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American soldier tests in Guyana atter helping in gruesome task Of, shipping bodies to United States.:.  . 	- 

Iston Post CI. 



ter 
. t  9.  ..,, 

By Fredt Barbasbr. 
• . 	-7. 	• -WaShingtton Port Stair Writer 

GEORGETOWN, ,Guyana,. 'Nov, 26 	The -200 U.S. troops who cleared the bodies of niOte than 900 partici-pants fit a :fens suicide ritual from the -JoheatoWn  en- 
campinent of the Peoples Temple cult began flying #,Ome- this Mertini. 	 ,  

Uniforms, boots and tents that hadtoineilit contact with the bodies were-burned, and the massive concentra-tion of helicopters, forklifts; cargo- planes, Jeeps and • trucks Was;  readied for  _shipping back to the -United '! 
, 	 . 

The troops also formally concluded their *shi:sear.ch .1 ' for more survivors of the mile deaths at Jonestown last , 
"We made every effort to locate possible survivors," said Col.-William' I. Gordon, ', the ' commanding  officer here. "And' if there had been anything alive, I believe 1 t • we would have found them."  
He called the recovery of the bodies "perhaps' the most difficult thing we've ever had to do:"- 
The departure of the troops and many of the reporters who were covering  the story was the,  beginning the . end of an abrupt and heavy Anterican presence ,ip this  poor South American nation that is no bigger than  Idahci: It began with the assault last Saturday that killed Rep. J. Ryan (1)-Calif.) - ancIpther members of the party ". that had come to Inspect the key. Jim Jones' community 'shout 120 Milea'northwest of here: It esettiated:,:dtatnail.::";; mily following the mass 	ritual led by Jenes 

eneitoWn; Gttfandie police `begin; se 	.3 nipped police station to centriti act* to the decision Is Made on what to do with it. GoVe ...manetitr-spoketenen said they had 'no intention of allowing any more Teiniles  Temple 4Pet41193tx  Not 	they Pern0,-nny':.0 	to 5t he  ,r0t 0:
it    

the 'PeenitiaMpiiiple c*t‘,iibb either oieeped, before. the ' deaths at Jonestown or were residing  at the . Temple's headquarters herd in Georgetown, . Guyana's capital. Soniflot7thoni- are expected to be :charged with spiracy in connection with four murders at _Sthe headquarters last ' Saturday..- Others are considered mar 01'14 iiititessel101hat crime and to the attack on Ryan's ; 	, 	 • ; 

The number of those mlios:aied in this cOuntry as a result- of the series of :events was 918, accordIng  to anthoritiek One Jonestdivil, Ociein weá killed. at the ,'.Port :Katt*a airship 	nine* to ' escape with 1.; Ryan. Fong '..nteinbers Of ItYitris?pertY,:: Including 10t4.. • congresnnan were killed In the 040;041 
.' \-Jretit-li,`4001fis limtratti.:* . PV,:lt'tin er. qe 	 As. 
three Children' died after .tli : threats were , 	at the Z Georgetown headquarters • at 'bent' the tante tithe' the . r suicides Were occurring - in - ..iOnestOi4L' This*. persons, 1,•'- including Jones, died of gunshot wound's at the camp. '  And 906 men, women and chlidien. were - said , to have  died after drinking •Ecol Aid laced with ,cyanide and sedatives on jones'Astructions. '-tt,„.. 	. 	1- 

See GUVAIITA;416; den. 
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United Press International 

U.S. troops prepalre gear for flight back to United States after clearing Jonestown. 

IfelicoPter is• dismantled for shipment home after, feiryinebodies iri Gewalt* 
• 

Troops Return Home 
After Clearing Jonestown 

GUYANA, From Al 
A' brief but heated dispute broke 

outcast night when Guyanese authori 
tie*,  deposited some of Jones' former 
top lieutenants at the hotel where 
people who had attempted to escape 
Jonestown before the suicides were 
staying. 

, Some survivors at the hotel threat- 
- erred to jump off the balcony before 

they finally accepted the presence of 
the newcomers. 

As the U.S. soldiers involved in the 
Jokiestown operation marked the end 
ofItheir gruesome mission here, last 
night, by drinking beer at their camp 
near the airport, one was said to have 
broken into tears. 

Generally the soldiers were said to 
have performed remarkably smoothly 
under the grim circumstances. Only 
one or two cases of minor illness were 
reported by the soldiers as they re-
moved hundreds of bloated and de-
composing bodies. 

fionie said they had done this sort 
of work after disasters or during 
wars. 

"You get used to it," said Staff Sgt. 
Glenn Hoover.  

One officer said he was, struck by 
the number of troops. assigned to 
other tasks who vOlunteered when ea-
tra assistance was .needed with the 
bodies. 	• 

"This operation is completely, un-
precedented," said Military' spokes-
man Capt. John J.;Moscatelli. /"None 
of us has ever been involved in "Some 
thing as massive as Jonestown. ()bid-
ously, it was a very distasteful task, 
not 'pleasant for anybody." ,. 

Authorities here would lirotride no 
estimate of the cost of the mission. It 
required the use of 48 C141 cargo jets, 
105,000 riounda 'of fuel, Midair refuel-
ing equipment,-19 forklifts and three 
military encampments used as staging 
points,for the transfer of bodies. 

The final shipment of corpses, the 
last 184, was flown to Delaware early 
this morning, Moseatelli said. Because 
many of those discovered under the 
mounds bf bodies were children, Mos-
catelli said they were able-  . to. fit" all 
184 into only 86 aluminum boies. • 
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REV, JIM JONES 

"I never said cmything 
to him about my being 

scared to fight,. But 
he probably knows. 
What can I say?" 

Monday, November 27,1978 THE WASEINGTON,posT 

r:ciiycina:::011t4b 'Bared' eelings 
JONESTOWN, Guyana (AP)—jour 

of human emotions lie in the 
and mud and 'stench of lifeless 

nestown.  
Letters to "Dad," the Rev. Jim 
nes, found outside his cottage after 
and more than 900 of his Peoples • 

, temple followers died in a mass, sui-
de-murder,, reveal the thoughts of 
ose who lived' and met their deaths 

qiere. 	' 
They are ledgers of self-criticism 
d evaluation, guilt, feelings of ina-
uacy and confessions of weakness. 

me are rambling and disjointed.,  
me make`unexplained references to 

rture, short rations, the giving away' 
t of children - and class distinctions in 

PestOvn,p.., 	 ' 	- • 
1n a letter dated Nov. 7, 11 days be- 

the deaths, a woman tells of what 
ed out to be a limited suicide re-

amid of drinking what she thought 
Was eyanide-laced 

by 	
drink..„ The 

' was called by Jones' a- few - 
the earlier as a loyalty test. 

4.A. few months back, the time we 
ank the Kool-Aid, I thought it was 

," she •wrote. Her son "stood very 
se to me squeezing my hand tight•
d never saying anything. I never 
d anything to him about my being 
ed to fight. But he probably 

ows. What can I say? I'm sorry." 
When she arrived at Jonestown 

nearly a year ago, she wrote, "I used -
to.  think about the States all the time.' 
I wanted to 's•go buck . 	Now I see 
*ow important the structure ,is and 

dealing With it. I don't ward' to go 

	

now or ever. • .. 	, ti 
I also think I'm a traitor, not a rev- r,  
ionary because I'm afraid Of fight- 
because I'm sure I willlust 

pt and not die, captured then tor- 
. That's what I'm afraid of. 1 ? 

"I couldn't stand to see the children 
tired. I still think of mine- first 

nldn't watch my baby dropped from 
indow. I'd probably fall aPart. I , 
'the trusted. That's why .I always  

vote for revOlutionary suicide, the 
woman, wrote. ' 

"I don't ever want to go back and 
will stay here and die for this great 
cause if necessary." 

Another woman wrote this self-criti-
cism at Jones' request: 

"When "I got here I really hated 
working in the fields in the hot sun  

and sometimes getting soaked front 1-  
the rain. When I put in for if job .  
change it was denied although it was 
explained to me why. Since then I 
have not put in for a job change be-
cause I've adjusted to the field work 
and enjoy being out in the open. I'm 
too passive to 'complain too much 
about conditions. 	• 

"I feel guilty because some of the • 
children bad come without their. par-
ent or parents' and they do not com-
plain about things as we adults do. 

"I have a desire to speak out about 
the injustice of the oppressed people 
around the world, but if I had to go 
anyplace it would be back to the 
States to fight in the streets if neces- • 
sary for the freedom of black people 
and would gladly die. Dad, I do not 
want Zny liviWg to be in vain. 

"The thing that I do like here is 
there is no drugs or crime. 

"The last thing that I dislike is that 
I pass by the kitchen during dinner-
time and see people with a nice plate. 
Then when the field workers get in 
line .there is a limit,, meaning a tea-
spoon of vegetables and maybe two 
spoons of rice." 

A woman wrote: "Turmoil inside 
these last few years. And felt I should 
Just express it to get it out. I !Awed 
away from him as I did not want to 
interfere in his life. .I still think you 
are the best parent for him. I am not 
sorry I gave him to you at all and 
would do it all over again, but this did 
cause me some worry. I will never 
leave yop .until , „breathe my last 
breath and will work on becoming a 
better person." 	 • • 

A woman talked of her first "crisis" 
after arriving in Jonestown. 

"During that first, crisis, I said, 
never see my • brothers and sisters 
again or my mother.' /. . . I was really 
saying I'm not ready th"die yet. It was 
not that I was scared. I was not will-
ing to take a responsibility to do 
something good, for once. I was not 
thinking about 'Dad,' I-was -thinldng 
of self, something that don't mean an- 
Ything." 	• ' 

• 
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Associated Press 

Papers of the Rev. Jim Jones, leader of the Peoples Temple cult, are scattered outside his Jonestown home. 
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Airlift of Victims' Bodies 
To Dover Is CompleteA 

By Alice Bonner 
Washimeton Poet Staff Writer 

By the time the ninth and final air-
lift flight from Guyana landed at Do-
ver Air Force Base about 3 a.m. yes-
terday; 912 bodies from the Nov. 18 
mass suicide and murder were 
stacked around the military installa-
tion awaiting identiication. 

Near the end, the teams packing the 
plastic-bagged remains in South.  
America ran out of aluminum body 
carriers. The last flight, with 183 bod-
ies aboard, included several blue-and-
brown metal caskets. The' 82 contain-
ers, some containing two or three bod-
ies, were placed four high on the 
plane for easier unloading, bond to-
gether in dozens. '! 

As 
 

As the airlift to Delaware" ended, 
Charleston Air Force Base '.in South 
Carolina was preparing to receive ap-
proximately 80 Peoples Temple mem-
bers who 'survived the 'incidents in .  
Guyana. ,Their arrival time was not 
definite. 

Nearly s'40 federal officiali were 
Charleston yesterday, among them 30 
FBI investigatort who will interview 
the survivors for "possible involvement 
in the slayings of Ttep. Leo J. Ryan (D-
Calif.) and four others at the Port.  
Kaituida airstrip Nov. 18. That inci-
dent preceded the mass , suicides at 
Jonestown. 

FBI spokesman Charles Devic said' 
the agents will investigate under a 
law Making it a federal crime to kill a 
member of Congress. Devic said the 
probe will extend to temple membeas 
in the United States. 

If the survivors are not believed to 
be involved in the "murder or conspir-
acy to murder," they will pass on to  

nine Department of Health, Education 5.e. 
and Worfate officials detailed here.: 
from the Atlanta regional office. 

The HEW officials, three of them 
doetors, •will give physical .. examine- - 
tions and issue airline tickets and up: 
to $55 in emergency cash to gent the 
temple members to, .'their homes,- a de= :; 
partment spokeimatt said.. The assist-
ance will be loaned and must be re: 
`paid, he said. 	..,.',,,,, 

At Dover, the" Defense Department, 
which is primarily ..responsible for„:•• 
shipment and identification of the 
bodies, yesterday augmented 'the mor=: -1- 
tuary staff of nearly 00 with 35 patholt',.N.. 
°gists from Waltit Reed Army Medi.: t; 
cal Center and 29 graves registration 
experts from Fort Lee. . 

It could take a month for the work- , 
ers to fingerprint and identify the '. 
bodies before they are released to rel- 1 
atives; ' According to ' Maj. Brigham : 
Shuler, a Pentagon. spokesman. 

The presence of the remains, which 
are loaded on freight, trailers parked 
In empty hangars or stored in refrig: 

:.•• erated vans until they are sent to the ;: 
mortuary for proceSsing: by:  volun- : 
teens, has raised concern among some .: 
Dover residents

. 
 about the potential • 

for spread of disease. 
A Delaware public health official 

yesterday inspected the mortuary, one 
of the two largest such facilities on ,,,; 
U.S. military 	and "gave it a ..,:' 
clean bill of healt 	

:: 
," according to ..• 

Shuler. 	- - 	• 	• 	• ' 
With the airlift completed, the base 

shut down its reception center fol. vie, •.. 
II tints' relative% only a few of wh 

had come to Dover. Survivors wert 
urged to contact the State Depart 
meat for informatiOn about relatives. 

Staff writer Warren Brown contrib 
_ 

Ide.d to this article. 



Puzzlement, Frustration for Remnants 
By Alice Bonner 

4„. 	Wealsbutton Post Staff Writer 
California survivors of a family that 

had six members in Jonestown, Gu-
yana, puzzled this weekend over ' their 
apparent deaths while relatives on the 
Bast Coast tried in vain to arrange fu-
nerals for the six, who represented 
four generations.  

Mary Cotthigham, 83; her daughter, 
Fkirence Heath, 53; her son, Grover. 
Washington, -50; her granddaughter,. 
Mary Morton, 33; her grandson, Mi-
chael Heath, 14, and her great-grand-
daughter, Vickie Mortail, 8, are be-
lieved to be among the more than 900 • 
members of Peoples Temple who died 
in the mass suicide in Jonestown Nov. 
18. 

Cottingham's daughter, Buie Flynn 
of Pittsburg, CAW., said her relatives 
"wanted to go so bad . . . And they 
said they were happy, but,. I don't 
know what happened after they got-
there." She said her mother and sister 
had tried Unsuccessfully to draw' her 
into the cult, hit she concluded if was 
"not 	 . . s, 

I/I New York, FlYiuFs brother, • Ti-
mothy Washington, loaded his station 
wagon with family members Saturday 
and drove to Dover Air Force Base in .  
Delaware,- where. he hOped to find' re-
mains of his kin. The air .base is proc-
essing the victims' bodlecIr 

Officials told him only that it might 
take weeks to fingerprint and identify 
the bodies. Washington gave the offi-
cials some pictures and Medical rex 
ords that might help in identifying his 

Relatlies on both coasts said it was 
Floriiici Heath, a longtime follower 
of temple leader Jim Jones; who inthr-
duced other family members to Jones 
and the cult, persuading her mother 
and Flynn to move to California to 
join it in 1975. 

"She said she had been going from 
church to church looking for some-
thing, and when she found this man 
she had found it," Flynn said of her 
sister. 

Flynn said she "came out here be-
cause my sister told me he was' a 
mighty great healer, but he didn't 
heal my asthma.and epilepsy," or her 
painful bursitis:: Her mother and steer 
continued trying to 'draw her into the  

organization until they left for Gu-
yana earlier this year, she said. 

''"41Yinother said she wail' going to 
the Promised Land" when she left 
California for the group's South 
American settlement, Washington said 
at the Dover base. "They felt that 
man was like a god." 

Mary Cotthigham moved to Brook-
lyn after she was widowed' in the 
1980s to be near several of the eight 
children she had raised on a farm in 
Florence County, S.C. She was active 
in the Baptist Church and senior chi-

, zees' groups in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
She took-With her to California — 

and later to Guyana — her youngest 
son-, Grover, 40, who was retarded, ac-
cording to Flynn. 

"We have peace here in this land 
. I wish your children would have 

come along," ,Heath 'wrote to her sis-
ter in-February, shortly after arriving 
in Guyana. "Grover has learned to 
work, to do something for himself for 
the first time." 	. 

'41oluine '-;,,Wiishingtint said 'her 
mother-inlitW wrote "friendly letters". 
and "seems:  happy" leak letter-
Was in 'APiti or May. 

"I can't thank Father [Jones] 
enough for what he done for us, for 
bringing us out of the mire and clay  
and giving us this beautiful home," 
Cottingham wrote in her last letter' to 

Flynn said Heath, who had sold her 
-.Pittsburgh home and parted with her 
husband, dividing the money between 
him and Jones, asked in her last letter 
for a pair of shoes. 

"I was going to send them to her,", 
Flynn said yesterday. Of  her rela-
tives, she added, "I tried to talk thia 
out of going there!' 	- 	- 

Gibsorls Goof) Little Hope 
CousinsAre Mill Alive 

For Jack d Kathleen Griffin of 
Herndon, the wait is almost over. 

The Fairfax couple heard yesterday 
that one of their nine cousins who 
were members .of the Peoples Temple 
in Guyana, Mahreen Talley Fitch, 29, 
of California had been tentatively 
identified by the State Department as 
one of those who died in last week's 
mass suicide-murder in Guyana. Jack 

Griffin said he has little hope the oth-
ers are alive. 

The Griffins sent 'descriptions of 
their nine cousins, ranging in age 
from 6 to 35, to authorities in Dover, 
Del., where identifications of the Tem-
ple members are being made. 

"Certainly, I'm frustrated about it," 
Griffin said yesterday. "With the 

of a Faridly 
greater number of bodies found, the 
chances 'of the rest of the cousins 
found alive is, a lot slimmer. In fact, 
the most likely situation is that they'-
re all dead." 

The couple's proximity to Washing-
ton made them the focal point of their 
family's struggle to determine the 
fate of the nine relatives. 
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Fear of 	defection  
hhtPeeples:TIMM.Cind 

"tbaeateped,:k. 	one 
reith,‘Affir , ch 

methherti: Wes :3'0; thd catalysts 
"that that drove the Rev.: Jiin Jones to or-
der the mass suicide of his congrega- 
tion' le days ago according 	well- 
informed source clone tilthe temple. 

The.source, whi hasIgiii in close 
contact with JOhal and  the temple 
over the last ilecetel ,yeerkscrys Jones 
was convinced the .;defeCtions, would 
fuel growingIli& criticism' of his 
Cillt'and bring the dense Othli 
year-Old MoVethent. He ordered 
destruction of 	church, this sour e, 
believes, is 
"ptinfshinenr far 'the "sins", of:doted,. 
tor,s. who had , "betrayed" him and 

:turned against: the church. 
:A ,central- figUre in this, -:unfolding 

drama, according to this source, was 
John ,Victor ;Sloe'', 6; whom • Jones 
cliff:led' he had' fathered. 

Stoin't parents; Price and Timothy. 
Stoen, had been °highly reapected- 

life-and-death struggle against Wee-
- .tortv with the very 'existence „of his 

OA" hangingItt the INthene• 
e fear over t,,,gear ago 

danger of losing John 
th 	that the Stoehe 

Ohl kldik him back would bring 
oh 1 ,chuktli4that prompted Joner 

3bretf, bit order masa atildda in 
his Guyana congregation, according to 
a former .,temple member and M.-tem-
ple attorney,Charles Garry. 
' .And10 days ago, according to the 

source eloiCto the temple, it was the 
Stoma' renewed attempts to win thefr 

. See TEMPLE, A17, Col. 1 

membere of the Peoples Temple. 
Jones,  considered Tim one of the most 
knowledgeable people about the Anner 

YIR111411442;.°A;tiii.J:143hurch..  IL ' 	076 an ,. , 
,," 	c 	t 

from Jones, and 'Were 
. 	.infirethpling'Rep;-Leo 
Byan'f

'
illifated'faet-finding mission to 

Guyana Wisp:Ninth.  
For Jones. the battle with the Steens 

for custody:;, of .thC child OP 
became the ulthnate:- symbol of his 

I
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C
ult M

ass Suicide V
iew

ed as 'Punishm
ent' 

, 	
T

E
M

P
L

E
, F

rom
 A

l 

child back that played a key role in 
triggering Jones' decision to self-de-
struct his church. 

A
ccording to this source, a church 

doctrine required "group punishm
ent" 

for the "sins" of those w
ho threatened 

the cohesion of the group. (E
rrors de-

serving punishm
ent com

m
itted by any 

• m
em

ber w
ere considered errors com

-
m

itted by, and against, the congrega-
tion as a w

hole. T
o sym

bolize punish-
m

ent of the group, Jones w
ould som

e-
tim

es be beaten before the individual 
offender.) 

D
u

rin
g R

yan
's visit, it ap

p
eared

 
that a num

ber of church m
em

bers, in-
: eluding young John Stoen, w

ould com
- - 

m
it the ultim

ate sin of defection. 
T

h
e u

ltim
ate p

u
n

ish
m

en
t of th

e 
group w

as therefore deem
ed neces-

sary by Jones w
ho, according to this 

source, proclaim
ed the m

ass suicide 
th

e "
w

ill of th
e p

eop
le"

 to self-d
e-

struct. 
T

he Stoen fam
ily role in the evolu-

tion
 of th

e P
eop

les T
em

p
le d

ates to 
1970 w

h
en

 G
rad

e S
toen

 join
ed

 h
er 

husband as am
em

ber of Jones' congre-
gation in U

kiah, C
alif. T

im
othy Stoen, 

then in his early 30s, rose quickly in 
th

e ran
k

s, b
ecom

in
g th

e tem
p

le's 
prim

e legal counsel and a trusted ad-
viser to Jones. 

"I did nothing either W
ith respect to 

the church or w
ith respect to m

y ow
n 

p
erson

al legal affairs w
ith

ou
t first 

consulting" T
im

 Stoen, Jones stated 
in

 a cou
rt affid

avit u
n

related
 to th

e 
custody issue early this year. "I am

 
su

re over th
e years h

e . . . gain
ed

 
m

ore confidential inform
ation about 

P
eoples T

em
ple and its m

em
bers than 

any other living person." 
G

race Stoen, w
ho w

as only 19 w
hen 

she joined the church, also rapidly as-
sum

ed a position of im
portance. She 

becam
e a close confidante of Jones, 

an
d

 as th
e tem

p
le's "

b
ook

k
eep

er"
 

gained an intim
ate know

ledge of the 
com

plicated financial operations. 

O
n Jan. 25, 1972, G

race Steen gave 
birth to a son. John V

ictor Stoen w
as 

brought up in the tem
ple, and raised 

,by G
race, Jim

 Jones and other m
em

-
bers of the congregation. In 1974 and 
early 1976, G

race Stoen signed docu-
m

en
ts, later ru

led
 in

valid
, tu

rn
in

g 
custody of her son over to the tem

ple. 
G

race, h
ow

ever, b
ecam

e in
creas-

ingly disenchanted w
ith Jones' opera-

tion of the church. In a court declara-
tion in 1977 she charged that m

em
bers 

w
ere su

b
jected

 to "
b

eatin
gs"

 an
d

 
"public hum

iliation," and that Jones 
b

ecam
e con

su
m

ed
 b

y a "
p

aran
oid

 
w

orld vision" and "claim
ed at various 

tim
es to be the reincarnation of B

ud-
dha, Jesus C

hrist and L
enin." - 

"
T

h
orou

gh
ly d

isillu
sion

ed
,"

 sh
e 

stated, she "secretly departed" from
 

the church in July 1976, leaving be-
h

in
d

 h
er son

 an
d

 h
u

sb
an

d
. F

ou
r 

m
onths later, Jones sent the child to 

G
uyana. 
A

fter w
hat she said w

ere repeated 
unsuccessful efforts to persuade her 
husband and Jones to give back her 
son, G

race Stoen filed for divorce and 
custody of the child in San F

rancisco 
Superior C

ourt in February 1977. 
It w

as in the course of protracted 
legal w

rangling over the case, accord-
ing to G

race's attorney, Jeffrey H
aas, 

th
at Jon

es fiist m
ad

e th
e allegation

 
that he w

as the actual father of John 
V

ictor. T
he claim

 w
as heatedly denied 

b
y th

e S
toen

s, h
ow

ever, . an
d

 w
as 

n
ever m

ad
e an

 issu
e in

 th
e cu

stod
y 

proceedings. 
O

n A
ug. 26, 1977, G

race Stoen ob-
tained a prelim

inary ruling from
 Su-

perior C
ourt Judge D

onald K
ing in 

San F
rancisco granting her custody of 

the child and ordering Jones' appear-
an

ce in
 th

e cou
rt. A

rm
ed

 w
ith

 a 
judge's order, attorney H

aas says, he 
flew

 to G
uyana w

ithin days to launch 
court proceedings there and secure 
John V

ictor's release from
 Jonestow

n. 
It w

as H
aas' appearance and initial 

success in the G
uyanese courts in Sep- 

tem
ber 1977 that reportedly led Jones 

to issue his first threat to self-destruct 
his church. 

T
em

ple attorney G
arry said in a re-

cent interview
 that he w

as contacted 
at the tim

e by the San F
rancisco tem

-
ple office and w

as told that Jones had 
threatened m

ass suicide if the Stoens 
w

ere n
ot stop

p
ed

. G
arry said

 h
e 

linked up w
ith Jones' w

ife, M
arcie, in 

C
hicago and "m

ade a telephone radio 
patch to Jonestow

n." 
"

I told
 Jon

es it w
as m

ad
n

ess,"
 

G
erry recalled. "H

e said the people 
had dem

anded [suicide] and that he as 
their leader, had to give in." 

S
u

p
p

ortin
g G

arry's accou
n

t is 
a 

June 1978 sw
orn affidavit of D

eborah 
L

ayton B
lakey, the tem

ple's form
er 

"finance secretary." B
lakey, w

ho w
as 

in
 th

e S
an

 F
ran

cisco tem
p

le office 
during the Septem

ber "crisis," said 
Jones w

as bitter over G
race Stoen's 

defection and fearful of w
hat T

im
o-

th
y, w

h
o w

as th
en

 also d
efectin

g, 
m

igh
t say ab

ou
t th

e ch
u

rch
. Jon

es 
"

b
elieved

 th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 b

e ab
le to 

stop
 T

im
oth

y S
toen

,"
 B

lak
ey said

, 
"from

 speaking against the tem
ple as 

lon
g as th

e ch
ild

 w
as b

ein
g h

eld
 in

 
G

uyana" 
W

ith the arrival of attorney H
aas at 

Jonestow
n, B

lakey recalled, "the radio 
m

essages from
 G

uyana w
ere frenzied 

and hysterical." She and another tem
-

ple m
em

ber "w
ere instructed to place 

a telephone call to a high-ranklnk G
u-

yanese official w
ho w

as visiting the 
U

.S. and deliver the follow
ing threat: 

U
n

less th
e govern

m
en

t of G
u

yan
a 

took im
m

ediate steps to stall the G
u-

yanese court action regarding John 
Stoen's custody, the entire population 
of Jonestow

n w
ould extinguish itself 

in
 a m

ass su
icid

e b
y 5:30 p

.m
. th

at 
day." 

B
oth G

arry and B
lakey stated that 

after the suicide threat they tried to 
contact G

uyanese officials to stop the 
court action. "B

asically at that point,"  

according to attorney H
aas, "the court 

process shut dow
n" and the Stoens' le-

gal efforts to regain John V
ictor cam

e 
to a standstill. 

T
he Stoens turned to the State D

e-
partm

ent and m
em

bers of C
ongress to 

put pressure on the G
uyanese govern-

m
ent and get the proceedings m

oving. 
T

heir efforts bore no fruit until A
u-

gust 1978 w
hen G

race found a recep-
tive ear in C

ongressm
an R

yan. 
H

aas says th
at G

race S
teen

 "m
et 

w
ith L

eo R
yan tw

o or three tim
es" to 

plead her case and describe her expe-
riences inside Jones' church. She w

as 
"

on
e of th

e. cen
tral figu

res"
 in

 th
e 

C
alifornia D

em
ocrat's ultim

ate deci-
sion to lead this fateful fact-finding 
m

ission to Jonestow
n, according to 

H
aas. T

he Stoens also traveled sepa-
rately to G

uyana during R
yan's visit. 

A
ccording to the source close to the 

tem
ple, the threat that R

yan's m
ission 

w
ould reopen the custody proceedings 

and force the- release of John; plus 
Jon

es' fear of oth
er d

efection
s to 

R
yan

's con
tin

gen
t, triggered

 th
e 

"punishing m
echanism

" and the col-
lective suicide in Jonestow

n. 
Six-year-old John V

ictor Stoen is be , 
lieved to have been am

ong the victim
s 

of the m
ass poisoning. G

race and T
im

-
oth

y S
teen

, accord
in

g to H
u

e, are 
n

ow
 in

 th
e S

an
 F

ran
cisco B

ay area 1 
T

hey could not be reached for com
-

m
ent. 


