
G
uyana S

till 
• iv 0, D

A
Y

 PA
SSE

S w
ithout som

e new
 horrendoui 

1 I or baffling report from
 the country w

hose nam
e 

has now
 becom

e a synonSrm
 for sadness and revul-

sion. W
e are told that the slaughter can be traced to a • 

1,  custody fight over six-year-old John V
ictor S

toen, 
w

hose parents sought to reclaim
 him

 from
 the Jones 

cult—
M

r. Jones evidently having regarded the poten-
tial loss of the child as a portent of the cult's disin-

f tegration. W
e also learn that the m

ass suicides w
ere 

conceived of as collective "punishm
ent" for the 

w
rong-doings of defectors. W

e learn that there are 
survivors, som

e of w
hom

 m
ay be m

urderers. W
e hear 

m
ore stories of m

ad rituals. W
e read the com

m
ents of 

the stunned relatives of the dead. W
e learn that M

r. 
Jones had a m

ysterious letter on him
. A

nd through-
out, w

e w
atch the body-count rise from

 200 to 400 to 
tw

ice that and, m
ost recently, to 918, close enough to,'  

an even thousand to call it that. 
W

e also learn som
ething about ourselves. From

 the 
C

harleston (South C
arolina) N

ew
s-C

ourier com
es the 

point of view
 expressed by too m

any—
that w

e had no 
business spending $8 m

illion in tax dollars to fly the 
1,  dead cultists hom

e for burial. "M
illions of A

m
ericans 

w
ill be left w

ondering w
hy special treatm

ent w
as ac-

; corded to so m
any religious zealots," said the N

ew
s-

! C
ourier. T

he fact is that only proper and hum
ane 

treatm
ent w

as accorded to dead A
m

erican citizens,  w
hose fam

ilies and country are here. B
ringing back 

the bodies w
as sim

ply the first thing to be done. 
W

hat else is to be done? F
irst, w

e m
ust help the 

survivors and prosecute the killers. T
hen w

e m
ust de-

term
ine if there are fallen-aw

ay m
em

bers of the Peo-
ples T

em
ple w

ho are in danger and need to be pro-
tected. T

here m
ust also be a thorough investigation 

of w
hat exactly happened in Jonestow

n, som
ething 

that sets out the confusion of details in as reasonable 
an order as possible. W

e m
ust see if a State D

epart-
m

ent policy m
ay be form

ulated at least to cover a 
sim

ilar contingency in the future. W
e m

ust also rec-
ognize that a general policy m

ay be im
possible, that 

Jonestow
n w

as an aberration, and presented a situa-
tion in w

hich, w
ithout benefit of hindsight, no rescue 

could ever have been carried out. 
In other w

ords there are prbcesses to understand 
and set forth, and rules to follow

—
a society to keep 

intact. 
W

e are going through a necessary and trqubling 
period at the m

om
ent, a sim

ultaneous fum
bling for 

new
s and solace. L

ike the FB
I, w

e are trying to iden-
tify the bodies, and to identify them

 in term
s that 

m
ake sense. W

hat w
e have left, for better or w

orse, is 
civilization, the sam

e civilization out of w
hich M

r. 
Jones led his flock. N

ow
 w

e survive, to learn and 
clean up. 


