S e

A

y :
, Washinkton” Post, Statt Writer,

The State Department was so prefoc i
‘cupied with bureaucratic niceties and ",

.legalistic constraints- that it was virtu:
“ally blind to warnings of 1mminent

danger at Jonestown last year, accord-

- ing to a study ‘comnrissioned by Secre- "
,‘tary of State Cyrus R. Vance.. Y

The study found that gome “of the .
most - prized  diplomatic attributes-—-’

. caution, circumspection and tact—ult1
. tended 1mport was obsciired.”. The re-

mately emasculated what ot efforts

- were made to intervene ‘at the Peoples .
. Temple commune in’ Guyana hefore

the murders and mass suiclde there

Jast
Jonesfown tragedy. After receiving re-

“‘peated allegations coricerning concen-

tration camp-type -conditiofis and mass
suiclde threats. at. Jonestown, the U.S.
“ambassador‘in Guyana cabled Wash-

-.ington June «8" for . authorizatlon to
seek Guyanese intervention ot

But the cable was so oavmous and
30 couched.in legalese that “its in-

\

i

iaihire o thg report said, occurred
June; Jiyg mionths before the

- he mcomprehb.nmbl to. h

- quest’ was Tejected with a “sxmplxstlc .
reply" from Washington, the report

sald

nored" a petitmn fromra Pe )
ple defector, tl‘imoth Stoen,
“he, too, spoke [
ende “I wish .the : ay .
convince you .that the situation: in - o
-Jonestown is desperate,” Stoen, wrote.
‘There exists “athreat:so’ chilling as to Lo

‘d‘ecent person.” P
:" Last Nov. 18, Peoples Temple mem- !
bers murdered vxsmng Rep. Leo:Rya:

. (D-Calif.) and  fourdthers. ace’gmpany
ing him ‘on:a Jonestown: inspection
More than 900 Temple followers. the

last November, RS T
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- A month earller, the report contin-

. See JONE}STOWN, A32, Col. 1
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died—most by consumlug a cyanlde
polson mixture administered at the or-
“ders of the Rev. Jim Jones, the ’.l‘emple
le.del'd ’

The State Depa.rtmeut study was
prepared by two retired senior For-
‘eign . Service [officers, John Hugh
Crimmins and Stanley 8. Cﬂpenter
“Because of the department's failure,
theyt recommended that the depart-
ment “undertake urgently a thorough -

- highlevel review”. of..the _govern-
.. ment’s abilities to cope with problems

‘Americans may have abroad. -

'+ 'The report tracks State Depertment
handling of Jonestown from the time,
_em!gration first began, largely from
“:California, to the day of the tragedy.
Dur!ng the year preceding the kill-
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i e State Department and the
US. embassy in Guyana, had” been
showered with complaints from Peo-
ples Temple members and relatives' y
about conditions at Jonestown;on the ‘e,
one . hnnd, “and equally strenuous )
- charges on the other hand, by Temple ¢
leaders Temple v Mark, .

verified reports of people. held in
bondage, arms smuggling into -Jones--
town, threats of mass suicide, a drug-
‘ged - appearance. of Jonestown .Tesl
dents . and the mental ‘instahility of
: Jones e

. Numerous. - “const
seemed to/take over:gnd | el
partment’sﬂexibﬂity, the reportsaiﬂ. S
Among them: .

¢  Consular offieh]a ln Guyana
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