' SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The

Peoples Temple tragedy in Guyana and
‘the. growing ‘o ‘controversy - surrounding
other socalled &l;lgts h;s placed t;t-
torneys represen such groups lt e
center of a swelling storm.

*How muich do lawyers who represent
cults know- about their- clients? Should

they report illogal: activities? “Is it

ethical to ‘withhold knowledge of iI-
‘Jegalities when

them? .

- “It's hard to say what the Peoples
Temple: lawyers knew or didn’t know”
about the death ritual that took the lves
“of] more tham 900 cult members, said law

professor John -Noonan, who teaches

+ethick at the Unlveralty o! Califoruln at

Bérkeley.. *

But, adds Noonnn. many of these‘
lawyers “don’t know anything' becauce .

they close their eyes.” - ! .
. .The lawyers must operate under the

s nme ethical standards that atfect many

- Tepresentation.

brotled in controversy more than most

lawyers when their -client's needs con- "
«. fliet- with society’s — a problem inherent -
in'a basic Drlnclple of. American law: -
: entltled b Iegal : -ty to report future efimes to authorities
" under American Bar-Association.rules.
- A lawyer cannot be forced to reveal.con- -
* fidential informatio from kils client. -

that = everyone

But attorneys for cults see be em

lgwyers. - Former -Temple “members
[have leveled several accusations at the

- Temple’s three lawyers — Tim Stoen,

" Charles Garry and Mark Lane — and all .

“‘torney _and San - Franéisdo'‘deputy
* distriet’ lttorney in' 1976." Ex-members
-:8ay he used his position to harass them. -

o}n ha# been unlvailable to comment .

Y

* gfand juries in San Francisco,

thiee have been subpoenaed by vario

The former Temple members is;
~Stoen acted in alleged conflict s
st, while serving as both Tem

at-

‘the eh&rge;. o

ltronpy
to obtain firearms, and allowed cult -
members to hide some of the guns in a’

rtrunk in the basement of his law offices. °

JGarry malntalns he was mlsled by cult
memherr. L

“=Lane knew -about”. “the: ‘miurder-

mtclde drill and- the imminent murder-
autcide rltunl. but never warned apyone. .
Accordlng to “news “Fey reports, ‘a ‘New

York legal grievance :committee. has

‘been  asked to investigate reports Lane
withheld. knowledge that he believed

‘might prevent harm to Rep. Leo Ryan —

-who was killed on a visit to Guyana just
betore the mass suicide =~ and others,
~'Lane said he warned Ryan that the

vlllt to Guyans would be viewed by:cult
‘leader Jim Jones as “un actof provoca- -

ﬁ

" give free legal advice to,pa
- members, says one danger ¢ nfronting
" lawyers who represent cults becom-
" ing tooinvolved.: :

cllent-cult commits 5.

'--act differently.’
*" “.Others compare cult lawyers some

corporate in-house attorneys, whp iden- -
-legal activities.

" obligation do youhaye niot to rej

Ak e

doing nllegedly advised the ::1{ ..

tlon,” but did not know the
“If 1 had seen them do
legal, I would have stopped it. I.didn’t

know about the guns or any | i.son ” he,
vsaid in one interview., ' :

.Dennis Donovan, 2
lawyer who helped found a group that

nts of cult

“The "lawyers . get Very "'.ottonil

very involved, Some of them .llke
‘members,” he said, “If they haif a more ;
-objective view, -they. mlght elp the :

'group more,”

He adds: “Cult lawyero cert inly do

tify with their cnent and.gre aware  of il-

“The question .is bwhat kind

crazy cult?” daid a~San Fra cisco
lawyer, who woit a lawsuit tor ace He
declined to be identified. i

‘A lawyer has theright; but not the du

Steward Forsyth, director of the
Calitornla Bar s divison of courts, !aid

1d er
m il-.:.;bottom minimum mndtrdl .

¢ " client, on one hand, endtothecourtlg
Angeles .

ode of ethish
the bnr s code ot »
adds: “It's often difficult’ for lttornegl
to sort out conflicting duties —: to. the.

society. on the other "
A lawyer does

“lawsults that serv{*.I only to i‘:lrl?h oﬂ:d !

jure someone. Attorney Paul l(oranti; a

. Synanon critic; siirvived. a ra
“attack i which two Synanon memborr

‘face charges, j*He f?lh cuch nuisarice
suits are a major problem. o
“I think the Bar, Auochtton shoul@;@n
veatlgate lawyers who udopt the harais-
" ment techniques ‘of thefr -clients,”
" sald. I call it legal terrorism. Kllmr
.-doesn’t have the right to use the. syltom
aumonkeywrench "o o
Morantz said: he’ feeh " cul lawyers

. o!tenknowahoutﬂlegahctivlties .
_..-But Ralph i Baker, who - Ql
“*represented themrexrishnhrec and

_'the Unification Church,disagrees.;"1
haven’t found anything jm] w,!,th

N s . T zﬁ
Garry. who deniel he knew gins wete -
* {n' the People’s Temple trunk in his -
‘fie¢, is among those- lawyerl whof&l‘
dnped by their clientc Ak




