a
rch

. th
e
 m

in
iste

rs w
e
re

 
d
is

tu
rb

e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 lo

c
a
l b

la
c
k
 p

o
w

e
r g

ro
u
p
, th

e
 In

v
a
d
e
rs

. w
h
o
 

a
rg

u
e

d
 th

a
t if th

e
 d

e
m

o
n

stra
tio

n
 w

e
re

 to
 h

a
te

 a
n

y e
ffe

ct, th
e

n
 

vio
le

n
ce

 w
a
s a

b
so

lu
te

ly n
e
ce

ssa
ry. "M

a
n
," o

n
e
 In

va
d
e
r sa

id
. -if 

yo
u
 e

xp
e
ct h

o
n
kie

s to
 g

e
t th

e
 m

e
ssa

g
e
, o

u
 g

o
t to

 b
re

a
k so

m
e
 

w
in

d
o
w

s."" T
h
e
 ch

u
rch

m
e
n
 irO

iste
d
 th

a
t K

in
g
's m

a
rch

 b
e
 p

e
a
ce

-
fu

l: "Y
o

u
 c

a
n

 jo
in

 th
e

 re
s
t o

f u
s
 in

 a
 n

o
n

v
io

le
n

t m
a

rc
h

." th
e

 
m

in
iste

rs sa
id

, "o
r vo

u
 ca

n
 b

o
yco

tt it.-
  B

u
t w

h
e

n
 th

e
 d

e
m

o
n

stra
-

tio
n
 b

e
g
a
n
 o

n
 th

e
im

o
rn

in
g
 o

f' th
e
 tw

e
n
ty-e

ig
h
th

, th
e
 In

va
d
e
rs 

w
e
re

 th
e
re

, m
ingling am

ong the 5,000 peaceful m
archers, equip-

p
e
d
 w

ith
 h

e
a
vy sticks. B

eale S
treet people, shoplifters and pick-

pockets w
ho had been unable to practice their trade because of 

th
e
 a

b
se

n
ce

 o
f cro

w
d
s in

 th
e
 d

o
w

n
to

w
n
 a

re
a
. w

e
re

 a
lso

 th
e
re

. 
g

a
th

e
re

d
 in

 g
ro

u
p

s a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 sid
e

w
a

lks a
n

d
 th

e
y a

p
p

a
re

n
tly 	

c
. 

sh
a

tte
re

d
 th

e
 first sto

re
 w

in
d

o
w

s a
s th

e
 m

a
rch

 a
p

p
ro

a
ch

e
d

. 
Y

oung m
ilitants left the line of m

arch on B
eale S

treet to join the 
w

in
d
o
w

 b
re

a
kin

g
 a

n
d
 lo

o
tin

g
 w

h
ich

 tu
rn

e
d
 th

e
 d

e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
 

in
to

 a
 rio

t. P
o
lice

 re
sp

o
n
d
e
d
 w

ith
 te

a
r g

a
s a

n
d
 fo

rce
. O

n
e
 b

la
ck 

yo
u
th

 w
a
s kille

d
, sixty in

ju
re

d
, th

re
e
 h

u
n
d
re

d
 a

rre
ste

d
. a

n
d
 

K
in

g
's a

b
ility to

 le
a
d
 h

is p
e
o
p
le

 in
 a

 n
o
n
vio

le
n
t d

e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
 

n
o

w
 w

a
s q

u
e

stio
n

e
d

 b
y e

ve
rt w

h
ite

 jo
u

rn
a

list in
 A

m
e

rica
. S

in
ce

 
K

in
g

 w
a

s th
e

n
 o

rg
a

n
izin

g
 a

 poor people's m
arch on W

ashington. 
h

e
 
fe

lt c
o
m

p
e
lle

d
 to

 re
e
s
ta

b
lis

h
 h

is
 n

o
n
v
io

le
n
t re

p
u
ta

tio
n
 in

 

27. B
ishop, T

h
e
 D

ays of A
la

ra
n
 L

u
th

e
r K

in
g

, J
r.. 493 

28. /bid.. 5-6. 
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.to
n
 a

n
d
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