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Dear Dre Labbiner, I

Your oriticle on the assassimation of Progidont Kennody in tho Octovor 2l
1966 JALA bolatodly has come to my abttontion. I will take tho liberty of
commenting on ons or two points. ' . 4

You sszy on page 327, coluan 3, paragraph 2, thab 6.5 bullets do not
distort readily, citing a study of vround ballistics in Vorld Vior IT.

R Moy I invite your. abtention to Commission Exiuibit Ho. 856 (livorings ond
- Tchibite, XVIL, page 850).  Altiough 250 rounds of ammunition wore

acquircd for the wound penctration tests conducted ab kdzewood Arconal
(V, page 75), the Exidbits presont only two of the sest bullots aftor
firing. Arlen Specyor, tne sosistant counsol who was responoiblo Lox
the relevant phase of ovidence, has concodod +vhat not ons of phe tost
bullobs eserpod alber single vons pontration vodeformed,  Since thie

. ptreteher bullot supposcdly snatiered a 2ib as woll as a rodius, it is
- dncorprehensivle to mosb stidents of the cvidence thav iv should have
emorzed undefornod, wamutilated, and all bub pristino. ’

Althouzh you argue on pPage 327 buab bullcbs of Bhis caliterdde rot
-t v

distort readily (cven aftor shattering 10 cm. of tho fifth rib andd b
right radins), yow when sufpest on page 332 thab +ho maric on the ¢wh woy

have ‘boea causod by a bullol disrupted vien it struck a twig, o Ireguent

of whose lead core procesded to sirilo whe conercbo. Fowre wie xoagonlng
eseepes mo--L wouldhhave thought thabt bonc Was as hard ag or harder vaan

o Wlge : o '

T groatly regeeb that bime doos notb poriai’ me to underiake Pho detailed
discussion of tho condition of the alloged assasusinabion riflo witlenn vhie
rifle descrves. 1o was nob thio scope alonc vhiat was dofective, bub wis0
“he bolt and the brigger (sce testimomy of Wr. Simions, TiT; poroes LsT-h5l).
Tho rifle copability of the alleged assassin, and bhe marksaansitnd beshs

y thico nasber (champion) wiflcmon, roquiro cven lonfcr exposition, wirch ol
T shall nob atbompbe The facts heve beon seb forth in a mmber of publishad
works, including Inquest, by Wword Joy Ipstein, which I comaond Lo you.

— ool

Yowr articlo does mot discuss tho controversy widch cenuers arceund the
aubopsy findings and photographs, widch is just as woll. Lad you treated i
that problem, you might have cncourbored cousidorablo Airfficuliy ia wal b ndnd
peliol in the lono assassin or, indecd, in ary of %he findings set forth in
+ho Viarron Ropocte : . ’ . :

C L Yours sincorcly, : |

yurs o
Loy

SBylvia lioarher
- ) 302 Voot 12 Stweeb
' . ) . ' Lot YOI‘I’: 3 HQYO 100114 b,’.




College of Physicians & Surgeons of Columbia University-| New York, N.Y. 10032

DERARTMENT OF UROLOGY - ‘ . 620 West 168th Streot

February ,3rd, 1967

Miss Sylvia'Meagher \ : ' ‘ '
302 West l2th Street’ ’ :
New York, New York 10014

Deaxr Miss Meégher:

Thank you for your letter of 14 December, 1966, to
which I am sorry to be so late in replying. Your thoughtful
comments are appreciated. I am interested to know how you have
become so keenly interested in the details of this matter. I
would also be very interested to hear of any new evidence which
would tend to disprove the contentions of the Warren Commission
investigators. . ' - ' '

The "pristine" condition of the "stretcher bullet"
to which you refer, is certainly of great interest, and, as I
said above, I weuld.be happy to see any evidence that it did
not do the thinge attributed to it by the Warren Comnissicn.
My experience with bullet wounds, as a military surgeon, dur-
ing World wWar II, would still leave me open-minded on the pos-—
sibility that this bullet might have performed all of these
things which you describe as " incomprehensible” .

After reading through the autopsy report in great
detail, I am compelled to say that I would consider it entire-
ly possible that did all the things ascribed to it and still
emerge, in the condition indicated. We would all like to do
our own,tests, and on all of these interesting questions, but

" as you point out, time does not permit.

If.you have seen photographs of the autopsy or have
other factual information I would certainly be interested to
see it.

Your prescience in assembling a detailed index of
the Warren Report was excellent. I am trying to purchase a
" copy of your index. '
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.
Miss Sylvia Meagher . 2 ‘ February 3rd, 1967

-y : I appreciate youf‘writing, and hope you will keep
‘me posted of any relevant.discrepancies which you uncover in
your obviously painstaking scrutiny of the matter. :

' s

Ce e T  .¥.- S%pcerely, O///}“ .
- . R Ny .
‘ e : ' ' /I—ZL.‘ ¢ //‘ - &'C'(-(’f—“_—e___.
o e John K. Lattimer, M.D. ‘

' U ' . Pprofessor of Urology

'JKszh S f;'i, - ‘Chairman, Department of Urology
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il Robraary 1907

CIme Joan K. Latbiner

Trofosuor of Uroloiy

Chatrman, Depardnont of Urolofy
(,o‘L.Lc"c o I’n;,r.:ic:i.axzs and Surseondg

of Coluwlia Univorsity - - 7
G20 oot 168 Strect | R

- Fow York WY 10032

jrcty Dr Labixior,
I appreelato 3,'01:: foiendly lobtor of the 3rds 1L 1s co Loty oW
gince I boeame dnmersod in tho endless e rvo lutions and _..’.).l:ﬂtl‘t‘.' co ofl
tho assessinatdoan ovidonce Hhiat I con searces 17 reconstiuct tho O stoarbing
; IJO.LXIU""‘L ‘“hiclc I can best ...umn rize 1t Uy eoying thab the bulietins owe |
Cof Dallas on Vovenber 22-21, 1553 omfz‘oi‘.m ol & ..hrh‘::' srplavsiblo sto::'y
wialch, oo VIRC WW0Oro on, m.cuc:d v now enonalics and sddibional ouspoch
fegturos, so thab 'Lhero Was & d.'aurmun.on I“CLVDO"" 4han an ineroase in
crcd ility. :
Thoz-o 1s rmeh cvidence to dlsprove the findings in iho Terson,
Roport it Litilo of iv is ¥nowrt: sl of that drimileal ovidonce i
co.um...g,c'x withsn bho 26 voluwnes of tho lienyings mid Trdidoits puvlisliod
Yy the GCoxalssion, su‘fnb.,,a'LJ ia support of .ros coeervions in oio Popory,
bub in foct fadling Lo Dy ~ovide tho nceecsary Sost atdon aud in sono
pirotel inshonees né..w?hv co! L revorting ‘U\c Coxmiguion's oom"v SLONGe
Tioviovor proposberous such a Juds sent Ny Sudi, plouso sriuimield Sudraend
T poouro jou thet the conflicts aml contradictions , ‘oho microprescnablon
- and ond.sslon of rolovant ox aozomcial d..u:x can be Lully Cocuncnicd. }'ois, ol
COUx ~so, S0 lottowe I Dhas required a 700-paso ..wm..,‘ ~iph to documen®
somo of tho major discropancies botweon thoe Tiayron Rojorb, on tho onp il
ad o 20 volunes of teotimony and oxiviita, on the otler; and T om bopoy
} - 4o soy thob this namwsesint hao btoen accepted by Bobhe: m.:.ll ead TLL Lo
puolmnca in $ho Lall ol ithis yoile J‘.u w111 drpose a ov*um on “he ronder
ginco .l.u <11 bo almosh as uzssive ap the Nopord itooll, bui T hope ve: :
“that 1% will bo read and thab the {ully documeniod £acts ‘..-11 when Lo

dnpaetd J.JJ

.o

Roverting to tho S""' tener bullcb: Roy I arcus of Los Anseles, a follov-
cvu- e of Ll Varron icpors, hns weeently pu. 1u.ncd m oxeolleat monnrrrDn
on tho bullol ("1 pPLges ), sieh presonts (.o,mvcuu'j a1l Lho hmmwmn cn'.».\. :
“egvildence Lndisoonsoble Lo the Lo A’lulg.uLOﬂ of a valid Jl'ld,:,ﬂf,‘h\} on

tus rmeh of which 1o nob ye‘o fopviddor oven Lo .,u\m.o..';," of Tho culbts I

- litorty of nclo.,.ln;: a1 m- m.u.x, should you wiushh to obbailn o ¢opfe 4 oo
cnclosad 1o an ad for my Subjeet Imdlex Lofouvher with on Jorata GLoGhe :

LY

Porhans ve can Wavo a chal ono daJ. RAvy Upoymal? wosls 4o & tho field of
puvlic hoalih, alihoush I'd,wﬂr ro.uo*'cd fron whe cenber, tlono dayt.

e Yours sinccrelys,

C oyivia Yenrsher
o . o 302 \-rO";v 12 Surccb
Inclosures (3) : ilowr Youisy Ue¥e LOLL




College of Physicians & Surgeons of Columbia University | New York,N.Y. 1003

DEPARTMENT OF UROLOGY 620 West 168th Streot

February 20th, 1967.
Mrs. Sylvia Meagher
302 West 12th Street

‘New York, N, Y, 10014,

Dear Mrs, Meagher :

_ . Many thanks for your good letter of February l4th
with its news of your new book, and the enclosures.

I finally got a copy of your subject index, and
‘had in mind to send it to you for an autograph, but will probably
have to get a second copy of it for this purpose, since I refer to-the
first one inbetween my moxe nysual't activities whenever time
‘will permit, and some interesting point come s up.

ST T will look forward to your second book, and..” -
also was interested to get the advertisment about the book entitled
" THE BASTARD BULLET n, for which 1 will send immediately.

The vigor and extreme enthusiasm with which
you have subscribed to the campaign against the Warren Report,
seems, at least to me, to undercut your unigue and valuable con~.
tribution in the field of documentation of the Report, whether this
documentation be merely an index or an accumulation of negative
factors. As I have said before, I would be delighted to see new
evidence, or even an impressive array of matching facts, as you
are attempting to assemble, but I would certainly like to see them
presented in an unvarnished manner, rather than with too much
emotion or bias, It seems to me that it would strengthen your position
and your contribution if this were.done,

I have forgotten whether I asked you if you were
related to Dr. Stephen Meagher, 2 chest surgeon who worked with me
during World War II in Europe, and who has since died, Ihad a vague
memory that his wife's name was Sylvia.

+

. Best regards,

M A 7 e .
S
- , John K., Lattimer, M. D,
JKIidms. . o Professor of Urology

S‘ir}cerely, / .
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" page 2.

Mrs. Sylvia Meagher

...:P.S. : . ’f.

Do you know anything about the location and
nature of the fatal wounds of Officer Tippit ?

I have not hac[ time to dig for this, but if you

should happen to come across any description of the wounds or data

"as to where I m:.ght find it, Iwuld certa.mly apprec:.ate this, '

i
[

co ) -'.Smcerely,. ) JKL. :
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. Doar D;‘; Lattinor,

Irofaasor doun K. Ladinor ) o
TDopartment of Vrolory T T
College of Physicians and

Surreona, Colurbia Univorsity
620 Vost (100 Strect '

Now Yorl, W.Y, 20032 .. . L : .- .

Thaule you for your kind words about my imdex; I lope it will

prove wsefuls I an swprised that you dexived tho impression
‘hat my criticiom of the Warren Report has hoon marked by
exceasive omotion—I hove boon told soveral tines whab oy vadio
appearances have boon effective becauss I wes factual and T

_anouotional.  Dub, to be frank, I do have strony feolings
_aboub the case, which I pregard ao a bterrille miscarriofe of
" justice. Tortwnatoly, my forthcoming boolk ¥will bo subjectod

to anbisepsis by tho. copy editor, all purple passages doloteds.
‘T'o, I am not rolated to Dr. Stophen Meaghor,

che Tippit autopsy report was nob incl:fod in the liearings
and Axhibibs, so I hove no poroonal kucwledso of tho findingse.

Howovers a xeyox copy is includod omong ko docunients da tio

- mational Avehives (soo Whitewash II by Lisrold Velsberg,

Hyattstoun, iid. 20734, $0.95, pagcs 20-~29) «
ALk kind rogorde,

Yours sincorecly,

sylvia loapner :
302 Viest 12 Stwoob -
" Wow Yoxlty WYl G014
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Doctor Says |
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% By BRIAN BOYER
% CHICAGO—Could one bullet

w actually have struck both Pres-

: b jident Kennedy and Texas Gov.
2 Connally?

Critics of the Warren OoS.
mission's report on the assassi

Joud that it wasn’t possible, but
a Columbia Universily surgeon
- says he has new evidence that
- supports the 835_#3: :i:
'S duwn the line.
,.w 11is name is Dr. John K. Lat-
timer, and although his special-
%ty is urology, he documented
O his own experimental data on
» the assassination bullets that
%z rebufs some of the theories of
7 the commission’s detractors.
= Speaking before 150 .persons
in the International College pf
Surgeons’ Museum and IHall of
¥ame here, the tall, thin, pro-
fessor and chairman of the de-
yrartment of urology at Colum-

nation have argued long and

bia's medical school said the
bullet found on Connally’s
strelcher was, in fact, doformed.

Cpponents of the Coninis-
slon's report_have argued that
it wasn't. ‘

A Similar D2fonnity )

Furthermore, he said, experi-
mental tests with similar bul-
lets have deformed them in
in similar ways and conclusive-
ly account fur the missing 2.1
grains of lead in the prajec-
tile,

By Lattimer's account, ac-
cused assassin Lee Harvey Os-
wald’s second shot (the first,
he maintains, hit a tree branch
and never reached the Presi-
dent's car), struck the back of
President Kennedy's neck, went
through his voice box and
“canf out at the knot of his
tie.” i

Although it was slowed down,

o e

R

e!

Jme B E Jaf

JEK and Connally

he said, this ..<m~,v~ tos.mﬁﬁ..
bullet” then passed through
Gov. Connally’s chest, turned;

lodged “backwards in his leg.”

The builet was fla‘tened on
one side, not unmark:d as cri-
tics have maintained, he said,
and missing 2.1 grains of lead
from -the bottom.

“We undertook tc¢ daform
similar bullets in the same
way,” he said. “What happens
is that soft lead squoczes out

of the brass cover to the
amount of 2.2 grains,”
Xvays of - Connally’s wrist

show small pieces of ead from
the bullet that struck him.

6C0 Rounds Fired

ITe supported _:mw contention
that the bullet 1w, powerful
enough to do all hefclaimed, by
stating that similar Caccano ear-
bine aminunition penet.;ated four
feet of wood and could easily
pass through four—no: .:Z two

—persons. s

oA RN

sideways through his wrist and!

Arguments :.?o been oifercd
that the ammun ition was not 1C-
liable, but Lattimer _:.:En:gr,
that "wgver 600 rounds of :.,w
?EE;::.Q: used by Osw au
were fived . .. Witk ‘not a single
failure to fire.”

pullet that }
.ﬁ.wnmsa third one fired the apx
of the assassination, he mmE.. H.
entered the back of the Prest
dent’s head’ and Gestroyed the
right half of his brain 2_5:&:
exiied at the front of tne hea

The gun, i:ow some FZ»Q
maintained is not accuraie
n:ornr to u?.c::... for the one-
umm..fu:— theory, is indeed ac-
eurate, he said, adding:

upy 263 feet [ihe distance v.
tween  the Book rov@v.,:e y
window and the w«...am_:..s:.l
car}, I placed three bulled I
la target head in Gia sccom u
W 1's perfectly o?% fo da, cven
1for an amateur.”

Did Fate Step In?

Even if Oswald had not heen
a good shot, fale :o:una him,
the surgeon jmplied.

The teloscope on the gun wi
affixed in suc o2 way that it
lined the shot ppwards and 10
the right, and ..E._.E EJ;.:,.J.
for ‘the President, his cav HWM
that moment was turned a bi
to the right and going up,”
Lattimer said. .

killed Kennedy

- 4l .@.mamai
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He
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24 Ottober 1968
Professor John K. Lattimer - )

Departument of Urology .
College of Physicians and Surgeons
620 Vest 168 Strect
. Few York 10032 .

- Dear Dr. Lattimer,

In the light of our exchenge of letters in Februaxy 1967, I read with particular
interest the story in today's New York Post reporting your address at the International

College of Surgeons' Museum and Hall of Fame at Chicago ("Doctor Says One Bullet Hit
‘JFK and Connally"). . ‘

X am hesitant to comment on the basis of a press report tkat may be inaccurate
or incomplete on the arguments you have presented in support of the single-bullet
theory and the conclusions set forth in the Warren Report. I should therefore be
grateful to receive the full text of your speech at Cuicago, if that is possible.

Meanwhile, I may perhaps mention some immediate reactions to the thesis you
‘reportedly presented.: You claim that the stretcher bullet was, in fact, deformed.,
The flattened side must have been turned awsy from the camera, then, for photographs
of the stretcher bhullet show it to be undeformed and indistinguishable from the test
bullets fired into cotton .(see Six Seconds in Dallas by J. D, Thompson, page 152).

You state that the first bullet fired hit a tree branch, but the news story
does not indicate what evidence you presented in support of your conclusion. Perhaps
I will find that in the ¥exT of your speech, so I leave the cuestion aside for the =
»mement. However, I must take issue with your assertion that the second shot struck
the back of the President's neck and “ceme out at the knot of his tie." The bullet
in question entered the back, not the back of the neck, about four inches beloy the
top of the collar, as conclusively shown by the holes in the shirt and cecat and by
the autopsy surgeons' measurement of 5% inches below the tip of the right mastoid
process of the prone body. Since the President was erect when shot, the actunl
distance from the tip of the right mastoid process is greater by sbout 2 inches——this
you can easily confirm by experiment.  Therefore, the Lullet in question could not
exit at the knot of the fie unless it was on an upward path of flight.

There is considersble evidence against your conclusion that one bullet inflicted
all of Comnally's wounds. Connally's physicians at Parkland Hospital, after viewing the
stretcher bullet, expressod serious doubt that it had produced all his wounda.” Drs.
Light and Dolce of the U.S. Armny Ldgowood Arsenal “oxprossed themsclves ae being vory
strongly of tho opinion that Conually had boon hit by lwe difforent bulletn® (s,
puge ;’.()(;). Pl G-IV Hows loguiry un Lho Marren Roporl (Jmm l.‘)(,'[) cuniuebad t
wound penetration tests using pgelatin sxd musonite to sdwulate the path aucribed to
the stretcher bullet by the Varren Commission. » Although the CBS tests omitted
simulation of the rib, not one of their test bullets completed all the penetrations.

Some failed to penctrate the simulated wrist; not one penctrated the simulated thigh.
CBS failed to display any of the test bullets, and denied my request for photographs
or dotailed descriptions from which I might compare thelr condition with that of

the stretcher bullet. : '

Your contenticn that the bullet in cuestion could penetrste four feet of wood
is certainly arvesting, wvhen it covld not penetrate nasonite in the CBS tests, or just
nangged to do.so and drop out on the other side completely spent. The preus report
does not mention the coudition in which your taust bullet(s) euerged from four feet of
wood; It is perhaps safo to assume they did not recemble the siretcher bullet.
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Dr. John K. Lattimer ‘ —2- e * . 24 October 1958

In d:.scuss:.ng the fatal head shot, you seem not to have acknowledged or dxseussed

. the introvertible evidence that the bullet that struck the head thrust the President

very forcefully backward and to the left (see SSD, Chapter 5; The Cose fer Three

Assassins by Lifton and Welsh, Ramperts, J’amzary 1967, or Accessories After the
Fact, pp. 159-165). - No one has yet been able to refute my collezgues' and my

. oonclusion that this shot came from the front and right of the car, although the .

.evidence and arguments have been on record for at least a year. I would find .

it incomprehensible if any serious scholar discussed the fatal head shot without

" addressing himself to the widely-published evidence tha.t the bullet came from

the xight front and not from the Depository.

If I was nonplused by your four feet of wood, I am really awed by your
experience as a rifleman. You got three hits in a target head (moving target?)
in 6% seconds, although you are an smatewr or believe that any amateur could

-do as well. That casts a most mortifying reflection on the Commission's three

mastcr riflemen and on CBS-TV's eleven expert marksmen. . R

The Comm:.ssion s three master riflemen fired siz series of three shots,
five of which failed to match your accuracy or speed. CBS-IV's eleven experts
fired 2‘1 series of three shots, with an over-all sverage of less than one hit
por series. - Of the 20 series fired within the constraint of 7.5 secomis, the
average vias 1 2 hits for each three shots fired.

. If you, a non-profersional, succeeded where so meny rifle champio'zs
failed, L can only hope thet you were rovha'c necr Dallas on November 22ud
five years ago! . g

V4

I look forward to an opportuhity of seeing your paper in its entirety

and will of course withdraw eny comments baced on the newspaper story vwhich -

may be umzarranted in terms of the full text.

C Ioz/x;r]? si?berely
: /{*:‘ Fr ?j » L
'y iria Heaghy
‘;(%\Iont 12 Eibreat i .
York, H.Y. Jootq4 .

» ]




College of Physicians & Surgeons of Columbia University | New York, N.Y. 10032

DEPARTMENT OF UROLOGY . : . 620 West 168th Street

November 19, 1968

Mfs. Sylvia Meagher
302 West 12th Street
New York, New York 10014

Dear Mrs. Meagher:

My apologies for the long delay in replying to
your letter of 24 October. It seems that there are as many
scientific meetings in the Fall as in the Spring, and my
correspondence is terribly behind.

I am afraid you will be very disappointed in the
manuseript which is about to appear in the publication of
the INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. It is striectly
factual, and limits itself to our own observations, fairly
carefully. T&™i% Frimarily a feasibility study which we -
did on the bullets and ammunition to try to find out for
ourselves whether it was possible for a single bullet to
do all the things attributed to 399.

Unfortunately, the newspaper report is a mixture of
speculative conversation, intermingled with factual material
from the article,

I cannot explain any discrepancies between our
findings and those of others, since I am not familiar. with
their research methods and did not even see the motion
picture to which you refer. You will be interested that a
letter from Professor Thompson and another one from his book
publisher arrived in the same mall as yours. They are buried
in a pile of unfinished correspondence before me, and since
the specific gravity of your notepaper is ‘obviously better
than theirs, your letter has surfaced first, and [ am replying
to it at once, '

T will send you a reprint as soon as they arrive,
which will probably be a few more weeks, judging from past
experience.




Mrs. Sylvia Meagher

 With regard to the capability of the rifle, in the
hands of amateur marksman, I can only say that we tried to
simulate Mr. Oswald's situation by undertaking deliberate
and repetitive "dry-firing" practice until we were thoroughly
 familiar with the operation of the rifle, and then took
* advantage of the near-perfect arrangements which he had made
for himself in his shooting position. It was as surprising
to us, as it was to you, how quickly we learned to do what
~ was necessary. : :

Glad to learn of your continued interest.

~

Sincerely,

. j_.’ f:;;' ‘ .- S = ‘~<;%é;424A A. 6/¢g;té:c¢4&;¢<_ |
~° .. Johm K. Lattimer, M.D., Sc.D.

Professor of Urology .
Chairman, Nepartment of Urology ,

i
{




