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ay's Escape T ria  
Opens With Rebui 

• 
To Defenshe biwygri 

riminal Court .judged,  .today rebuffed 
WAR iBuRG; Tenn47.-Pcf:127.: (AP)4,,A 

Imes Earl Ray's. 	attempC to ttlyn 
to convicted assassin's escape trial. into 

forum to discuss:"  the -,miirder Of:41e 
ev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Rut Mr. Ray's attorneys said they still 

',fwd.  to present  testimony on their 
rent's 1f.:69 guilty plea to the Memphis 
'laying, and thus make the murder charge 
.1 issue in the • current trial, in width 
ir. Ray is chargeCwith.'escaping tram $1 
:rushy Mountain Penitentiary last Jane 
O. 	 • 	:" 	 • 	, 
At the court seision,a nineiniiii;:f14#- 

:omen ury was selected.. .4_ 
Befcre the trial beganNi.'ReY's'attor-

ey. Mark Lane, said he would argue ,that 
ts • client. was illegallY,4-confined:fand 
herefore not guilty or illegal escapei,•;;11' 

The trial is being conducted at the 	' 
!an County Vocational SchooVbecallse 
he country Courthouse• is,'being 'reined- . 
•led. Security was tight around,the  
ng, which is about:10 miles from the 	I 
penitentiary:', 	 ":4".".11 

Mr. Lane had hoped 	shovi:'thit-Mr. „ 
tay. was depriyed of a fair trial in 
)his in 1969, when he pleaded. guilty ld 
i court in Shelby: Cotinty,  to the slaYilig 
)f Dr..King in Memphis on April 1068, 
ind was sentenced to 99• years in" pris4n. ;'! 

"I haVe no intention to proyide foium ■ = 
for Mr. Ray' to issue: 	.Complatts 
against the system; the 'Shelby' COUrity-;. 
authorities or anybody ' else," Judge lee

. 
 

Asbury said, "I believe thatithe :lava is?) 
very narrow in this ease.". 	 f 
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