¥srch 23, 1989

Dr.Jobn X, Letiimer
Cheirmen, Dept. Urclogy
Colunbia Sehool of Medietine
Columbie University

HQ' Yﬁrk. H.Yo.

Dear Dr. Lattimer,

At ths time the press devoted extensive wt tention to your Netober

@ spossrance in Illinois snd your goxments on tha Narron Commission's so-cslled
"single-bullet theory” I wss on a spesking tour, Unt1l now, verious tnings

bave kept ms from devosing the time 3o your work that 1 fatend, 1t sounds -

fuscisating. If you hsve proved what the Werrem Comnlssion Sould end did nos,

in fect, &1 not even try to, then we ere e1l in your debs,

1 s writing %o ask for s 0opy of your remarks snd sll the svailsdle
infometion on your omm experiments, snslysis snd ¢cnelusions. I would 1ike
very much tb cite these thinga in my own writing, 1f you have charta, such as
of the projecte. peth of the bullet through the President’s neck, 1'4 like to
. use them, tco. I asssume you computed the Possible angles, vertics) and hort-

D Zontsl, st whelovar time you estimete st particuler shot was fired.

If you drew upon the Commission's unpublished materisl on this subject,
in my experiencs much more veluminous thex what 1t 414 publish, I do hope you
elta 1t 80 I can eradit you with finding what I 414 not, »

086 of the things that hes fatercsted me most 1s secouning for iue
mertel remsining in the govermor's tibla. The Comnission does not give us its
size, vaighd or deseription. How do you sttritute it to Ballet 309t

: Press reports indicste you fired similer bullets inte wood. Or. John
S1chols alsc has done tils, However, I em troubled by the use of wood when the
Jomaission sssures us the olosest spproximation of humen tizsue 12 gelotin and
when gelatin was used, by tha Amy experts ssd by CH3, no eingle bullet fired

" bad the energy to transit the even then indsesuste representation of the hise
tory sttributed to Bullet 309,

Another sspact of your work that wil! interset me t» how you eope nith
100% of the Coumiesion's evidence, thet such ® bullet could not have inflicted
the dsmage to the Connslly wrist without considsradle deformetion of e chsrecter
Inoking &n Bullet 300, In this connection, #»11 the ebidence eays thers would bave
been marking of the dullet by the bons 1t allegedly hit, also lscking, Sour
explonstion of this is somethin: to waich I vlsp look formrd anxiously.,

You sre cited sa heving fired throe shots in 6% ssconds. “our menner
- of tizing also will {aterest me. The Commission 414 not ecount the time before the
actusl firing of the first shot. Did you? :



SMRIY AT B LWEIUSE UL UHBCHOABELY OmLEBIO0RE AN Tie FRl-GOommission
work., 1 presume you heve overcome these, sspacially in thass respects: prov-
ing that, ‘in feot, Ballet 39 was, in fact "found" on Covernor Connally'a
strotéher ond no other; proving thet it was, in fact, wsed in the assassins-
tion (e» by enslysis of the residues thob where never tssted by the ¥BI or
the Commiesicn); proving by spectrography or other scieantific tests that it
was of the same origin =s the rmetel retrieved from the car end iis ocou pants;
a8nd proving, in s minimum necessity for alleging only three shots were fireq, .
that all the metal required to have been shed by Bullet 399 esms from no
other scourse, and tuet sll ths other metal ceme from the bullet said to have
exploded frogp impact on the President's heed and no other source, )

‘ You are quoted as seying the slight flattering st the rear end of
@ Bullet 309 18 o significant deformity, conaidering the hbstory st triduted to
it. You sre olso quoted s» having =sid, "VWe undertook to deform aimilar
ullets in the seme woy...” What the news reports do not give &5 the fsct
@ thet you used bones or s suiteble representation of the rib, wrist snd tibia,
I'd appreciste an explenstion of what, to me, would be the only meeningful
experiment, proving thet nll of this bone could heve been struck by s tullet
neither marked by thet bone or deformed more then Bullet 209, -

A1l the medionl experts seem to have found more metal he been
shed in the wrist injury slone then can be accounted ss miseing fron let
209, This, slso, 1'd like explsined, bikewiss, slthough the ¥erren feport is
gllsnt on the subjeat, there wes metel in Governor Conally's chest. Tere you
sble to determine the size and weight of this fragnent or these fragments?
Could you, without this information, substantiote the so-called "single-bullet

D ~theory"? -l

Tou sre quoteld e2 having said the fatal bullet entared the *back of
the Frerident's bosd,..sxited at the front..."” I az ewars that the " eport does
say ths bullet entared the beok, Heve you any cther source? This is no: what
the pensl appointed dy Attormey Jsnersl Clark found in resding the X-reys. The
Comrission, slse, did not say the bullst exited the fromt, If you have estsbe -
liehed this snd were not misquoted you heve o aignifiecsnt sccomplishment that
interests me very much, Ferhpps, in this coanection, you slso hovs on explense-
%ion for the hitherto unreported mess found et the bame of the brein, or of the
follure to study the left helf eof the brain,or So repors shether there vas &
missle path through sny part of it, ete.

Tou sye sles cuoted se having definite knowledge of the msoner in wikch
i thoe telescopic sight was aituobed to the rifle ot the moment 1% was allegedly

g used. 1 4o not reesll any such svidence and would appreciste a citation to it,

: Then you ere ssid to hsve declared that this, in effact, made the shooting more
acourste. I ssk if you have informetion on tadas other than at close diastance and,
$f you 4o not, how you projedted the error for the proper diztance. “nlees + have
besn misinformed, cerrying the erroy from the elose distenoe to the eollaeged
actual ona would greatly incorease the distnnce between the polint in the aight st
the slleged actusl dfstence and the body. After this, the nsed for shims under
the sight et Edgewsod Arsensl, tefore the rifle ¢ould bs used, would atill re-
quire explasnation.

After 1 howe bhad 8 chouce to study your work, possidbly I will heve
mere susstions. 1~hope you will ba eble $o find time to answver them. This, to
me, iz much too Vitel a natiomul issus for questions to remein unasked or un~
snswered, or for sssumptions to be sudbstituted for fset.

Sincerely,
Harold Weiabterg



