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Using probing lnterrogation based»
. on - extensive investigation and ‘a.

telltale laundry ticket, the House
Select Committee on Assassinations
yesterday tore holes in the story
James Ear]l Ray has used ag his

defense in the killing of the Rev. R

Martin Luther King Jr. -

" The ' committee’s questions and -

evidence - indicated strongly that

" Ray, traveling -alone, stalked King

through three southern states be-
fore the assassination in Memphls

{-7on April 4, 1968.
The questioninig estabhshed that

Ray can produce neither a witness
nor -evidence to substantiate the

"existence of Roual, the mysterious

smuggler whom Ray blames for
the "King shootlng B
* The, hearing bropght out that

-Ray, “who confessed to the King -
-‘murder in 1969 and then recanted,
".did not tell his lawyers. then about

the alibi defense he set forth Wed-
nesday when-he gave the commlt-

.tee his version of the case. ;
"And the committee said it had .: -
“substantial evidence” to show that
. Ray financed his travels before and .
-after the- King shooting through.

bank robberies; rather than with
the help of conspirators. The com-

.mittee did not present. all of that

evidence yesterday, however.

- - Ray- was visibly shaken by the - .
»‘days developments. At one point

Ray Dej eﬁée

" he hmted that he wa.s ready to
“take responsxbillty" for the assag "
sination. But after the 5%-hour ses-
sion, he was still denyi.ng thnt Jhe
killed King. S )

In - effect, - yesterday’s hearing )
gave Ray the ‘trial he has been de-
manding for years. The committee
" had arranged it that way. .

‘The presiding officer, Rep. . Rich-f‘

sion in the manner: of the trial.
" judge - he once was.” Rep. - Louis -

- Stokes (D-Ohio), a veteran criminal *

+lawyer, conducted a “cross-examina- .
tion that exposed - contradictions
tm'oughout Ray’s story. '

" The hearmg was telewsed across'
' See RAY A4, Col: 1 '
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ardson Preyer (D-N.C.), ran the ses ..




e et g

Panel Per

-the nation,
excitement to ‘match’ any TV mystery. . : [
The most stunning: moment came as Stokes was ..
trying to‘ demonstrate, through questioning, ‘that .
‘Ray had ‘deliberately . followed King in the two s
weeks before the assassination. = % RS
A central “point of “dispute : concerned - whether .
Ray, who bought a 30-06 rifle in Birmingham, Ala,, "
on March 20 or 30, 1968, then traveled from Bir-’
mingham to Atlanta, where King lived. - ™. o o
~In Wednesday’s statement, Ray took special care - -
to insist that he did not go to ‘Atlanta after buying -
_ Wehn_ Stokes asked about that yesterday, Ray
held to his story. I know I didn't return to Atlan-
ta” hesaid.  , . oo g Lt lon e
Ray leaned back from the microphone and added
quietly: “If I did, I'll just take Tesponsibility for the,
King case tight hereon TV.? .~ -5 &0 o0 7 =
. Stokes then called for committee exhibit ‘F-59.
This was a postei-sized reproduction of two laundry .
receipts showing that “Eric Galt’—the alias Ray.
‘was using—dropped off some clothers for cleaning
at a laundry in Atlanta on April 1. . 0 =
Stokes read from an affidavit supplied by the
clerk at the Atlanta laundry. In it, Stokes said, the
clerk deseribed James Earl Ray as the “Erie Galt”
and said he camie to the shop on April 1.
< The laundry tickets seemed to surprise Ray and .
Mark Lane. Lane began shouting at the

ama and

v

his lawyer,
- members about an earlier committee document

which Lane said was “false.”'Ray pondered the tick- :.
. ets and said, “I think this is an important area.”

After examining the evidence during the lunch
break, Ray said that the laundry tickets and other
evidence the committee produced to show that Ray
‘went to Atlanta after buying the rifle “must be mis-_ *
taken” 7 .7 o e

“é went into the laundry, but not on April 1,” Ray
said. L S e

The Birmingham-Atlanta trip laid out by Stokes.
‘was part of a pattern of travels in which "Ray went’
to Selma, Ala., Atlanta, and finally Memphis when ’
King went to those cities. o

“Igm't it true,” Stokes asked calmly, .. ..that you..
- were in the process of following the movements of
Dr. King?” 4 o R

“No,” Ray answered. . L

Stokes led Ray through a recreation of the exten- )
sive travels that Ray says he made in the company
of Roual, the smuggler. In answers to repeated
questions, Ray could. think of three people who ..
‘might testify as to Roual's existence. Ray could
name only one of the three. ' ] s :

Stokes then read a summary of 2 statement from
that witness saying he had not seen anyone in Ray’s
COMPARY. . .y e s

oy YR M ey T e i

7 will prove that he was nowhere‘near the site of the .
shooting when King was killed, Stokes noted that, "

. Ray reiter:
- from King’s ‘motel t
-told Stokes, “I can’t give you the
- never checked that-out.” : -
" Under ' questioning, Ray said.the sto
_checked because he didn’t tell his defense lawyers

it on to the FBI if he told them.
" He said he provided information about both to the

"+ ‘Rep. Floyd Fithian' (D-Ind.) then questioned Rai
“ about how he financed his zigzag odyssey through a

.+ .Fithian
: >'brothers conspired to rob a bank !
- months .after Ray's prison break. ; That robbery,

“never solved, netted $27,000. o EEA

“‘of the robbery; but said he knew nothing about it..
; Lane, who battle

-+ 7 Yesterday's hearing consisted

.would lead Ray into some positive assertion about
 Ray’s &ctivities,
.mentary evidence disputing Ray’s testimony.

. count the new evidence. -, )
/7" At one point, Ray testified that when he left Los

“leans to meet Roual.
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Reviewing Ray's alibi (defense, whic! - Ray says

s memory for other details,

despite Ray’s meticulou . .
cifics to support the .1

he could not provide any spe
alibl; -

P - Sy o - ,"",'3': .ot . 3
ted that hé was at a gas station blocks

when the shot was fired. But he
exa(_:t name. I've ‘*

ry‘ wash’t i

!
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about it in 1969, He said he feared they would pass |
- Ray then said -his lawyer, Lane, had found two
withesses to support his alibi. Lane said one is dead.

committee, Stokes seemed familiar with these wit-
nesses, but did not discuss what they had to say. -

dozen states and five countries betweén April 1967,
when Ray escaped from a Missouri prison, ‘and June
1968, when he was arrested in London for the King
killing. T
- A 1977 FBI report, which concluded that Ray
killed King and that Roual did not exist, had left |
open the question of Ray’s finances. . .~ Lo

_ ‘said ‘the committee would present |
“substantial evidence” to show that Ray and his
in Alton, 1L, two |

Ray admitted he was In the. Alton .area on the da& V
) d the committee throughout the |
hearings, made his most vociferous objection of the
day at that point, saying Fithian’s statement was
“outrageous and irresponsible.” Vil
Fithian did not present the evidence yésterday, . |
consisted mainly of an excit- |
ing confrontation. pitting Stokes, an artful cross-ex- -
aminer against'Ray, a slippery witness, and Lane, a’
rasping, contentious defense counsel. T :
“‘In scenes straight out of Perry.Mason, Stokes.

J

Stokes would then produce docu- -
Ray. -

would then explain his actions anew, taking into ac-

Angeles in March 1968, he was heading for New Or-
Stokes then produced a' change-of-address notice |

that “Eric S. Galt” had left in Los Angeles, indicat-

ing that his mail g};qu{d be qu_rg:glgq nta.
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