1/21/12
Degr D‘ick‘ (HR) ’ R

: Url et 17. Welcome your wderstand 'hhat Lattimer ploy danger to finks. Agreed. I'm

. trying to do much with it bekind scences, not in public. I had a copy of the International
Surgery pilece, a roprint from him. As you surmised, I can't repd your notes. One thing
that is uncertain could be of value nows on 526, if I understand you, you say he mized
the X-rays up. If this is true, the most careful delineatdon of that would be very help-
ﬁil. inmediately and in an epilogue I'll be dqaing for ™,

The whole thingx is trash, of course, but can you imagine how effective it would
- be if this emlnence can't even keep X—:bays atraight -and he has been given exclusive
acces to those of the President? - | ,

X thim:weareingmeral andwithhimfarpastanyeveneam:aldigniﬁingof what

_ he did with 399, I think the aimplest and best approach 1s that of a fullback, just bash
right into the bastard, on the basis of what he said belng more than encugh. W:n.thou’c
complicating it with anytling anybody has to. thibk about, That is the approa.ch have
been taking, and it is bemnning %o show some results. j.- A : -

If t ere is any other misquotat:.on, or anytm.ng else fa.rout, I'd sure likc. to lmow.

You ask why I have hell 399 material back so lon._,. Simples no mom.y to print book, o
Thatuls my only possibility of income or any retu,m fron this work, hence I've asked everyone
who has seen this stufl to kegp it aecret.

~" Thnab gett:.ng along pretty well. There was nerve'aamage expect to dlsappear in time.
About the tendon damage, we'll see when I can use without protection. I have to keep the
healed tissue from having the ahnoce of opening for about a week yot. L4 is not protected
by tiny butterflies and a swmall splint, As a matter of fact, deep as is the cut I never
~- - had any real pain. It happend so fast I guess it blocked the nerves, They anesbhetized ..
.. before suturing, and aside from a little itching and not back aches; it has been little
"o kroubles luoky all arounds Forhmate]x, it was not a direct cut, or I'ad" have ‘no thumbe -
. A8 best I can’ reoonstrun’c. 1% glancad or .]umpod. o , R

B » Hastily,
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The Kennedy-Connally Single Bullet Theory

A Feasibility Study

John K. Lattimer, M.p., p.sc. (Med.), r.a.c.s.,” and Jon Lattimer

‘New York, New York :

One of the specific findings of the War-

ren Commission Report on the Assassina- -

tion of President Kennedy, which has been

a prime target for critics, has been their -
conclusion 'that a single bullet from Os- '

wald’s rifle traversed President Kennedy’s
neck, turned slightly, then pierced Gov-
ernor Connally’s chest below the right
~ scapula. The Commission Report postulat-
ed that this same bullet then shattered the
- Governor’s fifth rib, turned completely
sideways, emerged below his right nipple,

went sideways through- his right wrist,

turned still further to turn completely
around and ended up sticking backwards

into the skin of his left thigh. From this

*Professor and Chairman, Department of Urology,’

Columbia University College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, New York.
_ Accepted for publication October 22, 1968,
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. position the long narrow bullet was dis-
lodged and was found on a stretcher upon
which it was deduced that Governor Con-

nally had lain,T* v

This bullet (Warren Commx;sx/ Ex-
hibit 399)2,(Fig. 1, left), if seen only in
the side view, which has been widely re-

A
i pubhEhed by critics of the Warren Report,® ) :P“ $h

appears to be deformed very little. In fact,

its apparent lack of deformity has led :

critics to describe it inaccurately as a “pris-

. tine” bullet.34

Critics have also contended that the four
@gme?tg of bullet seen in the preopera-~__
{ _tive roéntgenograms of the wrist and thigh

) of Governor Connally (Figs. 2A and B)
. would weigh more than the weight which

) { was estimated to be missing from bullet
|

399, Le., 2.2 grains.

Furthermore, they state that the ammu-

nition used by Oswald was Q.mrehaﬁle,j5
likely to fail to fire and that it did notTiave "

24 ' [
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the: cup.nbxhly)cquncd by the “single bul-

let”_theory:
allistics t monc by governmental

agencics® o fnvestigate these points have
bceu challenged on various grounds. The
critics, however, scem to have done no
b’l“lbthb _cxperiments of their own.

It seemed appropriate, thercfore, that
some of these points which are still suscep-
tible to mpcnmcnhtmn should be inves-
tigated by “uninvolved” research workers
to sce if these particular allegations of the
Warren Commission I\cport are indecd
feasible, or whether discrepancies actually
do exist which would make them unten-
able.

First, an investigation of the ammuni-
tion, bullets and bullet fragments involved
was uindertaken to determine whether their
condition, number, weight and reliability
made it impossible or even unlikely that
the bullets involved could have done what
the Warren Commission contends they did.

—|%

'

oo Plaan Pie o !J,uh

I (imurc reavared )

Various laboratory technics were cmplgxcd

with the help of pathologistCDr. Myroh_>
< Tannenbaum and rocntg 'nologlst:m& >
i Beckarof the Columbm-I’resbytcnan
Mecdical Center.

Answers to the following questions were
sought:

Question 1.~Was the bullet (399) which
the Warren Commission alleges did so )
much damage actually “undeformed” or s b
“pristine”? -

Question 2.—Were the bullet fragments
left in Governor Connally indeed too many j/ \,)Y
to have come from bullet 399? * &

Question 3.—Was ‘the ammunition used
by Oswald actually unreliable?

Lu ¢

-~

Was Bullet 399 “Pristine”
(Undeformed)? -
To the question, “Was the bullet (War-
ren Commission Exhibit 399), which was
alleged by the Commission to have pene-

T —

o gt g A g o

PSR

Fig. 1.~Test bullet (right! has been
flattened the some amount as bullet
399 (left), even though the flattening
of bullat 399 does not show in this
-~ view. Note the portion of lead “core”
extruded (arrow, right) from rear end
of test bullet, d by this flattening
Only a tiny amount of exiruded “core”

remains, protruding from the base of

bullet 399 (arrow, left). The rest had

been scroped off, presumably by its

passage through Governor Connolly’s
wrist,

525
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trated both President Kennedy and-Gov-
crmor Connally, actually “pristine” (unde-
formed) when found?” the answer was
cleaily “NO.” When actually examined by
one of us (J.K.L.), this bullet (399) was
found to he flattened as if from a severe
bloW 3 one side and to a significant de-
gree” | photograplis taken from the side
view do not show this flattening) ( Fig. 1).
During the course of the experiments de-
~teseribed below, it became obvious that a
great deal of force was required to impose
this “much “deformity (flattening) on a
“fully-jacketed,” very compact, military
bullet of this type, ~ . . . _
The soft lead at the “base” end of bullet
399 had the appearance of having been
“scooEed out” to a slight extent, with fine
transverse scratch ; marks across the base
» in_the direction of the '§coqpi1iquf§gct.
¥ Some of the Soft lead 6f the interior of the
b bullet still projected slightly from the base
of the bullet, at the edge towards which
the “scooping” effect led (see arrow, Fig.

1, left, lower end). This extruded bit of |

lead was on the side of the bullet away

rom the flattened side.

I

[f
J

The fact that bullet 399 was fired [rom
"Oswald’s “rillc has been verified by tests
done by the F.B.L laboratory stalf who
found that the rifling scratches on bullet
399 conformed cxactly to the rifling
scratches on the test bullets firedffom the
same gun.%® No one appears.to have con-
tested this point,

.l. ,

e
Were the Bullet Fragments in v
Governor Connally Excessive?
Could fragments of the bullét of the
Jnumber and size of those seer’'in Governor
Connally 1 his  preoperativd) roentgeno-
grams have come fiom-butlst 399, as al-
leged in the Warren Commission Report?
Or is the loss of weight of bullet 399 too-—-
small_to account for al],’fglli; {fragments?
\Three)were in his wrist aiy ‘SQ@in his leg
/ (PFigs. 2A and B). To exarifie this ques-
/ tion, it was Necessary to carefully weigh
/100 sample bullets of exactly the same type
/ as the ones fired by Oswald,
1 First, however, the fragments of the bul-
lets removed from President Kennedy’s
head, from Governor Connally’s wrist -and

. e crelaem s

2
-

9 Db it L2

t
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o e 1 et i ed S

Fig, "2.-—Ex'rudod portion of lead core of test bullet (Fig. 1,
genograms of test wrist (JKL-right-.2A) and femor,
corresponding prooporaliv‘o

right) divided into four portions and superimposed on roent-

at arrow (JKL-right-2B). They ore only 'sh'ghlly larger than those seen in
roentgenograms of Governor Connally tarrow, left).

. . !
526 Lattimer and Lattimer: Kennedy-Connally Single Bullet Theory
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from the automobile were examined close-

ly. The unfired c;\x'tx‘ii]gc found in"Oswald’s™
rifle was next examined at the National
Archives in Washington, 1D.C. (The officers
of the National Archives did not violate
any of the requests of President Kennedy’s
family conceining this ‘evidence.) Aftér

considerable difficulty, a substantial sup- "~

ply of exactly the same cartridges was ob-
tained. It was determined that four dif-
ferent lots of these cartridges had been
manufactured about 1944 and we were
able to procure samples of lots 6001, 6002
and 6003, while the F.B.1. obtained sam-
ples from lots 6000 and 6003, all of which
proved consistent and reliable.® One hun-
dred of these bullets were pulled from™
cartridges and wgigl}gé_l_uon a precision
balance in the laboratories of the Engle-
wood School for Boys (by J.L.). The
weights ranged from 159.80_grains for the
lightest bullet to 161.50 grains for the
heaviest with an ave@gc/ighggf 160.84:4
grains and a median weight of "160780
grains.

This compared fairly closely with the
weight range of three sample bullets
weighed by the F.B.I laboratory and re-
ported by firearms expert Robert Frazier.
He found them to weigh 160.85 grains,
161.1 grains and 16L5 grains with an aver-

age weight of< 1731.15/ “grains, whereas our

larger sample yielded a mean weight of

160.84 grains. - 0 —x
.- Since bulle@weighedﬁg@) grains

. when found, w

fave assumed that it had
lost between 1.2 grains and 2.9 grains with_

- a mean probability of 2.2 grains.”

Next, a bullet like Warren Commission
Exhibit 399 was compressed sideways in a

special vice until its configuration was as

..... "~

close as possible to that of bullet 399. This
required great force because of the high
structural_density of these bullets, but it
did cause the softer lead from the center of
the bullet to be extruded from the open

International Surgery, December 1968, Vol. 50 ¢ No. 6
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rear of the encompassing jacket (which
was made of a tougher, copper-colored
metal) much as toothpastc is extruded
from a tube (sce arrow, Fig. 1, right).
The extruded leaden metal was then
sliced off flush with the base of the bullet
and the cylindrical fragment weighed. It

* ‘was found to weigh exactly 2.1 )grains, so
Y o’

was highly comparable with the 2.2 grains
estimated to be missing from the base of
bullet 399.

The extruded cylinder of metal (weigh- -

ing 2.1 grains) (Fig. 3) was first placed on

* the_wrist of one of us (JK.L.) (Fig. 24,

figh.tmf in the same location as the large
fragment seen on the roentgenograms of
Governor Connally’s wrist (Tig. 24, left).

" Three additional particles the same size as
the other particles in Governor Connally!

were then removed from the extruded
cylinder and arranged in the same con-

figuration as those seen on his roentgeno-

grams of the wrist and thigh and filns
were taken for comparison (Figs. 2A and
B).

It was seen that the largest fragment
from our—test-bullet was slightly larger in
area than the largest fragment in Governor
Connally (Figs. 2A and B).

Next, the remainder of this extruded
cylinder of metal was sliced into the thin-

nest possible fragments, each approximate-

I3
e

Fig. 3.~Extruded portion of lead core of hﬁ bullet (weigh-
ing 2.1 grains) was sliced off and divided into four frag-
ments (three shown here).
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: L T of metal (2.1 grains) extruded from our
P AT J test bullet, the 41 fragments we were able
000900000 Phant anpl g

» to produce from it are shown in Figure 4.
ap e i L Next, the \fragment\s“‘ﬁxtmded from the
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appearance, color and texture and were
found to be a similar lead-grey color (con- %
taining none of the copper color of the .4
bullet jackets) and to be of the same tex-.

ture as the fragment removed from Gov- § \

experimental “Bullet were examined as to

R
3

-

e iy g T I
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Fig. 4—Largest portion of lead core {weighing 2.1 grains)
extruded from test bullet could still be sliced into the 41
' additional fragments shown here,

‘? do ernor Connally’s wrist. In both cases ﬂle‘g\;\t‘i
R N & fragments appeared to be extruded soft™ ¢
..A &A1 ly the same area (siZe) as those seen in lead like that from the centers of both the
\‘)‘( ¥  Govemor Connally’s roentgenograms to see test bullet and bullet 399.
%D_y‘, how many such fragments could be ob- - The experiment of compressing bullets\_h
' \\J‘ . tained from it. " to the same extent as bullet 399 was re- {
_ A grand total of 41 such fragments  peated ten times. This was done toEIeh;g\
(slices) were made from the extruded  out possible gross differences in the malle- |9V
metal (Fig. 4), as compared with the total - ability of the materials in different bullets. !
B of only four fragments seen in Governor  The results were closely similar in every
- Connally’s arm_{three fragments) and leg  sample tested. -

(one fragment) roentgenograms (Fig. 2).
‘It should be noted that while one of the
fragments in Governor Connally’s wrist

Thus the answer to the question, “Are the
bullet fragments in Governor Connally ex-
" cessive?” (to match the lead missing from
was about twice the diameter of our test  bullet 399) was also clearly “NO”I{His bul=~ '
e slices, the other three were much smaller . (let contributed: four mf}"a"g'fn“éntg" but—our™
R I I than our slices. ﬁﬂ‘e‘t“'é&uld"é‘&?ffr‘ibﬁ’ ¢ ariy idmber up to
SRR B | For those who might argue that bullet "/ the 41 fragments actually produced (more
399 in its unfired state might have weighed { thinly sliced), while both bullets lost the
; only as much as our lightest sample bullet, | same amount of weight from the same de-
. v namely 159.8 grains, we still have the fact  “formation, ,\/ :
Y
——

-4 | - that 22 such slices could have been pro-
1| duced from the 1.2 grains of metal which , ‘
Reliability of the Ammunitioy N
Was the ammunition used by Oswald

o b
T

would have been involved.
At the other extreme, if we were to as-

sume that bullet 399 happened to weigh as
much as our heaviest sample bullet, name-
ly 161.5 grains, then 53 slices might have
been produced from the missing portion.

It must be pointed out that only one of

= the four Connally fragments was slightly

thicker than those from our sample of 41,
and that certainly the number of metallic

unreliable? To test this, 100 rounds of the
same type of cartridges as those used by
¥ Oswald {lots 6001, 6002 and 6003) manu-
factured by the Western Cartridge Co., a
branch of the Winchester Repeating Arms
Co., in the same year as that used by"Os-
wald™ were procured and used in other

experiments which will be reported when “}k
X fragments was not a valid criterion for ,"l(complgte(LNone of these rounds has failed

judging how much weight was missing “to fire even though an additional four years
from bullet 399. Using the actual amount | has elapsed since the Kennedy shooting,

|

| o
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wmaking this annnunition 23 years ()ld at
the time of testing, (Nl(.l\()]jl.l\ repor ted
the same degree of dcpcndabu and
the F.B.I. agents who fircd-ammuiition
from lots 6000 and 6003 in Oswald’s rifle
more than 100 times also reported no fail-
ures to fire.!® These various samples repre-
sented cvery lot manufactured, so must
have included the lot from wlnch/Oswald
ammunition came. In all, more than 500
rounds of this Western Cartridge Company
6.5 millimeter ammunition have been fired
in these tests, without a single f.ulme to
fire on the first attempt.

One hundred and eighty complete loaded

mtndgcs of tlns _type were thewxgheﬁ)

to sec if there were gross differences in .

* powder charges which might thus be-de-
[T

tected; but cach lot was mtemally consist-

ent within 0.01 'gram. Oswald’s” unfired

round still bore the original lacquer placed

on it by the Western Cartridge Co. and

bore no traces of tampering, 1051/111«1;L or

should not be confused with the sccond
bullet which struck President Kennedy in
the right side of the back of the head,
which was severely disrupted (and which
proved fatal).

The intensity of the attacks on the verac-
ity of the Warren Commission Report b {

' persons who did not conduct any actual ex-

“Perimentation has beén not'tble It seemed
appropriate, therefore, that some experi-
ments should be conducted to test some \»
of the points made in the Warren Commis- A
sion Report. Since the preliminary findings

“presented here at least make the conclu-

sion of the Warren Commission appear
tenable insofar as the ammunition and bul-’
let fragments are concerned, it may be of
interest for investigators to look further
into more complex facets of the matter
such as the human capabilities involved,
the capability of the rifle and the reac-
tions of thesc bullets in bones and tissues.

\ADility of Bullet to Penetrate Two Pcr\j

1019 ading. The three cmpty rifle c.utud(c,e“) \ons In “tests__conducted by DrJohi

uml near his firing locatiofi-wére

(_cases
also inspected by us, under magnification,
\u and showed no signs of reloadmg or re-

sizin

It shou]d be pomtcd out that 6swﬂd
used American-made, brass-cased, “West-
ern” cartridges, which should not be con-
fused with imported cartridges which had
inferior powder cases, varicd more in gross
weight and performance and were found
to be dangerous because of a tendency of
the cases to burst when fired.

Mmshall\Nxchmof the Department of
Pathology, University of Kansas Medical
School, 12 mllxthr rifle cartridges like those
used by Oswald“(lot 6002) were fired into
a stack of pinc boards bound tightly to-
gether and were Tound to have marl\ed
penetrating power. Wooden Dlocks
inches thick were casily penetrated. It was
necessary to construct a wooden block 48
inches thick before the bullet would stop
just inside the wood.

Because of the great penetratmg ability,

The answer to the question, “Was Os- it is the opinion of these investigators that f\::
wald’s ammunition unreliable?” was also the bullet which struck Governor Connally - :{ -
, clearly “NO”! would have shattered his femur and trav- © . ® : ‘;
: ersed his thigh completely if it had not :-&§

Discussion /\been slowed down prior to striking him. < '\g

It should be remembered that bullet 399
is the one which is thought to have hit
Pleslden{\ennedys neck. NIt did not hit
any bones in “President Kennedy and in-
deed did not hit any vital structures.!® It

P T

Passing through the soft tissues of the
neck of President Kennedy with its two
layers of tough skin would have slowed
the bullet slightly more thaxf 0% dccording
to the figures of Nxchols “The passage

QNS
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through th¢_thorax of Governor Connalty
. . - » "

with its two additional layers of skin and

a glancing (tangential) contact with his

Gfth rib would have slowed it still more,

although less than the passage through

as it traversed the skin and bone of Gov-
ernor Connally’s wrist could have account-
ed for the loss of so much energy that it
' did not break his leg bone.
I As has_often been pointed out by Dr.
I\'Iilton’fmhicf Medical Examiner
- of thc%ﬁ?'cfr New York, human skin is
elastic and tough. It is very elfective in
slowing down pistol bullets, but the pene-
- trating ability of high-speed military rifle
bullets is of quite another order of mag-
' nitude ualess these bullets begin to travel
7 sideways (in”the process of “tambling” or
“Vawing”) as this one apparently did in
' ,Ab\‘“:/) /k\penetmting Governor Connally’s wrist. The

¥y} It is our opinion based on the experi-
, o« it P
g ‘)"\ Sy ments we have done and observed that if
L \;I"y _-" / the bullet had struck Governor Connally’s
N back as its first point of impact without
. previously passing through President Ken-
i nedy, it surely would have shattered Gov-
i - M ernor Connally’s femur and probably would
Doty e . : .
i R\v’ ¥ 37 have traversed his leg completely in addi-
: | tion to his thorax and wrist. In addition
PN : {it would have made a small punctate

: ;‘:SPA in the governor support the view that the
; ‘é': g bullet turned as described above.
. T }"‘U

wound of entrance on his back rather than
an elongated one. The shock of being hit
was so great that Governor Connally was
not even aware that his wrist and leg had
also been hit, cven though the large bone
in his wrist had been shattered into many
fragments (Tig. 2A) by the tangential pas-
o sage of the bullet. It was only when he
‘\,b"m‘ -:;.R awoke from anesthesia and saw the cast
on his wrist and the bandage on his leg
e that he asked what they were for.*
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“(as suggested by somg) is not _credible in

- President_Kennedy. “Onlytlie “additional
f . fact that it apparently traveled sideways,

sizes and shapes of the various bullet holes .

-Some of the soft lead core of the bullet \} -

‘truded and then broken off as if by its pas-

ot
i

i

The possibility that ‘the first bullet to
strike Governor Connally had been under-
Do_W_CI{:_d_,duc to a deficient powder charge

UEDppeS

..

our opinion, because the net offect of an
under-powered cartridge would have been | R
to make the bullet drop so severely that it pf b
would have hit a portion of the automobile! ¢

behind President Kennedy. We did, more-

over, weigh 180 of the rounds to check any §
sign of “under-charging” and found none, !

at Jeast in these “factory-loaded” cartridges. N o

A&&?‘“ﬁ&
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Summary SR Ry

A scries of feasibility studies was con- /(¥4 -,
ducted to see if any gross inaccuracies! i
could be found in one part of thé medical ¢ 5;: .
and forensic data frequently attacked by X" F
critics of the Warren Commission Report ,S,;"
having to do with bullet 399.

This actual bullet (a long, narrow '6_.5 :
millimeter Mannlicher-Carcano, fully<jack- -
eted military “ball” type projectile), which

.
the Warren Commission postulates penc- b
trated both President Kennedy’s neck and })? Fﬁ"‘
Governor Connally’s thorax, wrist and leg, %" (]

was carefully.examined. It was found to be ‘b; "k
flattened as if by a heavy blow on one side. & o

was found to be missing from the base-end
of the bullet which had a slightly “scooped-
out”_configuration. The weight of the bul-
Tet was .2 grains less than the mean and
median weights of 100 “duplicate” bullets
from the same manufacturer weighed by
these investigators. Thus on actual inspec-
tion this bullet (No. 399) was not_truly
“pristine” as described by many cfitics and
writers. It was definitely deformed and
some of its interior metal had been ex-

sage through firm material such as Gov-
ernor Connally’s wrist bone.
A bullet of this type was deformed to a

comparable extent by cclrﬂrﬂl‘pfeﬂs\si‘r:g’ :E in a
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sngg{ll vise. Great l\nc(‘_}vas required to
so doform this betict. “The soft lead which
then extruded from its base was compared
as to size, color, texture and roentgen ray
appearance with the {ragments scen by
roentgen ray and found at surgery in the
wrist and leg of Governor Counnaily. The
samples were compatibie in all these re-
spects. Our extruded plug of lead was
slightly larger (by rocntgen ray) than the
largest of the four fragments scen on roent-
genograms of Governor Connally, even
after slicing off from it threc additional
fragments the same size as the others seen
in Governor Connally’s roentgenograms. In
fact, by then slicing this largest fragment
into extremely thin shccs it was nosmble
for us to slice this 2.1 grain cxhuded lead
core into a maximum of 41 fragments, in-
stead of the four seen in Governor Con-
nally. Thus, the four fragments left by
bullet 399 in Governor Connally were by
no means “excessive,” as contended by
some critics. Ten such bullets were similar-
ly deformed, always with similar results.

Thg rcliability 6§ the Western Cartridge

Company ammunition used by Oswald was
tested by firing 100 rounds in a Mannlich-
er-Carcano carbine of the cxact type used
by Oswald. Morc ithan 500 additional
rounds were fired by these and other inves-

tigators, and therc was not a single failure -

to fire.

These experiments were designed to test
. only the feasxblhty of some of the allega-

tions and statements about the ammunition

. and the first bullet and its fragments, which
. the Warren Conumission behevcu pene-

trated both President Kennedy and Gov-
ernor Connally. ‘With regard to the pos-
sibility of whether the bullet fragments in
Governor Connally could have come from
a bullet deformed as was bullet 399, no
discreparicics, imeonsistehcies o “incom-
patibilities were detected between the data
as determined in these experiments and the
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contentions of the Warren Connm'ss'on
Furthiermore, the type of ammunition used
hy/Oswald*was found to be highly consist-
ent and reliable in performance. We were
left with no doubt_that bullet 399 could

have pcn(,lntcd President Kennedy's neck
and then Governor Connally as.the Warren
Commxsslo‘l pxoposed

“Abstract
The so-called “pristine” bullet (Warren -

Commission Exhibit 399), which critics
have been claiming could not have pene-
trated both President Kennedy’s neck and
Governor Connally’s thorax and wrist and
still remain undeformed, was found by
these investigators to be, in fact, deformed
(flattened) in a manner which required
great force to duplicate on tcst bullets from
the same lots.

The four fragments which the Warren
Commission contends bullet 399 left in
Governor Connally, while losing 2.2 grains
of its weight, arc by no means excessive,
since these experimenters were able to slice
41 fragments from the 2.1 grain cylinder of
lead extruded from their test bullet under
p"uahcl conditions.

It is the opinion of these 1nvcst1gators
that it is highly probable that bullet 399
was slowed down by traversing President
Kennedy’s neck before it penetrated Gov-
ernor Connally. Otherwise, had it hit Gov-
ernor Connally dircetly, we believe it
would have shattered his femur in addi-
tion to his rib and wrist bones. Further-
more, it would have left only a punctate

wound of entry on the Governor’s body -

rather than the elongated wound it did
leave.

The type of Western Cartridge Company
ammunition used by Oswald was found to
be highly reliable by these investigators,
confirming the finding of other experi-
menters. '
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11 January 1972

~ . .- The Editor, Globe and Mail

4% Dear Sir:

Contrary to the evidence that it gathered and to the
evidence that it declined to gather, the Warren Com-
mission proclaimed that a certain bullet, designated :
Exhibit 399, struck the late Presedent Kennedy in the
back and emerged from the front of his neck, then went- :
on to wound Govervor Uonnally 1n three separate parts ,,,,{
.“.of his body. : , . I

S - The doctors who performed an autopsy, of sorts, on
o the body of the President assured the Commission that the
‘bullet which presumably passed through the President's
neek left no fragments in that area, <1That assurance
:.agsisted the vommission in %k its efforts to make it
. appear that the rresident was shot by one person alone,
‘firing from behind. It was feeble assistance, but
"at least it was assistance, and for various reasons
", that assurance was absolutely essential for XEXRXEIRK - ..
+ -maintaining the basic fiction of the Varren Report, the -
»-fietion that only one person shot the President. Bux
what if there were ixxgmxnxx bullet fragments in the
President's neck? That is to say, what if the autopsy '@ -
doctors lied? Well, they d4id lie;_there were bullet
fragments in the neck area.

’ Ea.rly in 19&5 the U.S. government zmmmxximwsr
.. secretly commissioned & 4-doctor panel, experts in

- forensic pathology and radiology, to examine photo- .
graphs and X-ray filmg of the murdered President's body .’
"Several small metallic fragments are present in .this
(neck) region," they say in their gsecret report) Pﬁkept

for its release,

7 . Now we learn that a man whom the New York Times

"' (6lobe and Mail, 10 Jan, 1972, p. 12) has the temerity v
7 to call an expert, a urologist whose defense of the Warren
. ReEprEk Report presently, as in the past, amounts to the
"gort of stuff that one regularly flushes down toilets,

“. again procnﬁms the validity of the Warren Report, but -

- seemingly puts the lie both on the autopsy doctors and - y
on the 4-doctor panel, 7he autopsy doctors falsely stated
that there were no bullet fragments in the neck ares;

and, if we are to believe the latest "expert", the panel .
incorrectly reported that there were several bullet frag- .
ments there. According to Dr. John K. Lattimer, siwc wes

secret until 1969 when panie, not the public good, called j .
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~ Who recently was allowed to view the X-ray films (for

. - reasons which the u.S. government understands, but whieh
. -.the New York Times may never understand), there were only
©wi-two fragments in the neck area-- "flakes", as Lattimer

--.called them (for reasons which I and a few others under-
. +istand),

" Do Yyour readers wonder why researchers into the .
-Presidential assassination are exasperated by the proeclam-

ations of the most recent truth from the latest high
c-authority?

o - Never mind the exaspiration. It is enough to know
i, .-merely that there was metal in the President’s neck area,
o .. whether it be several pieces, two, or even one small :
Co v imflake"., (Do not be surprised if some government -diesig-
-~ 4 .+, nated "expert" soon steps forth to assert that, after
S “-'all, there were no fragments=-- the government needs such
... an expert more than you can imagine)s The information
.+ ... that there were bullet fragments of any description in
", - ithe President's neck area utterly destroys one of the main

»pillars of wet sand that seemingly support the Varren
,Report.

;. 'The bullet, Exhibit 399, which supposedly passed

“through the President's neck and also severely wounded

-Governor Connally, lost no fragments whatever-- none,

.~ ., not one, 7This is demonstrable in positive terms by :

T T reference to photographs in my possession. "“here is no .
- . 7. . region, no point, on any surface of that bullet where :
i, even a stngle small fragment can have been detached EXtwmx -

.. in the wounding either of President Kennedy or of Gover-

. nor Uonnally., (The bullet which wounded Governor Connally, -

..~by the way, deposited at least one fragment in his chest,

. eight or more fragments in his right wrist, and another
-fragment in his left thigh.) Exhibit 399, whieh is the

.very backbone of the vommission's fatuous conclusion that

.one man shot the rresident, cannot have played any part

+>*in the wounding of either vietim., When it came into -

. the possession of the investigative authorities its

. 'surface was slightly distorted (very slightly), but it

.. % was fully intact, without any metal missing.

. 1t is amazing to me that Lattimer and others of his
»1lk can tell the little truths (for example, that there
were bullet fragments in the neck area, and many other
things that are equally revealing of u.S. government
.eomplicity in covering up for the real assassins of the
‘President-- none of whom was Lee Harvey Oswald), and still
get away with the big lie, the lie that photographs and
}L-ra%s of the President's body support the conelusions
‘of the yarren Report, Lattimer can foster that lie




. only with the co-operation of a complacent press,
. willing-- indeed, eager-- prominently to set forth the
.. . pronouncements of any and all sycophants who, in support
.+ of the Warren Report, would rather have the world than gak
. ..gain their own souls.

. The photographs and X-rays either can show nothing
« pertaining to the question whether the President was

- wounded by bullets fired from separate locations, or

" they can xzx show that the President was wounded by
Mggunfmrqﬁelivered from at least two directions. 'They
cannot show that the President was wounded kx only by

- ... shots fired from behind. Such proof is inimieal to

7 existing, unassailable proof that President Kennedy was
: ‘struck bg bullets shot by at least two assassins firing

from separate directions, front and rear,

~‘In fact, it is possible even now to know (notwith-
standing Lattimer's proclamations to the contrary) that .
“the X-ray films do prove that the President was wounded
. by more than one assassin, and do prove, moreover, that ~ - -
~officials of the u.S. government did cover up for killers,
killers of their President. Things have been described
-about those pictures that cannot now be un-described
‘without involving further duplieity, even beyond the
. duplicity that Lattimer favors.

e Dr..John K. Lattimer, urologist, chairman of the

- department of urology at volumbia University, is probably
""'g fine urologist. He's the man to seé if you have problems
‘i with your urine, sut in matters that pertain to the

.. agsassination of President Kennedy, Lattimer is a faker.
.What's more, 1 think he knows that he is a faker. Your
“readers ought to know it too.

‘;Yburs truly,
R3ermetiel

Richard Bernabei
24 Bishop St.
Kingston, Untario




