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O
n A

ug. 14, the H
ouse Select C

om
-

m
ittee on A

ssassinations w
ill begin pub-

lic hearings in W
ashington on the m

ur-
der of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing. T

hese 
hearings are the culm

ination of over a 
year and a half of interview

s, subpoenas, 
closed hearings, ballistics and m

edical 
analyses related to the circum

stances 
surrounding the deaths of both K

ing 



Just before the 
-13)„„,- P

e
o
p
l
e
s
 

M
arch K

ing 
w

as killed. 
A

 decade later 
the case is 
still unsolved. 

O
n A

ug. 14, the H
ouse Select C

om
-

m
ittee on A

ssassinations w
ill begin pub-

lic hearings in W
ashington on the m

ur-
der of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing. T

hese 
herrings are  the culm

ination of over n
 

year and a half of interview
s, subpoenas, 

closed hearings, ballistics and m
edical 

analyses related to the circum
stances 

surrounding the deaths of both K
ing 

and John F
 K

ennedy. 
O

ne of the first w
itnesses scheduled 

to appear before the com
m

ittee is Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay, the m
an convicted of assassi-

nating K
ing, now

 serving a 99-year pri-
son sentence at B

rushy M
ountain State 

P
rison in T

ennessee. 
R

ecently, R
ussell B

yers, a form
er 

auto parts dealer from
 St. L

ouis, has 
em

erged as a key figure in the investi-
gation. B

yers reportedly told the com
-

m
ittee over three m

onths ago that he 
w

as offered $50,000 to arrange the death 
of K

ing in late 1967 or early 1968. T
he 

tw
o Im

perial, M
o., m

en nam
ed by 

B
yers as the bearers of the offer are both 

dead. T
he source of the offer, reputed 

to be a businessm
en's group, rem

ains a 
m

atter of speculation. 
A

lthough B
yers' testim

ony has not 
been corroborated by any physical evi-
dence, the H

ouse com
m

ittee is pursuing 
a series of circum

stantial links betw
een  

him
, the m

en w
ho are said to have m

ade 
the offer, and people inside the M

issouri 
State P

enitentiary w
here Jam

es E
arl R

ay 
w

as incarcerated at the tim
e. 

"A
n adm

inistrative error" w
as the 

phrase used by an F
B

I spokesperson in 
explaining w

hy five years ago, w
hen 

B
yers' account of the offer originally 

reached F
B

I officials in the St. L
ouis 

field office, no further investigation w
as 

initiated. T
he bureau refuses to 

identify the agent, w
ho has since retired. 

A
pparently the report on the allega-

tions w
as m

ade and then filed, contrary 
to a regulation that requires any inform

a-
tion on a specific crim

e to be forw
arded 

to the agents w
orking on that case. The 

bureau m
aintained it w

as "an honest er-
ror" and stated that the incident w

as not 
in anyw

ay an attem
pt to block a full in-

vestigation. 
M

ark Lane, attorney for Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay and author of R
U

SH
 TO

 JU
D

G
M

E
N

T, 
C

ontinued on next page. 
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a book critical of the W
arren C

om
m

is-
' sion's exam

ination of the JFK
 assassina-

tion, raises the question of FB
I involve-

m
ent in the events leading to the K

ing 
m

urder and the subsequent investigation. 
In the follow

ing report, the successful 
efforts of the bureau to force K

ing to re-
lo

cate in
 th

e b
lack-o

w
n

ed
 L

o
rrain

e 
M

otel, the scene of the shooting, are de-
tailed. The extraordinary conditions in-
volved in R

ay's confession are discussed. 
A

nd, although she is not m
entioned in 

current m
edia coverage of the investiga-

tion, there is another key figure in the 
case—

G
race W

ald
en

. W
ald

en
, released

 
in M

ay of this year, has spent the last 
ten years in involuntary confinem

ent at 
th

e W
estern

 S
tate H

o
sp

ital in
 B

o
livar, 

T
en

n
. C

o
m

m
itted

 b
y th

e H
o

m
icid

e 
S

q
u

ad
 o

f th
e M

em
p

h
is P

o
lice D

ep
art-

m
ent shortly after the shooting, she 

m
ay possibly be the only eye-w

itness to 
the escape of K

ing's assassin. 

Part O
ne 

T
he B

urgeoning 
C

oalition: P
rologue 

to M
urder 

D
uring the Spring of 1968, D

r. M
artin 

L
uther K

ing Jr. w
as engaged in perhaps 

the m
ost im

portant organizing w
ork of 

his life. D
uring the 1950s he im

aginative-
ly and persistently confronted racism

 in 
the southern states. A

 decade later he 
m

arched against the entrenched urban 
racism

 and system
s of segregation in 

large northern cities. In 1967 he spoke 
out eloquently and forcefully against 
A

m
erican participation in the w

ar in 
V

ietnam
. H

e com
pared the tactics em

-
ployed by the A

m
erican m

ilitary against 
the civilian population in Southeast A

sia 
w

ith those utilized by the N
azis a quarter 

of a century earlier. 
D

espite the illegal actions of A
m

erican 
intelligence organizations, w

hich w
ere 

. .  

alarm
ed by the intelligence organizations 

to this new
 peril, w

arned: "T
he U

.S
. 

m
ay face a civil crisis this A

pril w
hen-1 

the Poor People's A
rm

y pitches cam
p in 

the N
ation's C

apital." E
m

ergency m
eet-

ings at the W
hite H

ouse brought togeth-
er functionaries w

ithin the D
epartm

ent 
of Justice, the Pentagon and the local 
police forces to coordinate strategy. 
A

larm
ists in the governm

ent view
ed the 

cam
paign as a precursor to revolution. 

T
heir assessm

ents m
ade in a clim

ate of 
panic and hysteria, w

ere clearly exagger-
ated, yet they knew

 the coalition pos-
sessed the potential to bring about 
change. 

O
n A

pril 4, 1968, just before the 
Poor People's M

arch w
as scheduled to 

reach W
ashington, M

artin L
uther K

ing 
w

as assassinated in M
em

phis, T
enn. D

e-
spite the efforts of m

any w
om

en and 
m

en of good w
ill, the coalition he head-

ed began to deteriorate. It soon ceased to 
exist. 

Part Two 
M

em
phis 

D
uring the early days of 1968, the san-

itation w
orkers in M

em
phis, m

ost of 
them

 black, w
ent on strike. T

heir effort 
w

as characterized by the slogan "I am
 a 

m
an." W

ages, w
orking conditions and 

racism
 w

ere issues in thestrike. Y
et, the 

heart of their dem
ands w

as the recogni-
, tion of the dignity of their labor. T

his 
core issue quickly gained the support of 
the R

ev. Jam
es M

. L
aw

son, the m
inister 

at the C
entenary U

nited M
ethodist 

C
hurch in M

em
phis. L

aw
son had 

w
orked closely w

ith K
ing for m

ore than 
a decade, w

as the spiritual founder of the 
Student N

on-V
iolent C

oordinating C
om

-
m

ittee (SN
C

C
) and a teacher of non-

violence w
ithin K

ing's S
outhern C

hris-
tian L

eadership C
onference (S

C
L

C
). 

A
s the C

hairm
an of the Strategy C

om
 

m
ittee for the sanitation strike,'R

ev. 
L

aw
son urged D

r. K
ing to lead a m

as- 

K
ing from

 carrying out the P
oor P

eo-
ple's C

am
paign in W

ashington. In his 
speech he referred to K

ing as a "self-
serving rabble-rouser" and said that 
K

ing, if not enjoined by C
ongress, 

w
ould create "violence, destruction, 

looting and bloodshed" in W
ashington. 

H
e added, "K

ing intends to create a 
black hole of despair w

ith people packed 
together w

ith pigs and chickens in a 
`shanty tow

n' lacking sanitation. Surely 
he m

ust know
 that to change hearts it is 

not necessary to turn stom
achs. It can be 

assum
ed that, how

ever, if yesterday's 
flight by K

ing from
 the disorder he had 

helped to generate w
as any indication 

of w
hat he m

ight do here, the 'M
essiah' 

him
self w

ill not share the squalor he 
plans and that instead he w

ill be con-
ducting a lay-in at a posh W

ashington 
hotel to dram

atize som
e im

aginary dis-
crim

ination here." 
S

everal years later, the C
hurch C

om
-

m
ittee of the U

.S
. S

enate revealed that 
C

artha D
e L

oach, then a top F
B

I offi-
cial, reported to C

lyde T
olson, w

ho 
served just under J. E

dgar H
oover in 

the F
B

I, that B
yrd w

anted to prevent 
D

r. K
ing from

 com
ing to W

ashington 
and said that B

yrd had said it w
as tim

e 
that "K

ing m
et his W

aterloo." T
he 

m
em

o reveals that B
yrd asked the F

B
I 

to prepare a scurrilous attack upon D
r. 

G
race W

alden 
w

as taken by 
M

em
phis police 

to be kept in the 
hospital until 
after R

ay's trial. 
K

ing for him
 to deliver on the floor of 

ticing law
yer in M

em
phis. H

e believes 
that he arrived in the room

ing house at 
approxim

ately 6:30 that evening w
here 

he m
et G

race W
alden and C

harles Q
. 

Stephens, both of w
hom

 lived in the tw
o-

room
 apartm

ent next to the com
m

unity 
bathroom

 from
 w

hich the shot had been 
fired. 

"G
race W

alden described the m
an she 

had seen flee from
 the bathroom

. H
e 

w
as short and had salt-and-pepper hair. 

A
 m

an in his late 50s. She appeared to 
m

e to be sober and alert but in a som
e-

w
hat w

eakened condition. I believe she 
said she had recently been released from

 
the hospital for som

e physical ailm
ent. 

C
harlie Stephens, on the other hand, w

as 
w

ildly drunk. B
essie B

rew
er, w

ho ran the 
- room

ing house, told m
e to pay no atten-

tion to C
harlie since he w

as drunk and 
didn't know

 w
hat he w

as talking about. I 
distinctly recall that C

harlie S
tephens 

said to m
e, 'It w

as a nigger w
hat done it." 

T
he police arrived on the scene and 

took W
alden and Stephens to headquar-

ters w
here they w

ere questioned. W
alden 

stated that the m
an she saw

 flee from
 the 

bathroom
 held som

ething in his right 
hand and that he w

as approxim
ately 5 

feet 5 inches tall, very thin, had a dark 
com

plexion, and w
as in his late 50s or 

early 60s. She said that he w
ore a hunt-

ing jacket of neutral color that w
as open 

near the neck and that she could see a 
bright plaid or checkered shirt under 
the jacket. A

ccording to T
hom

as Sm
ith, 

the C
hief Investigator for the M

em
phis 

Police of the K
ing assassination, C

harles 
Stephens "w

as in a drunken condition 
and unable to tell us anything at that 
tim

e." Sm
ith is now

 a M
em

phis police 
captain in charge of hom

icide. E
arlier 

this year he told a reporter for B
B

C
-

television that he had seen S
tephens 

m
inutes after the assassination and 

that S
tephens w

as drunk at that tim
e 

and unable to provide inform
ation. 

A
pproxim

ately tw
o m

onths later, 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
as arrested in L

ondon. 
A

t that tim
e, FB

I agents asked G
race 

W
alden to sign an affidavit so that R

ay 



I the escape of K
ing 's assassin. 

P
art O

ne 
T

he B
urgeoning 

C
oalition: P

rologue 
to M

urder 
D

uring the Spring of 1968, D
r. M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr. w

as engaged in perhaps 
the m

ost im
portant organizing w

ork of 
his life. D

uring the 1950s he im
aginative-

ly and persistently confronted racism
 in 

the southern states. A
 decade later he 

m
arched against the entrenched urban 

racism
 and system

s of segregation in 
large northern cities. In 1967 he spoke 
out eloquently and forcefully against 
A

m
erican participation in the w

ar in 
V

ietnam
. H

e com
pared the tactics em

-
ployed by the A

m
erican m

ilitary against 
the civilian population in Southeast A

sia 
w

ith those utilized by the N
azis a quarter 

of a century earlier. 
D

espite the illegal actions of A
m

erican 
intelligence organizations, w

hich w
ere 

relatively effective in creating divisions in 
the leadership of the m

ovem
ents for jus-

tice and peace, D
r. K

ing had helped to 
forge a new

 A
m

erican coalition. H
e had 

learned a great deal about the pow
er 

structure w
hile serving tim

e in the B
ir-

m
ingham

 jail, w
hile being assaulted in 

the streets of C
hicago, and w

hile lead-
ing blacks and young w

hites in dem
ands 

for an end to the w
ar in V

ietnam
. D

uring 
the Spring of 1968 he planned at last to 
confront the A

m
erican econom

ic stru-
ture. H

e had issued a call to poor people 
to m

eet in
 W

ash
in

gton
, D

.C
., d

u
rin

g 
A

pril and to rem
ain there until they 

forced the governm
ent to m

ake changes 
in the econom

ic system
. In his prophetic 

m
inistry he envisioned a rainbow

 of A
m

-
ericans, poor w

hite and black, yellow
, 

red and brow
n, cam

ped in front of the 
H

ouse and Senate and other governm
ent 

buildings for as long as it took to dem
-

onstrate the need for fundam
ental 

changes in the social system
. 

T
he P

resident and his advisors feared 
that confrontation. L

eaders of the Sen- 
. 

—
ate and of.the H

ouse felt obliged to in- 

Jeverat years later, tne L
nurcn %

A
nn-

m
ittee of the U

.S. Senate revealed that 
C

artha D
e L

oach, then a top F
B

I offi-
cial, reported to C

lyde T
olson, w

ho 
served just under J. E

dgar H
oover in 

the F
B

I, that B
yrd w

anted to prevent 
D

r. K
ing from

 com
ing to W

ashington 
and said that B

yrd had said it w
as tim

e 
that "K

ing m
et his W

aterloo." T
he 

m
em

o reveals that B
yrd asked the F

B
I 

to prepare a scurrilous attack upon D
r. 

G
race W

alden 
vcias taken by 
M

em
phis police 

to be kept in the 
hospital until 
after R

ay's trial 
K

ing for him
 to deliver on the floor of

.  

the Senate. T
he w

ord "M
essiah" w

as 
regularly used to describe D

r. K
ing in 

F
B

I m
em

os."
 

 
A

 high-level F
B

I m
em

orandum
 sug-

gested that the B
ureau destroy K

ing, 
rem

ove him
 from

 leadership and replace 
him

 w
ith a "B

lack M
essiah" created 

by the F
B

I. T
he com

m
ent about a "lay-

in" at a W
ashington hotel referred to 

the F
B

I's sexpionage cam
paign against 

K
ing. A

nd the phrase "posh W
ashing-

ton hotel" m
ay have been calculated by 

the F
B

I to drive K
ing out of the H

oli-
day Inn R

iverm
ont, the m

ost m
odern 

hotel in M
em

phis at the tim
e, and into 

the m
ore m

odest L
orraine M

otel that 
provided no security. 

T
he F

B
I, not know

n for its subtlety, 
found a m

ore direct w
ay to encourage 

K
ing to abandon the security of the 

H
oliday Inn R

iverm
ont and register in-

stead at the L
orraine M

otel. H
oover or-

dered R
obert Jensen, Special A

gent in 
C

harge of the M
em

phis D
ivision of the 

F
B

I, to prepare a press release w
hich 

w
as "not to be attributed" to the F

B
I. 

It pointed out that K
ing w

as urging- 

S
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T
he police arrived on the scene and 

took W
alden and Stephens to headquar-

ters w
here they w

ere questioned. W
alden 

stated that the m
an she saw

 flee from
 the 

bathroom
 held som

ething in his right 
hand and that he w

as approxim
ately 5 

feet 5 inches tall, very thin, had a dark 
com

plexion, and w
as in his late 50s or 

early 60s. She said that he w
ore a hunt-

ing jacket of neutral color that w
as open 

near the neck and that she could see a 
bright plaid or checkered shirt under 
the jacket. A

ccording to T
hom

as Sm
ith, 

the C
hief Investigator for the M

em
phis 

P
olice of the K

ing assassination, C
harles 

Stephens "w
as in a drunken condition 

and unable to tell us anything at that 
tim

e." Sm
ith is now

 a M
em

phis police 
captain in charge of hom

icide. E
arlier 

this year he told a reporter for B
B

C
-

television that he had seen Stephens 
m

inutes after the assassination and 
that Stephens w

as drunk at that tim
e 

and unable to provide inform
ation. 

A
pproxim

ately tw
o m

onths later, 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
as arrested in L

ondon. 
A

t that tim
e, F

B
I agents asked G

race 
W

alden to sign an affidavit so that R
ay 

could be extradited. W
hen she saw

 R
ay's 

picture she said, "T
hey got the w

rong 
m

an. T
his m

an doesn't look anything at! 
all like the m

an I saw
 com

e out of the 
bathroom

." A
t the tim

e R
ay w

as 39 
years old. R

ay is 5 feet 11 inches. R
ay 

has a light com
plexion. W

alden re-
fused to sign the affidavit. She w

as 
threatened and frightened by the agents 
but refused to identify R

ay as the m
an 

she had seen. "T
he fact is, it doesn't 

look a thing like him
," she said. Shortly 

after she arrived hom
e, W

alden w
as ar-

rested by tw
o officers of the M

em
phis 

H
om

icide Squad and taken to the m
ental 

w
ard of the John G

aston H
ospital, the 

city hospital in M
em

phis. She w
as held 

there for several w
eeks and then com

m
it-

ted to the W
estern State H

ospital in B
ol-

ivar, T
enn. T

he charge m
ade against her 

w
as that she w

as hallucinating, that "the 
patient thinks she w

as a w
itness to the 

m
urder of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing." She 

w
as held in seclusion in that institution as 

the defense team
 sought to prepare the 

case for Jam
es E

arl R
ay. T

he notation in 
the hospital record stated that she should 

ea D
egan to aetenorate. it soon ceasea to 

exist. 

P
art T

w
o 

M
em

phis 
D

uring the early days of 1968, the san-
itation w

orkers in M
em

phis, m
ost of 

them
 black, w

ent on strike. T
heir effort 

w
as characterized by the slogan "I am

 a 
m

an." W
ages, w

orking conditions and 
racism

 w
ere issues in the strike. Y

et, the 
heart of their dem

ands w
as the recogni-

-tion of the dignity of their labor. T
his 

core issue quickly gained the support of 
the R

ev. Jam
es M

. L
aw

son, the m
inister 

at the C
entenary U

nited M
ethodist 

C
hurch in M

em
phis. L

aw
son had 

w
orked closely w

ith K
ing for m

ore than 
a decade, w

as the spiritual founder of the 
Student N

on-V
iolent C

oordinating C
om

-
m

ittee (SN
C

C
) and a teacher of non-

violence w
ithin K

ing's Southern C
hris-

tian L
eadership C

onference (SC
L

C
). 

A
s the C

hairm
an of the Strategy C

om
-

m
ittee for the sanitation strike,`R

ev. 
L

aw
son urged D

r. K
ing to lead a m

as-
sive non-violent m

arch in M
em

phis on 
M

arch
 28. S

om
e of th

ose arou
n

d
 K

in
g ' 

urged him
 to forego the M

em
phis trip 

and to concentrate his attention on the
-

planned national cam
paign in W

ashing-
ton. K

ing rem
inded them

 of the B
iblical 

injunction to provide help for "the least 
of these." T

he central issue around w
hich 

the strike centered proved irresistible to 
K

ing; but despite him
, the m

arch through 
M

em
phis w

as converted into a violent 
conflict w

ith the local police. R
ev. L

aw
-

son rem
em

bers it w
ell. 

"T
here w

as a m
ilitant black youth or-

ganization called the Invaders. T
hey 

w
ere distinguished by their rhetoric and 

their black leather jackets. W
hen store 

w
indow

s w
ere sm

ashed and the confron-
tation began, m

any people thought that 
the Invaders had initiated the violence. 
B

ut I knew
 w

ho the Invaders w
ere and 

w
hile those w

ho w
ere sm

ashing w
indow

s 
w

ere young and clad in black leather 
jackets, I had never seen them

 in M
em

-
phis before. T

hey w
ere not m

em
bers of 

the Invaders," L
aw

son said. 
"I w

as at the head of the m
arch w

hen 



structure w
hile serving tim

e in the B
ir-

m
ingham

 jail, w
hile being assaulted in 

the streets of C
hicago, and w

hile lead-
ing blacks and young w

hites in dem
ands 

for an end to the w
ar in V

ietnam
. D

uring 
the Spring of 1968 he planned at last to 
confront the A

m
erican econom

ic stru-
ture. H

e had issued a call to poor people 
to m

eet in W
ashington, D

.C
., during 

A
pril and to rem

ain there until they 
forced the governm

ent to m
ake changes 

in the econom
ic system

. In his prophetic 
m

inistry he envisioned a rainbow
 of A

m
-

ericans, poor w
hite and black, yellow

, 
red and brow

n, cam
ped in front of the 

H
ouse and Senate and other governm

ent 
buildings for as long as it took to dem

-
onstrate the need for fundam

ental 
changes in the social system

. 
T

he President and his advisors feared 
that confrontation. L

eaders of the S
en-

ate and of the H
ouse felt obliged to in-

dulge in orgies of racist rhetoric. T
he fine 

hand of A
m

erican intelligence agencies 
drafted speeches to be read on the floor 
of the S

enate by dutiful m
em

bers of 
w

hat, w
ith pride, they referred to as the 

m
ost exclusive club in the w

orld. J. E
d-

gar H
oover's pathological obsession 

w
ith D

r. K
ing, w

ho had taught a new
 

m
orality to a country that had condoned 

native A
m

erican genocide and black slav-
ery, w

as prepared to m
ove to the next 

stage of struggle. H
is legions w

ere no 
longer to be confined to long-suffering 
blacks in the southern states and the 
sprinkling of support from

 northern lib-
erals m

ore inclined to help finance D
r. 

K
ing's southern struggles than to con-

front racism
 in their ow

n com
m

unities. 
T

he new
 coalition included the poor 

of every color and of every ethnic group, 
together w

ith the tens of thousands of 
young people w

ho opposed the w
ar in 

V
ietnam

 on every college cam
pus in A

m
-

erica and in every city and tow
n as w

ell, 
seriously discom

fitted the established 
leadership. 

P
ublications like R

eader's D
igest, 

ton. K
ing rem

inded them
 of the B

iblical 
injunction to provide help for "the least 
of these." T

he central issue around w
hich 

the strike centered proved irresistible to 
K

ing; but despite him
, the m

arch through 
M

em
phis w

as converted into a violent 
conflict w

ith the local police. R
ev. L

aw
- 

son rem
em

bers it w
ell. 	

- 
"T

here w
as a m

ilitant black youth or-
ganization called the Invaders. T

hey 
w

ere distinguished by their rhetoric and 
their black leather jackets. W

hen store 
w

indow
s w

ere sm
ashed and the confron-

tation began, m
any people thought that 

the Invaders had initiated the violence. 
B

ut I knew
 w

ho the Invaders w
ere and 

w
hile those w

ho w
ere sm

ashing w
indow

s 
w

ere young and clad in black leather 
jackets, I had never seen them

 in M
em

-
phis before. T

hey w
ere not m

em
bers of 

the Invaders," L
aw

son said. 
"I w

as at thP head o
f the m

arch w
hen  

the violence broke out. W
indow

s w
ere 

being shattered around us and behind us 
and the police took no action. I told 
M

artin that he should leave the line of 
m

arch. H
e refused. I told him

 it w
as no 

longer our m
arch, that it had been taken 

over by others and that w
e w

ould have to 
com

e back and finish it another day. I 
called several m

inisters and together w
e 

urged and alm
ost coerced M

artin into 
entering a car. W

e agreed that he should 
go to the H

oliday Inn R
iverm

ont outside 
of the dow

ntow
n area because it provid-

ed excellent security. I rem
ained on at the 

head of the, m
arch and tried to prevent 

further violence. A
s I look back now

, I 
w

onder if the plan w
as to kill M

artin in 
the block that loom

ed ahead of us be-
cause it w

as there that the confrontation 
w

ith the police really began. If M
artin 

had been killed in that m
elee, no one 

w
ould ever have know

n w
ho did it and 

no doubt a good part of the blam
e w

ould 
have been placed upon the 'black m

ili-
tants' w

ho had initiated the violence." 
T

he follow
ing day, S

en. R
obert B

yrd 
called upon the C

ongress to enjoin D
r. 

rem
ove him

 from
 leadership and replace 

him
 w

ith a "B
lack M

essiah" created 
by the FB

I. T
he com

m
ent about a "lay-

in" at a W
ashington hotel referred to 

the F
B

I's sexpionage cam
paign against 

K
ing. A

nd the phrase "posh W
ashing-

ton hotel" m
ay have been calculated by 

the F
B

I to drive K
ing out of the H

oli-
day Inn R

iverm
ont, the m

ost m
odern 

hotel in M
em

phis at the tim
e, and into 

the m
ore m

odest L
orraine M

otel that 
provided no security. 

T
he F

B
I, not know

n for its subtlety, 
found a m

ore direct w
ay to encourage 

K
ing to abandon the security of the 

H
oliday Inn R

iverm
ontand register in-

stead at the L
orraine M

otel. H
oover or-

dered R
obert Jensen, S

pecial A
gent in 

C
harge of the M

em
phis D

ivision of the 
F

B
I, to prepare a press release w

hich 
w

as "not to be attributed" to the F
B

I. 
It pointed out that K

ing w
as urging- 

blacks to boycott w
hite-ow

ned estab-
lishm

ents in M
em

phis w
hile he him

self 
w

as planning to stay at a w
hite-ow

ned 
H

oliday Inn. T
he F

B
I release boldly 

stated that K
ing should stay, instead, 

at the L
orraine M

otel, "ow
ned and op-

erated by N
egroes." In the furor en-

gendered by the m
anipulation of the 

m
edia and political leaders by the intel-

ligence organizations, K
ing's aides re-

served a room
 for him

 at the L
orraine 

M
otel. A

 few
 days later he w

as dead. 

Part T
hree 

T
he R

oom
ing H

ouse 
T

he shot that killed K
ing w

as fired at 
6:01 p.m

. W
ithin m

inutes, the local po-
lice and the F

B
I had determ

ined that it 
had been fired from

 a com
m

unity 
bathroom

 on the second floor of a room
-

ing house at 4181/2 South M
ain St. O

ne 
of the first reporters to arrive at the scene 
w

as W
ayne C

hastain, then a reporter for 
the M

em
phis P

ress-S
cim

itar, now
 a prac- 

years old. R
ay is 5 feet 11 inches. R

ay 
has a light com

plexion. W
alden re-

fused to sign the affidavit. She w
as 

threatened and frightened by the agents 
but refused to identify R

ay as the m
an 

she had seen. "T
he fact is, it doesn't 

look a thing like him
," she said. Shortly 

after she arrived hom
e, W

alden w
as ar-

rested by tw
o officers of the M

em
phis 

H
om

icide Squad and taken to the m
ental 

w
ard of the John G

aston H
ospital, the 

city hospital in M
em

phis. She w
as held 

there for several w
eeks and then com

m
it-

ted to the W
estern State H

ospital in B
ol-

ivar, T
enn. T

he charge m
ade against her 

w
as that she w

as hallucinating, that "the 
patient thinks she w

as a w
itness to the 

m
urder of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing." She 

w
as held in seclusion in that institution as 

the defense team
 sought to prepare the 

case for Jam
es E

arl R
ay. T

he notation in 
the hospital record stated that she should 
be "kept in the hospital until the R

ay 
m

urder trial is over." T
he hospital rec-

ord also revealed that she w
as not to be 

released until the H
om

icide S
quad of 

the M
em

phis Police D
epartm

ent said so. 
T

en years later she w
as still at the m

ental 
institution at B

olivar, T
enn. 

W
ith G

race W
alden out of the w

ay, 
M

em
phis police arranged for C

harlie 
S

tephens, w
ho had been arrested m

ore 
than 200 tim

es for being publicly drunk, 
to get all the liquor he w

ished and that 
the Police D

epartm
ent w

ould pay for it. 
In that condition and after he had been 
prom

ised a $100,000 rew
ard, C

harles Q
. 

Stephens signed an affidavit identifying 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay as the m
an he saw

 flee 
from

 the bathroom
 after the shot w

as 
fired. T

he federal authorities w
ho pre-

pared that affidavit and subm
itted it to 

a court in L
ondon in order to secure 

R
ay's presence in M

em
phis, knew

 that 
the affidavit w

as false. Y
et, w

ith the 
exception of Jam

es E
arl R

ay's ow
n 

coerced confession, the only evidence 
that ties R

ay to the m
urder is the per-

jured affidavit. 



IN
 TH

ESE TIM
ES A

U
G

. 9-15,1978 13 

K
ing w

as speaking, w
hen he w

as killed, 
eloquently supported the dem

and. L
ater 

that day, R
ev. L

aw
son and others led 

5,000 people in a solem
n m

arch past 
the L

orraine M
otel and into the O

rphe-
urn T

heatre. 
"I did not believe it then and I do not 

believe now
 that Jam

es E
arl R

ay pulled 
the trigger," he said. L

ater L
aw

son said, 
"T

here can be no question now
 as to 

w
here blacks in M

em
phis stand on the 

question of a trial for Jam
es E

arl R
ay." 

S
hock w

aves from
 the tenth anniver-

sary celebration w
ere im

m
ediately felt 

in the state capital. B
lack and w

hite 
m

inisters and priests, supported by 
trade union leaders and m

asses of w
ork-

ers, dem
anded freedom

 for G
race W

al-
den and a trial for Jam

es E
arl R

ay. A
 

pro-F
B

I police reporter for a local tele-
vision station in M

em
phis w

as sum
-

m
oned to B

olivar, T
enn., w

here in vio :
  

lation of federal law
 and state statute, 

he w
as perm

itted to conduct a film
ed 

interview
 w

ith G
race W

alden. T
he highly 

edited version w
as show

n that evening on 
the M

em
phis C

B
S affiliate w

as designed 
to dem

onstrate that G
race W

alden w
as 

m
entally incom

petent. B
efore the inter- 

T
he R

ev. Jam
es 

M
. L

aw
son and 

others are 
dem

anding a new
 

trial for Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay. 

the hour and after brushing past the 
guards, asked G

race if she w
ould like 

to accom
pany m

e to dinner. I assured 
the proprieters of the institution that 
the P

robate C
ourt Judge had said that 

I could have dinner w
ith her. G

race put 
on her coat, tolcrthe proprietor that "I'll 
be back in an hour or tw

o," then looked 
at m

e and w
inked. W

e drove to the 
M

em
phis airport. 

W
hen w

e arrived in L
os A

ngeles later 
that evening, m

ore than half a dozen 
m

inisters and priests and 100 other 
supporters w

ere at the airport. T
w

o FB
I 

agents m
onitored our arrival. A

lm
ost 

im
m

ediately the law
yer w

ho had been 
appointed W

alden's guardian filed a 
petition in the M

em
phis P

robate C
ourt 

citing m
e for contem

pt of court for hav-
ing left the jurisdiction w

ith G
race. 

I returned to M
em

phis to answ
er the 

citation and follow
ing a six-hour hear-

ing, in w
hich I w

as strongly supported 
by the M

em
phis clergy, the court dis-

m
issed the contem

pt citation and ap-
pointed m

e as W
alden's guardian. I 

agreed to undertake that assignm
ent 

w
ith the understanding that m

y first 
act w

ould be to secure all of her hospi-
tal records, w

hich had been previously 
unavailable to us and to her, and that I 
w

ould then m
ove to dism

iss m
yself as 

her guardian since she w
as com

petent. 

Part Seven 
T

he B
urgeoning 

C
oalition: Prologue 

to C
hange 

Follow
ing the escape of G

race W
al-

den, a new
 organization, the C

om
m

ittee 
for T

ruth and Justice R
egarding the A

s-
sassination of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing, 

em
erged ender the leadership of R

ev. 

P
hotos/N

ords M
cN

am
ara 

gan to lose w
eight. H

is body broke out 
into a rash. H

is nose began to bleed. 
. 	

. 	
. 	

. 	
.  
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T
he R

ev. Jam
es 

M
. L

aw
son and 

others are 
dem

anding a new
 

trial for Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay. 

ing left the jurisdiction w
ith G

race. 
I returned to M

em
phis to answ

er the 
citation and follow

ing a six-hour hear-
ing, in w

hich I w
as strongly supported 

by the M
em

phis clergy, the court dis-
m

issed the contem
pt citation and ap-

pointed m
e as W

alden's guardian. I 
agreed to undertake that assignm

ent 
w

ith the understanding that m
y first 

act w
ould be to secure all of her hospi-

tal records, w
hich had been previously 

unavailable to us and to her, and that I 
w

ould then m
ove to dism

iss m
yself as 

her guardian since she w
as com

petent. 

Part Seven 
T

he B
urgeoning 

C
oalition: Prologue 

to C
hange 

F
ollow

ing the escape of G
race W

al-
den, a new

 organization, the C
om

m
ittee 

for T
ruth and Justice R

egarding the A
s-

sassination of D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing, 
em

ergedittider the leadership of R
ev. 

P
hotos/N

orrls M
cN

am
ara 

P
art F

our 
T

he C
onfession 

E
ven as the D

epartm
ent of Justice, w

as 
forw

arding the perjured Stephens affi-
davit to the authorities in L

ondon, the 
F

ederal B
ureau of P

risons and the F
B

I 
w

ere preparing a torture cham
ber for 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay in the Shelby C

ounty 
jail in M

em
phis. A

lthough they had no 
authority to act in the case of T

he P
eo-

ple of T
ennessee against Jam

es E
arl R

ay, 
the. F

B
I took it over from

 the M
em

phis 
P

olice on A
pril 4, 1968. B

y the tim
e R

ay 
w

as in custody in L
ondon, federal auth-

orities w
ere reconstructing a M

em
phis 

jail cell for him
. H

eavy steel plates w
ere 

installed on all the w
indow

s previously 
secured by bars. F

resh air and natural 
light w

ere excluded from
 the cell. B

right 
lights and tw

o closed-circuit television 
cam

eras w
ere installed. M

icrophones 
w

ere placed in the cell to pick up and 
m

agnify every sound m
ade by the pri-

n
et ..in

clu
d

in
alis b

reath
in

g 
flo

p
 1114-  

gan to lose w
eight. H

is body broke out 
into a rash. H

is nose began to bleed. 
A

s the physical environm
ent dim

in-
ished R

ay's ability to resist, the federal 
police w

aged a psychological w
ar against 

him
. H

e w
as inform

ed that if he did not • 
plead guilty, his brother Jerry w

ould be 
indicted as a co-conspirator in the m

ur-
der of D

r. K
ing and probably executed. 

R
ay responded that neither he nor his 

brother had killed K
ing and that he w

as 
not afraid of a trial. F

inally he w
as in-

form
ed that the F

B
I had determ

ined that 
R

ay's father, then an elderly m
an, had 

violated parole in Iow
a m

ore than 40 
years before. R

ay w
as inform

ed that if 
he did not agree to plead guilty, his fath-
er w

ould be arrested, transported to 
Iow

a and, in all probability, die in 
prison. R

ay's resistance collapsed. H
e 

agreed to plead guilty. 
B

ut w
hen R

ay pleaded guilty in open 
court he asserted that there had been a 
conspiracy to kill K

ing. T
he trial judge 

ordered him
 to rem

ain silent. 
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F
ederal B

ureau of P
risons and the F

B
I 

w
ere preparing a torture cham

ber for 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay in the S
helby C

ounty 
jail in M

em
phis. A

lthough they had no 
authority to act in the case of The P

eo-
ple of T

ennessee against Jam
es E

arl R
ay, 

the. FB
I took it over from

 the M
em

phis 
Police on A

pril 4, 1968. B
y the tim

e R
ay 

w
as in custody in L

ondon, federal auth-
orities w

ere reconstructing a M
em

phis 
jail cell for him

. H
eavy steel plates w

ere 
installed on all the w

indow
s previously 

secured by bars. Fresh air and natural 
light w

ere excluded from
 the cell. B

right 
lights and tw

o closed-circuit television 
cam

eras w
ere installed. M

icrophones 
w

ere placed in the cell to pick up and 
m

agnify every sound m
ade by the pri-

soner, including his breathing. O
ne pri-

son guard said, "W
e could hear a roach 

w
alk across the cell floor." 
T

w
o
 m

o
's after R

ay
 h

ad
 b

een
 co

n
-

fined under these conditions, his attor-
ney, A

rthur H
anes, filed a m

otion re-
questing an order directing the S

helby 
C

ounty S
heriff to "cease and desist 

from
 the use of television lights, cam

-
eras and m

icrophones to constantly sur-
veille the defendant." T

he m
otion stated 

that "the presence of said illum
ination 

and surveillance has deprived defendant 
of the opportunity to rest or sleep, has a 
tendency to cause defendant to be ner-
vous and disturbed, and constittnes an 
electronic form

 of cruel and unusual 
punishm

ent." 
T

he M
em

phis D
istrict A

ttorney G
en-

eral, w
ho prepared the case against R

ay, 
said that the lights, m

icrophones and 
cam

eras w
ere required to protect the de-

fendant R
ay and to keep him

 from
 es-

caping. T
he M

em
phis judge found that 

"the security com
plained of is for the 

benefit of the defendant." F
or alm

ost 
eight m

onths Jam
es E

arl R
ay w

as con-
fined to that torture cham

ber. T
w

o 
guards rem

ained in the cell w
ith him

 at 
all tim

es and tw
o guards rem

ained just 
beyond the bars w

atching him
. R

ay be- 
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der of D
r. K

ing and probably executed. 
R

ay responded that neither he nor his 
brother had killed K

ing and that he w
as 

not afraid of a trial. Finally he w
as in-

form
ed that the FB

I had determ
ined that 

R
ay's father, then an elderly m

an, had 
violated parole in Iow

a m
ore than 40 

years before. R
ay w

as inform
ed that if 

he did not agree to plead guilty, his fath-
er w

ould be arrested, transported to 
Iow

a and, in all probability, die in 
prison. R

ay's resistance collapsed. H
e 

agreed to plead guilty. 
B

ut w
hen R

ay pleaded guilty in open 
court he asserted that there had been a 
conspiracy to kill K

ing. T
he trial judge 

ordered him
 to rem

ain silent. 

P
art F

ive 
T

he T
enth A

nniversary 
A

pril 4, 1978, m
arked the tenth 

anniversary of K
ing's assassination. 

E
ach year the A

m
erican F

ederation of 
S

tate, C
ounty and M

unicipal E
m

ploy-
ees (A

F
S

C
M

E
), the parent union of the 

sanitation w
orkers, has m

em
orialized 

D
r. K

ing. In preparation for the tenth 
anniversary, R

ev. L
aw

son m
et w

ith re-
ligious and trade union leaders in 
M

em
phis. O

n A
pril 3, 1978, L

aw
son 

and I m
et w

ith R
om

an C
atholic priests 

and P
rotestant m

inisters, black and 
w

hite, to discuss the assassination. I 
discussed w

ith them
 the evidence re-

garding G
race W

alden and Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay. 
T

he follow
ing day at an unprece-

dented new
s conference, the religious 

leaders of M
em

phis, joined by black 
civil rights leaders from

 throughout the 
country, dem

anded the im
m

ediate 
release of G

race W
alden and a trial for 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay. R

ev. S
am

uel K
yles, at 

w
hose hom

e K
ing w

as to have had din-
ner just ten years before, read the state-
m

ent. Jesse Jackson, w
ith w

hom
 D

r. 

view
 began she w

as given psychiatric 
drugs. Y

et, through the drugs and the 
m

anipulated interview
 cam

e her sim
ple 

and clear m
essage. "L

ike I've said all 
these years, they've got the w

rong m
an. 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay w

as not the m
an w

ho 
cam

e out of the bathroom
 ten years 

ag
o

." 
S

urreptitiously, the state authorities 
placed W

alden in a boarding house in 
M

em
phis, had a local M

em
phis law

yer 
appointed as her guardian and an-
nounced that she had been freed. 

Part Six 
Flight to Freedom

 
I flew

 to M
em

phis and w
hile there I 

w
as able to inform

 G
race W

alden of 
m

y local telephone num
ber. S

he called 
m

e at once and asked m
e to help her es-

cape. I told her I w
ould be there w

ithin 
half an hour and asked her if she w

ould 
like to return to C

alifornia w
ith m

e. 
S

he said, "T
hat w

ould be just grand." 
I arrived at the boarding house w

ithin 

T
he bathroom

 from
 w

hich K
ing 

w
as shO

t (above left) and a detail 
of hand print over tub (above). 

L
aw

son. T
he R

ev. Joseph L
ow

rey, pres-
ident of the SC

L
C

, the position K
ing 

held at the tim
e of his death, w

as chosen 
as one of the chairm

en, along w
ith R

ev. 
Jesse Jackson and leaders of other civil 
rights organizations. P

rofessor L
inus

.  

P
auling, D

r. B
enjam

in S
pock, trade 

union leaders and m
em

bers of clergy 
throughout the country agreed to parti-
cipate. In L

os A
ngeles a group of 25 

priests, rabbis and m
inisters im

m
ediately 

form
ed a support group. T

he C
oalition 

of B
lack T

rade U
nionists led by W

illiam
 

L
ucey dem

anded a trial for Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay. P
riests and m

inisters, trade un-
ionists, civil rights organizations and 
w

hite and black w
orkers in M

em
phis 

m
ade plans to m

arch on the D
em

ocra-
tic M

ini-C
onvention, scheduled for 

M
em

phis in D
ecem

ber, and dem
and a 

trial for Jam
es E

arl R
ay. 	

•
 


